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The Knotty Problem
Chapter 1

Numerous subjects have been debated and ref
threedaysandthreenightsi s sue. 0 Wa s Chri st crucified
Catholic friends have asserted? Did He come from the tomb earlyagunmarning, just

before sunrise, as most Christians assume? Why does it make any difference whether
Christ did or did not present Himself to the Father at the time of the Wave Offering? The
assumptions formerly made regarding these questions will hereahdlenged. In the

conclusion of this treatise, the reader will be further encouraged to answer the qlestion:
belief AChristian, 6 and dAvalid, o without bei

After reading booklets and listening to three presentationdefense of the Fridag-

Sunday theory, | have prepared this document in an effort to clearly show why many
Christians have come to reject this popular view.TAs Pulpit Commentarsuggests, this

i ssue is one of t he e nndeed, theecontrovgray is,lbdsieattys 0 i n
a question of ACan the Bible be trusted to

AMust these be interpreted by theologians ir
the sociopolitical structurenad r el i gi ous mind set within tha
t heol ogical question, then, hinges upon an i

Does tradition supersede Scripture, or Scripture tradition?

It is the purpose of this document to reveabclanswers to vital questions which implicate

o n efousdational premise Are my beliefs and practices grounded in the Bible, or
accepted without question, because they are precious tr&difiba truth about the number

of days Messiah was in the tomé inconsequential when weighed against the heavier
matter of oneds underlying premise. Do | bel
Is the Bible the highest authority in my life?

The Bible is basically a study manual, blending prophecy of theefwith admonitions

and warnings from the past to |isten and o
character of an aknowing God. Because our God Almighty is a loving God, He has

opened within the sacred pages the future of nations and worlidesntpat His own may

warn and be warned of coming events. No other religious guidebook dares to prophesy the
future. If any world religion, such as Confucism, Buddhism, Mohandism, Islam, or the

modern Humanism had such a manual filled with prophecwoitld have proven the

falseness of that religion long ago. Only the God of Heaven reveals secrets (Dan. 2:28) to

His servants, the prophets with unerring accuracy. Furthermore, the carnage of neglect and
rebellion against Scripture is scattered throughbatpages of Holy Writ, revealing the
consequences to those who have ignored or ¢
1:19).0



In addition, where the direct words of Jehovah, God Almighty, are recorded in Scripture,

most Christians acknowledge theserds to be especially worthy of our attention. That is

true, in theory at | east, of The Ten Comman
Mount , and Christdés prophecy of End Ti me E
example, acknowledge this unighenor by printing the direct words of Christ in red,

setting them apart from the inspired commentary given by the Bible writers.

Strangely, this high regard for the exact words of the Son of God has been diminished by

the prevalent dependency upon thegwos to interpret that Holy Word. The next chapter

will show that Christds own prophecy of Hi ms
rather than an exact, literal, prediction and proof of His origin and mission. Thus, this
research project may Ibg clearly to the reader the deceptiveneseelifious assurance

apart fromBible proof.

So, the argument continues to our day: Is the Bible to be t3
literally, or shall we merely extract spiritual principles and lea
the discernment for linguist® tell us when something is litera
and when it is spiritual or figurative. For instance, Jesus said a
Lordbés Supper, AThis is My b
take the words literally? No, not in this text, because Christ
with the discgples as real flesh with blood flowing though H
veins. The context tells us that this Last Supper was a mem¢
Thus, we know that the context interprets the passages of Scri
when we ask for Divine guidance.

Even the great reformers, Martin Lutheand Zwingli, floundered upon this point. When

they had met together to see if they could unite their forces in one mighty, spiritual
movement, they failed because they could not agree on the literal or spiritual interpretation

of the Lor dolsi Sugpipkert h&Zwwolgds, AThis 1 s my
represented the body of Christ, and the fruit of the vine represented His blood. But Luther

required Zwingli to prove from Scripture tha
AWhere in the Bnebltehactant hyeouv esshbowi sd& means
Luther.

Zwingli turned to Genesis 41:267 and read about Pharaohoés dr ¢

fiThe seven good kine are seven years; and the seven good ears are seven
years: the dream is one. o0

Although Zwingli had mde his point based upon scripture, it did not convince Martin
Luther, and the Reformation splintered into factions.

The controversy goes on through each generation. Today, the issue over the literal or
figurative interpretat eeo settledf Sommehhave thoserdtd s S u |
believe the bread is changed into the actual body of Christ; the fruit of the vine, into His



actual blood. Others believe the context clearly indicates a figurative meaning in this case.
But the rivalry has continued ovether specifics, one of which is this thrdaysand
threenights issue. If the reader believes the context must reveal the meaning, truth will
come through.

When we are listening to the Voice of God speak to us through the Sacred Scriptures, we
will ever be learning new truths, enjoying more light, abandoning groundless assumptions,
and discovering deeper treasures.

The path of the just is as a light shining more and more unto the perfect day,
Proverbs 4:18.

The Holy Spirit leads the honest seekersaigrowth process, guiding each one into a
diligent pursuit of faith in Jehovah and His Word. This diligent pursuit develops virtue in

oneds <character and builds intimacy with t
commitment. 2 Peter 1:5 reminds usafidd to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge.
Many recoil at t hi sia grennamaong educditdrsntfiat nefers tp a Wa | Kk ¢

sequence of physical exercises which generate metaphysical, or cognitive, pathways for
overcoming blockages to further taang. But, for those who revere the Bible as the very
Word of God, to be cherished and obeyed, Scripture takes preeminence over every other
voice.

