Chapter 4

The Lesson of the Broken Wall

…Ye see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof are burned with fire: come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach (Nehemiah 2:17).



The Bible records an interesting story in Nehemiah.  At the outset, it may appear to be only of historical value.  However, there are deep spiritual lessons and applications to be made in this account.

The story begins after the idolatrous people of Israel had been taken into captivity.  Elohim, being the heavenly Father He is, disciplined His people.  He could not accept their tainted religion.  He desired them to be pure.  They chose not to listen to His commands or to keep His Law.  Thus, Elohim had to get their attention.  To teach them that they could not live a double life and still enjoy His blessing, He allowed them to be conquered, captured and carried off from their homes.    

While far from their holy city, some Israelites stood true to YHWH.  One of these was Nehemiah.  In captivity, his honesty and godly life had gained the trust of the heathen king.  This is evident from his position as the king’s cupbearer – the one who gave the king his drinks.  This was an especially important position, considering that assassination by poison was a commonplace coup tactic. 

As he served the king, Nehemiah learned that some of his people had been permitted to return to their destroyed homeland in order to rebuild.  Sadly, these efforts of reconstruction had not gone well, as the holy city still lay in ruins.  This news saddened Nehemiah and he prayed for a chance to do something about it. 

Through his position next to the king, Nehemiah was offered the opportunity to return to Jerusalem and help with the rebuilding effort.  This he did, gladly.  But a happy sight did not await him upon arrival.  His beloved Jerusalem lay in desolation.  The walls were broken down.  The gates were burned with fire.  Devastation lay everywhere.  In that ruined city, Nehemiah saw the sad results of idolatry.  Now the city lay disgraced and exposed.  Nehemiah quickly gathered the people together and gave a motivational speech.  He said:

…Ye see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof are burned with fire: come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach (Nehemiah 2:17).

Jerusalem is and was a physical place, but it is also used in the Bible to signify a spiritual meaning.  It was to symbolize the center of Elohim’s government on earth.  For this reason, when the earth is made new, the holy city is called the New Jerusalem.

And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from Elohim out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her Husband (Revelation 21:2).

The perfect and unadulterated light, which was to shine forth to the world through the old Jerusalem, will shine to the universe in the new one.  Jerusalem, as Revelation 21:2 indicates by comparing the city to YHWH’s bride, is also used as a representation of Elohim’s people.  

In the story of Nehemiah, both the literal and the spiritual applications are true. Jerusalem was physically wrecked through the idolatrous ways of Elohim’s chosen people.  And they, through their idolatry, were just as downtrodden as their beloved city. As we look at the world around us today, do we not find the same spiritual wreck?  Are not the churches, as spiritual Jerusalem, just as devastated and defenseless today, as YHWH’s church was then?

Nehemiah called this wasted condition a “reproach” (Nehemiah 2:17).  Translated from the original Hebrew word cherpah (Strong’s Concordance, #2781), we discover that “reproach” means: “a disgrace, a rebuke, a shame.”  It comes from the root word charaph (#2778), meaning: “exposed and blasphemous.”  

Through these descriptions, a connection is forged between the condition of Jerusalem and the spiritual condition, which Elohim prophesied would appear, in the end-time Laodicean church. 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the beginning of the creation of Elohim; I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.  So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of My mouth.  Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked  (Revelation 3:13-17).

In fact, by contrasting the descriptions of Laodicea and the “reproach” of Jerusalem (As was mentioned on the previous page, by looking up the word “reproach” in the Strong’s Concordance, we find a descriptive list including: a shame, blasphemous, exposed and a disgrace – see previous page for more details), we find an unmistakable correlation:

Jerusalem’s Condition

(“reproach” Neh. 2:17)
Laodicea’s Condition

(“lukewarm” Rev. 3:13-17)

A shame 
Wretched and miserable

Blasphemous
In need of nothing

Exposed
Naked

A Disgrace
Poor and Blind

As the conditions between ruined Jerusalem and modern Laodicea are parallel, one may expect to draw vital lessons for the church today (as we are in the Laodicean period – or the last church prior to Christ’s return) from studying the condition of Jerusalem in Nehemiah’s time and from studying how this sad condition was remedied.