The farther one goes in pursuit of truth, and the deeper one digs into the traditional view of
the crucifkion week, the more often the sincere student will meet those who, not willing to
challenge their own foundation, try to direct the seeker back to the Fidajay
traditional belief, andtatusquo. It seems that there is a prevailing attitude amongyman
Christians, that the only subjects to be studied and believed are those recommended by
official church leaders. This attitude not only shuts out further revelations of truth, it also
blocks investigation of error.

As an unbiased student, on the othardhan search of the honetstgoodness gosp#iuth,

one may be compelled by the Holy Spirit to seek truth on every subject related to belief and
practice. This pursuit may make the trséeker appear narrow and unnecessarily
restricted. In our modernawvr | d mo st religious thought I S
earnestly pursued. A person can choose almost any form of worship, any belief about
Scripture, and any behavior that appeals to his or her own sensibilities. Thus, a person may

be so eclectic ako pick from many different religions. Conversely, historical truth has

always been too narrow for the majority.

Ironically, the whole purpose of a jury in our court system is to decipher what is the
Anarrow truth. o That k ed Ioyethhe people who prideh wi | |
t hemsel ves om nbdeeidnngd Aibr oad

r

fEccl esi astical t u
the Bib

t h
Preach That I

i s no |l ess narrow, 0 WI
e | s

Literally True. O



Aln the days of Noah thearle Ilesaymno sal:
of Moses there was no deliverance from the judgment of God except for

those who were under the blood. Likewise, in our day the same truth still
stands! OHe that believeth on the So
believethnotth&on s hal | not see | ife; but the
(John Idd padge)28.0

One may invest in many commentaries, and surf the internet for others, in order to get a
Abal ancedo view of what schol ar s mbseot eve tc
allow the study to stop there, for nearly all commentaries ignore fair, biblical exegesis
whentraditional views are threatened. The Bible and the Bible alone must be our basis

for doctrine. Certainly, Protestants have earnestly proclaimed mgetiheless, when
tradition and the Word of God collide, a fAkn

The following pages contain the effort of this Bible student to unravel those knots.
Foundational in the approach to this study are the following principles:

The Bible will interpret itself.

Never settle on a conclusion that makes one Scripture contradict
another.

1 Nothing will be allowed to supersede Scripture for an interpretation
of Scripture.

T
T

Let us look, then, at what the Bible actually says, and what & doesay. Thus, one may
understand the events and time elements associated with the crugisiorection
scenario. Then, we will make note of what tradition and history bring to bear on the
subject; but, ultimately, the Bible must unravel its own &n@{ithin these pages the reader

may follow the resolution of questions and come to conclusions based on the Bible alone.
If the reader finds the methods and procedures within this treatise to be honest, the reader
may also expect to find the conclusidresein to be worthy of consideration.

The Holy Spirit woos us into truth; the enemy of Christ charges in to fight it. Such super
charged reactions demand further investigation as to the cause; thereby came this
manuscript. Some have suggested thatitdss ue i s not really fsal va
will argue that it is salvational; for, would we want to suggest that interpretations of
scriptures are optional®qually valid? Or, that truth is a matter of preferences for the
broadminded? To the cordary: the Saviour Himself, in conflict with the deuvil,
acknowledged a narrow, vital truth for the wotlgsaint in every age:

Man shall not live by bread alone, but by EVERY WORD that
proceedeth out of the mouth of Gadike 4:4; Deut. 8:3). Emphasis
supplied.

In the words of the prophet, Isaiah:
The grass withereth; the flower fadeth: but therd of Godstands
forever 0 | sai ah 40: 8.



The Sign of Jonah
Chapter 2

The Sign,which Christ gave His critics to prove that He was truly the Messiah, requires

our attention:
AsJonaswas t hree days and three nights in
the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth
Matthew12:40.

Certainly the Fridaynearsundown to Sundageforesunrise theory completelgmored the

At hree ni ghThePigned edneesnu s i MaAda thera moetwebveshowesdn, A
a d a(JoRnall:9) We know by His question that He would not miscalculated when He
gaveHis Sign. Yet, unable to justify the traditional Godttiday-to-EasterSundayModel

wi t h Chr i sprophecy,tdisn3ign, snest Have simply concluded thahe Sign

could not be taken literally; it must be a colloquialism of that time. There many Bible
students have been willing to leave the subject.

Although kirgs had been known to credit themselves with a year of rule, even when their
reign didndot begin until the |l ast month of t
same in terms of hours in a day, we know the Son of God never claimed more than what

was exactly true. We know He fulfilled each prophecy in exact time and event. When

Christ gaveHis Sign, He could not have been estimati ng
vari ableness, neither shadow of turning, o Ja

The word f orinthevahave textid used rosvisere else in the New Testament.

It is the Greek wordparaloage ( # 3 8 8 3) which means Ato misre
deceive. o0 When the Saviour expressed His ki
(John 11:9), we may be sure that He also knew there are twelve hours in a mghSign

included three of each.

Notice the verses TheSBSignedimgthlae giecimngnobfrr
Matthew 12:3337), the Saviour reproved the Pharisees for their unbelEither thé tree

is good and bears good fruit, or the tree is corrupt and bears corrupt fawit dec | ar ed t
Saviour . The inference seems to be that t h
called them a Aigeneration of viperso (Verse

In Verse 35, Christ seems to be reading their evil minds, contrasting his honesty with their
distortions, His revelations of truth with their spurious deceptions. In the context of
Matthew 12, the Saviour seems to be remonstrating with His skepticshevecdreless
manufacturing of i deas, reqguirements, and | u

The next word is AButo (Verse 36), showing
integrity. Then, the Lord rebuked the Pharisees for speatti@gvords, reminding them
that they would be judged by those idle words.



The Gr eekidlewor din fMart t flargos#6922nS83 6 oing 6s Chhaecor dan
same Greek word is found in Matthew 20:3 and 6 in the parable of the vineyard workers.
Thee, the househol der goes i wlée.odo t hTehinsa rwkoertd pil
used in 1 Timothy 5:13, speaking of young women who cast off their first faith and learn to
beidegossi per s. idlédog aa pnp, e atrhse iwno r Tdof thie Gretahs, 1 2 . S
the verse says they are always liars, evil beasts-lsbves. The margin explains that

Asl ow bel lidegsot measasoni

Finally, idechi maywolbae fiound in 2 Peter 1:8 whe
gr ace ( Pe,ttssoetimds aatled)eand concludes that if you do these things you
will not be barreni@le), nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

What, then, was Christ meaning by telling the Pharisees ithtatwords would be

i a cc ounihtha Judgroent@dle, according ta_exical Aids to the New Testament
(Zodhi ates) , page 892, means fAinactive, unp
t hat Chr i st 0 sidlewNevelisactiwes meeer unpeolitable; never barren!

Inthisset ti ng, Christ addresses the Phariseesbd
lie? -Or be careless in His word$®r speak so neapecifically that which, over time,

could come to be fAunprofitable, 0 meaning s
intended? Would He be inconsistent, or inaccurate? Would He misretkpo8siblé

Therefore, it would be well to take seriouslis Sign. After all, Christ was the very God in

humanity; His words, the highest authority on earth.

What kind of a sign are ¢hPharisees asking for in this passage? The Pharisees were ever
badgering the Saviour for proof that He was from Heaven, that He was the One described
by the prophets, that He was the lond@dMessiah. From His perspective, He gave them
what they askedor. He gave it clearly, accurately, and precisely. But, in their corrupt
vanity, they could not appreciate His words. They seemed to think that some mighty
miracle-something sensationalvould satisfy their carnal curiosity, and at the same time,
put Christ in cooperation with their control over the people. Had not Satan tried the power
trick in the wilderness? He had met Christ there with the temptation tosskmnthat He

was Whom He believed He was. Christ would not yield to the temptation.

Christ, the Son of Man and the Son of God, gave the PharldseSign, not as men
wanted it to be then, and not as men are satisfied for it to be mbovee days and three
nights in the heart of the ear{Matthew 12:40). Today, theologians and Bible sat®l
scrutinizeHis Sign, trying to find a way to justify their unbelief.

Objectively, one may see th@ihe Signpr oves Hi s c¢cl aim on divinit

eartho | ong enough for al|l to know He was r e
that the point made regarding Lazarus; that he had been three days dead, and therefore, to
open the tomb would reveal the stench of d €
corruption,o (Acts 2:31) in the grave.



For some,His Sign adds evidence that Heaw fulfilling prophecy. In addition to the
prophecies regarding the manner and nature of His coming, His suffering, and His purpose,
there is the prophecy of Daniel 9:2ih the midst of the weeke shall cause the sacrifice

and the oblation to ceaseHe fulfilled other specification in literal as well as symbolic
time. Why limit this prophetic statement to prophetic time alone? Knowing the literal
accuracy of our Elohim, this statement is simply one more piece of evidence.

Returning to the Matthew 12apsage, let us take a closer look at another phrase often

mi s u n d e rirsthechead of the éartho Much disagreement may

commentaries on this phrase. Since it appears nowhere else in Scripture, scholars have tied

the phrase in knot® v e r whet her It coul d me an Ain th
(l'iterally), or whether it might refer to so

Those, not wanting to accept the thhéeral-daysandthreeliteral-nightsin-the-grave

construt argue that the phrase is really an i
men. o0 Since there is no other place in the
earth, 0 we must guard against mol di by t he m
has come the teaching that the three days and nights began when Judas sold Christ to the
Sanhedrin, or that the time clock started when Jesus began to suffer in the Garden of

Get hsemane, or when He was brought into Pila

It is heren recommend that the words in the phrase be taken to mean the composite of the

i ndividual parts. Therefore, we wil!/| next |
heart of the earth. o I n this mermswhktrthist he Bi l
word study reveals:

The word fAealSthongés#Loa@aBdrthaane (188 ti mes)
country, regi on, -twa tines it neeans alspatific laady andl eighteeh or t y
times it means fmecudtoreys. & heOmwloy dt viie atrit ho me
Thus, of twehundredandf i fty usages of the word for HfAeal
word, ge, means a physical location on or in this world in-twedred and fortgight of

them.