In Jerusalem, the two things that needed to be repaired first were the walls and burned gates.  Solomon compared the symbol of a city with broken down walls to the undisciplined, uncontrolled, impassioned human heart. 

He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls (Proverbs 25:28).

A city without walls is defenseless.  So, according to Solomon, is the human heart without some spiritual wall of defense.  What is our spiritual wall of defense, which is obviously missing when our carnal passions break out and wreck ruin? 

Paul, in 2 Corinthians 5:14 explained, “For the love of Christ constraineth us…” To be constrained is to be kept on the “straight and narrow” to use a modern term.  The point is that our love for Christ is the protecting motivator for keeping our carnal nature from breaking out and wrecking havoc.  

We are close to identifying the wall.  We have seen that it is present in the heart that loves Christ.  But our full protection from evil is gained by our response to this love.  Christ said, “If ye love Me, keep My Commandments” (John 14:15). 

Through keeping the commandments, Elohim’s beautiful wall of protection is in place about the citadel of our heart.  When the natural heart desires to break the vows of marriage, the protecting wall of the Law instructs to be faithful.  When the carnal nature desires to take a human life, the Law constrains us to preserve it.

Here are some other texts showing that obedience to Elohim’s Law places us within Elohim’s protection.  To those who love His Law, YHWH is a powerful Source of defense:

· Receive, I pray thee, the law from his mouth, and lay up his words in thine heart. If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt be built up, thou shalt put away iniquity (iniquity is sin, which the Bible defines as transgression of the Law – see 1 John 3:4)… Then shalt thou lay up gold as dust…Yea, the Almighty shall be thy defence…  (Job 22:22-25).

· For wisdom is a defence… (Ecclesiastes 7:12). (To connect wisdom with Law-keeping, see Job 28:28 and Proverbs 9:10: see also Ecclesiastes 12:13.) 

· Beware that thou forget not YHWH thy Elohim, in not keeping His commandments, and His judgments, and His statutes, which I command thee this day:  And it shall be, if thou do at all forget YHWH thy Elohim, and walk after other gods, and serve them, and worship them, I testify against you this day that ye shall surely perish.  (Deuteronomy 8:11 & 19).

· And he said, YHWH is my Rock, and my Fortress, and my Deliverer; the Elohim of my rock; in Him will I trust: He is my Shield, and the Horn of my salvation, my high Tower, and my Refuge, my Saviour; Thou savest me from violence. YHWH rewarded me according to my righteousness: according to the cleanness of my hands (a symbol of actions that are obedient to Elohim’s will and commands) hath He recompensed me.  For I have kept the ways of YHWH, and have not wickedly departed from my Elohim.  For all His judgments were before me: and as for His statutes, I did not depart from them. I was also upright before Him, and have kept myself from mine iniquity.  Therefore YHWH hath recompensed me according to my righteousness; according to my cleanness in His eye sight (2 Samuel 22:2-25).

In the state of ancient Jerusalem, Nehemiah found the result of Lawlessness.  Disobedience to the holy precepts of Elohim was demonstrated through the ruined condition of the walls, the very means by which YHWH’s people were to be protected from evil. But perhaps the most dismaying part of the message to the church today is not that, like ancient Jerusalem, it is in a ruined and idolatrous condition, but rather that it is blind to its deplorable state.  Christ said to Laodicea:

I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.  So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of My mouth.  Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked  (Revelation 3:15-16).

Laodicea has a little bit of heat, representing a love for YHWH.  It also has a little bit of cold, representing a love for the world (this is the definition of idolatry).  The combination of hot and cold makes Laodicea lukewarm.  Because they try with one hand to grasp on to the things of heaven, they excuse the fact that their other hand is firmly clasped to worldliness.  This condition of having two loves is called “double-mindedness” in the Bible.  What is heaven’s council for those in this condition?