Two references use the vilor t 0 mean HAearthlyodo or Awor |l dl vy
earthly things in this life, and John 3:31 translates the Greek wyerd, t o mean fAof
earth, o or dAof worldly things. o 't would n
to dowithhe use of feartho as a ©place or condi
associated with signeThat avésaxwith taddundrédandforsyt 6 s

eight passages in wheigoindieartho i s speaking

A secondary factor perhaps, isetheality that this earth is polluted throughout. It is
polluting the universe with its siladen aura. Christ came to reclaim and recreate this ball
of physical chemistry flying in space. The importance of this redemption was typified by
the JubileesWe must not think so egotistically as to disregard the cancer in the whole
organismi Earth. The Son of God came to redeem the WORI1dDbin 3:16. According to
Str othy®&9, Awor | dokndawn text incidestbeqpharet: we | |



AiThat which pertaingo space and not time. The sum total of the material
uni verse, the beauty in it; the sum to

Next, consider the worklardia, #2588 i n Strongds, transl ated

meaning in Scripture, as&l so true of its modern usage.

meaning, as in Matthew 5:8 where we read of
passage the Ahearto is the Avital parto or 0
The same worckardia, may mean fithe seat of intelligence,

12:40. But, in Matthew 12:40, the wokdrdia,r ef er s t o At he middl e or
cross references to Ezekiel 27#hf borders are in the midst of the seasid to Jonah 2:3

[Thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of theéspas accor di ng to Zc
Complete Word Studies of the New Testamertio precise latitude and longitude is
intended here; doriedwithinbe iisded eafr | lyeit i@ @ ntent

Thus, we may pevent the knotting of the thread of truth by recognizing the composite of

each revealed part. Al n the hemdstoftobef t he €
ground. 0O I n other words, which a child can un:¢
great sea creature, and remained there for three days and three nights, so Christ would be
swallowed up in the ground (the grave) and remain there for three days and three nights.

That wasThe Signgiven by the Son of God.

It has been argued by some the@ng that the sign of Jonah must be counted from the
time he got on the ship to flee from the command of Yahweh. Many knots are tied in what
was given as a simple analogy, in an effort by critics to escape the time element as the
central focus inrhe Sign Notice how misleading is this line of reasoning:

Jonahdos Experi Christdos Exper

1. He fled from obedience. (1:10) 1. Did Christ flee from obedience?

2. He hid from responsibility (1:5) 2. Did He hide from responsibility?

3. He tried to sleep through his crises 3. Did He try tosleep through His
(1:5) crises?

4. The mariners cast lots to determing 4. Did heavenly fAmeg
his guilt (1:7) determine who would bear the guilf

5. Jonah cried from insidine creature 5. Did Christ cry from His tomb to be
to be delivered (2:2, 7) delivered?

6. He was brought up from 6. Did Christ exper
Acorruptiono [ tHh See Acts 2:27, 31; Matt. 11:23

7. He was inside the sea creature thre 7. Was Christ buried for three days at
days and three nights (1:7) three mghts?

As one may see, t he anal ogy exepeis then ot f o
length of time That wasThe Sign As Jonahwas three days and three nights in the belly
of t he(MattheavllZ4®). Some may contend that Christ cried from Gatse to

10



be delivered; therefore, Gethsemane begins the three nights of the Sign. But, was He
already Ain the heart of the eartho when He
prayed for deliverance af t e anebcape wrastsengthiton t r ou
endure, BEFORE entering His trial. Note all the evidence before coming to such a
conclusion.

1 Christ did not flee obedience as did Jonah. No! Yet, some will suggest
that the ti mel i nebeforeHisbuddl. Whatt 6s Si gn
happened in the Garden of Gethsemane can have nothing to do with
Christbds Sign. To say that the Gard
saying that the Jonah experietedoren i s A buri al 06 i n the
of Chri st 6s e x prialinithe @aghe Théreeid no paealleHi s b u
here! It has already been shown that the only elements Christ had in

common with Jonah was thength of time and no decay of flesh.

1 Christ did not hide from responsibility, as did Jonah. Never!

1 Christdidnotty t o sl eep through His time of
ever alert to the wiles of His foe.

1 The Saviour was not selected among choices by the casting of lots!
Never!

1 No! No! No! Theonly parallel in the analogy is escaping the corruption
of Hell while buriedfor three days and three nights Nothing more!

't i s biased eirthgheastofshe eadh g hp Tdy Signko énything

that cannot be substantiated by fhds Jonah o I f there is no
part of The Sign. The Bible does explain itself clearly to those who are willing to believe
it Only those who are willing to align th

the doctrine, o John 7:17.

11



Three Views in Conflict
Chapter 3

Now, let us look at eachf ahe three views that have been offered to explain the events

typified by the spring festivals. Most of the confusion relating to the
crucifixion/resurrection can be traced to the way a Jewish person reckons time, as
compared to the Roman practice. Howeve s ome of the fknottines
interpretations suggested, come from a difference in viewpoint over the prepositions that
precede the time element in each of the four Gospels. We will first overview the three
viewpoints; then, we will exame these prepositional phrases (Chapter 4), comparing them

and examining their contexts. Here are the three constructs offered by modern theologians:

Friday Crucifixion/ Early Sunday morning Resurrection.
This is the traditional view held by the majgraf Christians today. It
focuses on the following points:

91 Christ died on a preparation day, Mark 15:42.
T The Athird dayo (Matthew 16:21) r
are countedhclusively. The threenight-specification in not met.

Thursday Crucifixi on/Early Sunday morning Resurrection.
T 1t fits the Athird dayo requireme
exclusively Thursday is counted through Saturday night.
1 It makes Friday a Sabbath, putting two Sabbaths together.

Wednesday Crucifixion/Sabbath sundown Rasrection.

T 1t fulfills the Aithree days and
eartho (Matthew 12:40) .

T 1t fits the fAafter three dayso (M
referring to 24hour periods.

1 It allows for the purchase and preparation of spicésdsn two
holy Sabbath days (Mark 16:1; Luke 23:27).

T I't coincides with the fAmidst of t
sacrifices and oblations would cease, if this phrase has a literal as
well as figurative application.

Only one of these models can be righihis treatise will show that the latter construct
offers the most biblical evidence when the Bible is allowed to explain itself.

First, let us note the confusion caused by two opposing reckonings of time. While the

Jewish day started at sunset, therfaa day began at midnight. During the time of Christ,
the Jews adopted some of the Roman practices while maintaining their Mosaic reckoning

12



for New Moons and Sabbaths. Thus, when they said something happened at the sixth hour,
it was the sixth hour aftesunrise, not 6 AM, as we would reckon time.

A Roman Aday, 0 however, started at mi dni ght
World. When a Roman, or someone thinking as a Roman, would speak of something
happening at the sixth hour, it was the sixthrhafter midnight, or 6 AM.

Most scholars agree that John wrote his gospel in

the second half of the first century. He often used

Greek terms in his writing, even to the point of
interpreting Hebrew concepts into Greek
terminology. For this reason, we fdin a

di screpancy between Johnos
and Markdéds account (Mark 15
harmonized by understanding the two different

systems of keeping time.

According to Mark, the crucifixion took place

Athe third hour . othiswould meba B AM iw our tene. Kahm dnnthege

other hand, who wrote his gospel from Ephesus, the capital of the Roman province of Asia,

for the Gentiles to understand, says It w a
condemned to death. The differenigslin the probability that John was thinking in Roman

time which starts at midnight, and thus the death sentence was pronounced at 6 AM. It

could have easily taken three hours from the death pronouncement to the raising of His

body on the cross.

Next, @nsider the law regarding the Passover as recorded in Exodu8:12:3
i éon t"hay oftthls month [Nisan, March or April] each man is to

take a | amb for his family, one for
choose must be yeatd males without defectpd you may take them from

the sheep or the goats. Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the

month, when all the people of the community of Israel must slaughter them

at t wi | iOghbrivassiolisNady¥¥ pt ween the evenings.

It should be heraoted that the daylight part of the Jewish day was divided into two parts:
from sunrise to noon was considered the MAmor
sunset was considered the evening part of the day, and was, therefore when Scripture
indcaed the | amb was to be offered. NfBet ween
sunset, according@@e seni us® Hebrew Lexicon of the OId

Aeveningé in the phrase fibetween the t
as marking the space of time duringieh the Paschal lamb was slain, Ex.

12:6; Lev. 23:5; Num. 9:3; and the evening sacrifice was offered, Ex. 29:39,

41; Num. 28:4; i.e., according to the opinion of the Karaites and Samaritans

(which is favored by the words of Deut. 16:6), the time betweeset and

13



deep twilight. The Pharisees, however, and the Rabbinists considered the

time when the sun began tescendsimilar to an Arabian word which

means o6l ittle eveningd for when it b €
called the firsteveningandtsee cond evening to be the

Thus, we may conclude that the Gospels are in harmony on this point, after all, for the time
between when the sun began to descend (early afternoon) and sunsef (tber9
according to Jewish time), was the saame3:00 PM Roman time.

This is further corroborated by tiMishnahin Tractate PesahiniDanby, page 144), where

we read that the Pas8aver ehbebwe&as tbe bev&n
its appointed time. Exodus 12:6 is explained by Art aro The Chumasliipage 351), as

AThe entire congregation of the assembly of
Josephus further corroborates the time of day of the sacrifices during a Passover feast in his
Wars ofthe Jews Ch apt e r e HigK priesisSupon thdoersing of their feast, which

is called the Passover, when they slay their sacrifices, from the ninth hour to the eleventh

[3-5 PM] éo

Christ, our Antitypical Lamb, must match the type in both ti
and event. As the lamb was selectnd set apart on the "10f
Nisan, so Christ made His Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem af
very time citizens were | in
lamb in its route to the Temple courtyard. There it would
examined for four days. When typget antitype, Hosannas ra
through the streets of Jerusalem as the Lamb of God, the Ki
Kings, came through the gate. All this was done that
Scriptures might be fulfilled, exactly as prophesied by
prophet Zechariah:

Rejoice greatly. O dadger of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem:
behold thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly,
and riding upon an ass, and wupon a col

Some have been concerned that Christ did not keep the rigifod®assover Himself,

since He was Himself the Passover Lamb. Nor did He follow the Old Testament injunction

to gather with onebés own househol d, of feri
therefore, that His family had become those who believeddiosved His teachings. Is it

not the same today?

Who is my mother? And who are my brethren? And he stretched forth his
hand toward his disciples, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren!
For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which iséaven, the same is

my brother, and sister, and mother. Matthew 12588
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We are told that, at the time of Christ, there were tens of thousands of lambs being
slaughtered on the T4f Nisan in Jerusalem. Therefore, the priests allowed the people a

window o f Apreparationo for t he Feast of Unl e
preparation for that celebrated week. Christ celebrated the Passover on the eve Bf the 13
twenty-four hours earlier than the historical type. His own death would match that
symbolic act exactly in both time and event.