Submit yourselves, therefore to Elohim.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  Draw nigh to Elohim, and He will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double-minded (James 4:7-8).

The Laodicean, double-minded condition, which they find perfectly wonderful, makes Elohim sick.  They think they are blessed with the riches of heaven.  So blessed do they think they are, that spiritual Laodiceans think they need nothing more.

By having two loves, they are adulterous in their relationship with Elohim.  They are not the part of the pure Bride of Christ.  They are not acceptable before Elohim.  Yet they cannot see themselves as they really are and so, in their blindness, these supposed followers of Christ, with their lack of commitment to either Christianity or worldliness are in the most dangerous spiritual position of all.  They are lost, but they don’t know it thus, no effort is made to restore their connection with Elohim.

Have we become so conditioned to evil that we are desensitized to it entirely?  Have we lived without the protecting wall for so long that we don’t even realize our heart citadel is overrun with carnality?  How does one come to be so blind?

An illustration for this may be found in the story of a frog, a pond and a chef.  A frog is enjoying his life in a small and sunny pond.  The water is pleasant, the food abundant, and froggy’s life is good.  

But one day, a chef comes along to the frog’s small pond.  Without the frog’s awareness, the chef lowers his pot and slowly scoops up both frog and pond water. Carefully carrying the now-captive frog back to his kitchen, the chef lights the fire and begins to very slowly apply heat to the bottom of the pot.

Rising just slightly at first, the water temperature does not cause the frog any alarm.  He looks around.  Yes, he’s still in his familiar old pond water.  He can’t see any imminent danger.  Unconcerned, the frog sits back and relaxes, lulled into a light snooze by the tepid warmth of his surroundings.

The frog’s big problem is “perspective”.  His perspective is heavily clouded by deception.  But this fact, sadly, escapes him.  What appears to be a perfectly safe slumber in a sun-warmed pool is really a one-way ticket to a dinner plate!  But the poor froggy remains, paralyzed by his inability to see his imminent peril.

Now, let’s imagine, just for a moment, that the froggy’s perception can be altered.  Imagine that, by some miracle, the frog is able to see his situation through someone’s eyes outside his pot.  Suddenly, he is filled with horror as he sees what is about to happen to him.  At last, the clouds of deception part, he sees the pot, understands its purpose and without a moment’s further hesitation, the frog jumps to safety.

Satan works on us much like the chef with the frog.  We are within the demonic grip of death, yet the heat of temptation to compromise is turned up s-l-o-w-l-y.  We acclimatize, compromising only slightly to adjust to each minute change.  We are far from secure, yet we perceive no threat.  Soon we forget entirely how wonderful it felt to be in the cool, safe water of the pond.  

The heat is on, yet the rising temperature, which spells our ultimate doom, now seems normal to us.  But our lack of alarm is not an indication of safety; rather, it demonstrates our Laodicean lack of discernment.  This is likely why Elohim inspired His servant John to write:

I counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye salve, that thou mayest see (Revelation 3:18).

Only Elohim has the power to remove the scales from our eyes so that we can see our true condition.  Is the wall of the Law, which should be protecting the citadel of your heart, broken down?  Are you imperiled and standing defenseless against the satanic onslaught, which assaults every soul?  Perhaps we have compromised so many times that we no longer recognize YHWH’s pure path. We need the clear perception that only Elohim can give. We must pray with David the prayer of Psalm 139:23-24:

Search me, O Elohim, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:  And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 

Chapter 4 Summary

· Jerusalem was destroyed and the walls of defense were broken down through the people’s idolatry.
· The condition of the Laodicean, end-time church is the same (spiritually) as Jerusalem in Nehemiah’s time.
· The wall of defense, protecting the human heart against following our destructive carnal lusts and every satanic temptation, is the Law of Elohim.
· In our Lawless, destroyed state, we cannot see our own true condition.
· We will pray for spiritual insight that the scales of deception may fall from our eyes, so that we may recognize the true condition of our heart.
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