On the fourteenth day of the first mon
held. On the fifteenth day of this month there is to be a festival; for seven

days eat bread made without yeast (Feast of Unleavened )Br&au the

first day hold a sacred assembly and do no regular work (Num. Z8B16

NIV) See also Leviticus 23:8.

Another issue that must be understood in order to clear up the confusion, which has led to
differing timelines for the crucifixion/resurregh events, is the purpose of the days at the
beginning of the week of Unleavened Bread. As mentioned earlier, the lamb was set apart
on the 10 of Nisan (Abib). It was selected and brought from Bethlehem where the lamb
had been bred and nurtured forstipurpose. Led through the streets of Jerusalem to the
temple, it was then kept for observation until th& a#iNisan (Abib), the Passover Day.

The Passover itself was not a holy day. It
the house wasleansed of all leaven, and the Passover lamb was prepared for the evening

me al . The whole dayds events commemorated d
Egypt, and, symbolically, deliverance from sin. Regardless of the day of the week on
whichtre 14"0f Ni san fell that year*, it would be

annual sabbath coming the next day. The first day of the Week of Unleavened Bread was a
annual Sabbath, a High Sabbath. If th& dfiNisan (Passover) fell on the sevedtty of

the week, the weekly preparation day (Friday) served as preparation time for both the
weekly and the annual sabbath, bringing the Passover meal an evening earlier.

If Thursday had been Passov@mucifixion-Day, then Friday would have been an annual
sabbath, a high day, as all first and last days of a Aoekfestival were kept. With two
Sabbaths baeto-back, there would have been no time to buy spices and prepare them after
the crucifixion, yet before the resurrection, as specified in the narrat

Furthermore, a Frida€rucifixion sequence offers no better explanation. With the list of
activities that needed to fit into three days (and at least one of those days a Sabbath), one
may soon realize the impossibility of cramming these activitiass ansmall fragment of

Friday, followed by the Holy Sabbath Day, followed by the dark part of the first day of the
week when the tomb was found empty! Impossible!

Let us then follow the record of events as we consider the possibilities and probabilities
this constricted time frame. Without telephones, automobiles, or computers, we now take
for granted to speed travel and communication, it would be virtually impossible to
accomplish so much in so little time.
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Certainly, we would not suppose that JoseplArimathea, who went secretly to Pilate to

beg for the body of Christ, did so during the trial. The followers of Christ were completely
overcome with horror that the One who had, just a few days before, ridden into Jerusalem
amid shouts oef sfoHo soafn nlaa vtiod 'toh was now f aci ng¢
could not be shopping and arranging connections for smooth and expedient transitions
during the trial!

Furthermore, Christdés followers had seen Hir
we been there, we would have hoped with them that He would come down from the cross

in power and glory. His friends must have clung to that prayer while He hung there dying.
Sometime after He was placed on the cross, and when all hope for the GlorioderKing

had perished in the hearts of His faithful f
palace for a quick, private interview. He wanted permission to take the body of Yeshua

and give it a proper burial. This took time to elbow his way throbgbngs of people,

make contacts, get papers, and walk back up Golgotha. Remember, there were no phones,

no email, no fax machines, no rapid transit through the crowded city streets.

This was Friday afternoon (according to the traditional view) and styedting late when
APl an B for Buri al 06 we rnEveryonae in derusalera knemethet a | m:
urgency of the situation. Deuteronomy 21:22, 23 was now in play:

And if a man has committed a sin worthy of death and he
be to be put to death, andotlh hang him on a tree: His
body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou
. shalt in any wise bury him that day; (for he that is hanged
is accursed of God); that thy land be not defiled, which
the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance.

: : == In addition to the above statute, there would have been a
Sabbath day approachmg and all issues, regardless of complexity, must be resolved before
the Sabbath began.

Joseph finally gained an audience with Pil a
anyone after his wifebds dream and rebuke, p
much time must that have taken? One hour? More? Theoughtnew linen after Christ

had expired (Mark 15:44, 46) and met Nicodemus, who accompanied him up Golgotha to

take down the body. Stores close in all Jewish communities at least one hour before
sundown. He must have hailed a shopkeeper
window.

Joseph and Nicodemus arrived at Golgotha just as the centurion ordersaldires to

hasten the death of the three on the stakes. Joseph had known The Lamb of God was
already dead. The sun was going down on that Preparation Day; the Sabbath would soon
begin.
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The body was prepared in a hurry. The women volunteered to daes jodt later.

Certainly, the sun must have been lingering on the edge of the distant hills when they laid

the body in Josephds new t omb. Fortunately,
The sad followers of Christ kept that Sabbath. So, vdoeitd the womerbuy the spices

recorded by Mark (16:2) as happeningfter the Sabbath was passed? In the Friday

Sunday model, thens no time to do it! Nor in the Thursdayrucifixion Model is there

any time for the purchase and preparationsi-fatay would have been the annual Sabbath,

the High Sabbath and first day of Unleavened Bread, with the sedaptiSabbath

following it.

Stores were never opened on the sevdnthy Sabbat h, not in Jer u:
sabbath was p asrdoghdt seventday Sablihth, moréover, toif there were

no shops opened after the Sabbath sun went down. Not until sometime after daylight the

next day would the shops be opened for business. There had to be a business day between
Sabbaths. The Fridag-Sunday theory and the ThursdaySunday theory, allow no time

for shopping and preparing spices.

Another issue that makes the FridaySunday model
unreasonable is the fact that the next dftgr the %
crucifixion the priests went to Pilate with thequest
to secure the tomb through the third day (Matth
27:6263). The next day after Friday is Sabbath. Hq .’
reasonable is it to believe that the priests approad ,\

Pilate on the Sabbath for a thvéay guard at th
tomb, if dayone is in the past, and yawo is half .
over ? The Itawsao hlaslngO|fngndtaoy be the first d
heard abouThe Sign Three days and three nights, just like Jonalseems illogical,

knowing theyknew The Sign, to think that the priests would kagor the full three days

guard duty when half of the time has already passed. It was becalise 8fgnthat the

priests were worried in the first place! Having come to the Sabbath (in this scenario), they

would have asked for 1 - days of service, ohest, two days of guard duty. They knew

the count had to begin with the Messiahods er
to guard.

Finally, although less important perhaps, it seems misleading, certainly inaccurate, to
contend that any few mihue s o f a day can be counted as f
nearest whole number. Even if our reasoning differs from Eastern thought, The Son of God

would not give a prophecy dfiimself, which could not be deciphered in other cultures.
Furthermore, we mst admit that three nights are simply not there, not even in a fraction.

It appears to be the weakness of this Friday/Sunday Model that has led some to turn to

ot her explanations, trying to extend the ti
destroyed, 06 as Jesus once referred to His d
attempt ed ewderielcerathermtharmtd accept the fact that tinge elementwas

what the Saviour had in common with Jonah.
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Even the second model, the Thursdaycifixion/Sunday Resurrection Modélas more

merit than the popular, traditional view. At least, in this scenario, we may calculate three
nightsi IF one figures by GregoriaRoman reckoning, and has Christ arising from the
Tomb on Sunday morning. Of gse, those suppositions are not substantiated in Scripture.
This theory also falls short when checked against Hebrew reckoning and other criterion
found in the four Gospel stories. This theory simply lacks necessary support in Scripture.

Only the Wednefay Crucifixion Model allows time to do all that is recorded as having
been done. Only the Wednesday Crucifixion Model respects the religious culture of the
Jews, without misleading students of other cultures. Only this Model fits all specifications
given by the Bible writers, as shown by the following chart:

Day Zero Day One Day Two Day Three
Night-Day Night-Day Night-Day Night-Day
Feast of Friday
Preparation Day Unleavened Preparation The Weekly
Passover Bread Day Sabbath
*Preparations we *First day of *Stores open. *Christ in the tomb
made for the Passove| Unleavened Bread | *Women buy and| for the third 24hour
meal in the evening. | was a High Sabbath.| prepare the period ending at
*Crucifixion took *Everyone rested to | spices. sundown.
place in the afternoon| observe the festival. | *Preparation for | *Resurrection at
*Veil rent from top to | *No shops could be | the weekly sundown.
bottom when Christ | opened for business.| Sabbatiday is *Earthquake after
died. *Priests fearing the | also completed. | shocks. Graves
*An earthquake rattles people, appealed to | *Second day of | previously opened,
ever yone o6 s|Pilatetosecurethe |Pi | at e 6 s|then release their
*Joseph of Arimethea| tomb through the watching over the| enlivened saints.
asked for the body of | third day. tomb. *These risen saints
Christ. *Seal and guard set § *Second 24hours | went into the city.
*He with Nicodemus | the tomb. in the tomb. *Christ came from
preparedhe body. *First 24-hours in the the tomb exactly 72
*Chri st 6s |tomb. hours after being
near sundown. placed in the tomb.
*Rolled a stone over
the tomb entrance.
*The women followed
and watched all that
happened.

18



Most importantly, only the Wednesday Crucifixion Model follows all specifications,
includingChrs t 6 s o wn HipSigo Bdidehe $on of God to His disciples:

Heaven and earth shall pass away: but My words will not pass away.
Mark 13:31 (NAS)

Does this sequence match the type? Yes! In every way! Notice:

Day 01 Wednesday Killed the Pasover Lamb
Ate the Passover meal in the evening
Christ crucified at the time of the sacrifice
"Eaten” by the earth in the evening

Day 12 Thursday First day of Unleavened Bredda Sabbath
Women rested
All stores closed

Day2-3 Friday Second day of Unleavened Bréadot a Sabbath
Womerboughttheir spices and prepared them
Preparation for the weekly Sabbath

Day 3 Sabbath Third day of Unleavened Bread and theday Sabbath
All Jerusalem rested
Jesuscame from the tomb near the end of this
24-hour period; probably the same
hour he had been buried.

Day 4: Sunday Wave sheaf at 9:00 a.m. (Lev. 23:10; timéewish
tradition) Always waved on the day after the weekly
Sabbath. It was begufiter Israel entered Canaan
and planted fields for harvest. It had not been
celebrated in the wilderness. There they had had no
harvest.

*Note from page 15: According to the U. S. Naval Observatory records, Passover was
Wednesday, April 28, if ithe year 28:CE, and
Wednesday, April 25, if in the year 31 CE
http://aa.usno.navy.mil/data/docs/SpringPhenom.html
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The Prepositional Arguments
Chapter 4

Criticsag u e , AWhat about the faimthtbat daps, &oap
aftert hree dayso? How can anyone find accuracy
of the passages that contain these prepositional phrases. The Bible reminsisidig tioe

S c r i p heweraditde; thefe a little (Isaiah 28:1@llowing each Bible writer, and each

record of the account, to add some detail for the complete picture. Thebyarsese

synopsis of each of the four Gospels is found in Appendix Z Pag

We will next examine the prepositional arguments usedp“:«
critics to cast doubt oris Sign, as i f Chr i
exactly what He hagrophesiedo f Hi msel f .
His own prophecy to be accurate, whose can we trust?!
enemesgot ed Him as saying,in ' ‘ v
three days | will build i SULVEFEE- atthew
15:29. In the next chapter of Matthew, His enemies are qugt’ | \

as s aafter thigge day’ (27:63). What Chrattually said "',

Him to prove His authority.

Jesus answered and said unto them,
Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it up, John 2:19.

The question of conteioh is: When was His bodyemple destroyed? It cannot be
construed that His ATempled was destroyed w
soldiers took Him away! Certainly, we must be honest enough to admit that His body
Temple (John 2:21) was notsteyed when Judas betrayed His Lord to the Pharisees; nor

was His bodyTemple destroyed by the mockery of a trial, nor by the abuse and torture He
endured. No! His bodf¥emple was not destroyed until He was dead. From this state, He
promi sedt twpghiee dayss e i

By the context of John 2: 19, N weh rneasyin dsaeyes 0t h
reference to Aduration. o How | ong wil |l it
the response of the Jews in verse 20.

Then said the JewBprty and six years was this temple in building,
and wilt thou rear it up in three days?

So, Yeshua would be Araised upo in referenc
the time start? When His bodyemple had been destroyed. With this reasprifassover

sundown to the first day of Unl eavened Bread
next dayos sundown would complete the second
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The FridaytooSunday Model does not meet this crite
even until Snday sundown, which would have equaled only two twéoy-hour days.
I n fact, He wasnodét in the tomb even at Sund:

the tombtwo days and nights. The only model that fits the specifics is the Wednesday
Crucifixion Model. Christ entered the sepulcher at sundown Wednesday and arose from the
tomb at sundown Sabbatte x act |y i n duration, Ain three d;
We wi | | next consider each text that 1indicat
will be crucialis the starting point for counting to the third day. Let us take a closer look at

the ten passages that use the phrase, fAthe t

nthe third da

What is the Starting Point?

Matt . 17: 23 kil g and
the third day he shall be raise

again.

Matt. 20: 19 And shall deliver him to the
Gentiles to mock, and to
scourge, and to crucify him:
and the third day he shall rise
again.

Mark 9:31 The Son of Man is delivered
into the hands of men, and the
shall kill him; and after that he
is killed, he shall risée third
day.

Mark 10:34 And they shall mock him, and
shall scourge him, and shall
spit upon him, and shall kill
Him: and the third day he shall
rise again.

Luke 9:22 The Son of man must suffer
many things, and be rejected g
the elders and chief priests anc

Is the starting point when theyvekilled
him, or when they are killing him? The
starting point is, therefore, debatable.

Some want to count the three days from t
delivering up to be mocked. Will that brin
agreement between the four Gospel write
No. Even if crucifixion day is DaOne, as

many believe, one cannot reach three day
from Friday, when one realized Christ was
not in the tomb on any part of Sunday, as
will be revealed by this study. The startin
point in this text is unclear.

From this text we have a clear startirgn:
After he is killed. The sundown starts the
next day, so we may assuredly determine
that this text is counting the days from the
beginning of the day in the evening after t
crucifixion.

No internal clue is given in this scripture.

Are we to counfrom the time His enemies
begin to scourge Him? Or, when they ha
finished killing Him? The starting point is
unclear. It could be either.

Is He raised the third day after starting to
suffer? Or, after being slain?
If after being slain, is the countalusive or
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The Third Day Texts, continued

scribes, and be slain, and be
raised the third day.

Luke 18:3133 Then he took unto him the
twelve, and said unto them,
behold, we go up to Jerusaler
and all things that are written
by the prophetsoncerning the
Son of man shall be accomp
lished. For he shall be
delivered unto the Gentiles,
and shall be mocked, and
spitefully entreated, and
spitted on. And they shall
scourge him, and put him to
death: and the third day he
shall rise again.

The Son of man must be de

liveredinto the hands of sinful
men, and be crucified, and the
third day rise again.

Luke 24:7

Luke 24:21 (The disciples on the road to
Emmaus speaking) But we
trusted that it had bedre
which should have redeemed
Israel: and besides all this,
today is the third dagince
these things werdone

Luke 24:45, 46 Then opened he their uad
standingé Thusg
and thus it behooved Christ to
suffer, and to rise from the
dead,(speaking to His disciple

What is the Starting Point?

exclusive of the day on which He was slai
To be fair, we must again assume that the
starting point is unclear.

Will we count to the third day after Christ
entered Jerusalem? Will we count to the
third day afte He fulfills the prophecies (Ps
22:20) concerning Him? Or, will we start
the count when He is delivered to the
Gentiles? Or, after He is put to death?
Because the Scripture is not specific enoy
to assuage controversy, we must include
text with hose that are indecisive.

Here appears a sequence of events:

*Be delivered

*Be crucified

*Rise again
With that understood, we may assume thg
the count beginafterHe is crucified. Only
in that event can one laglly conclude
there is a point for
But, some argue otherwise, so we will lea
this Scripture in the indecisive column.

Here we have a clear starting point from t
word SINCE. After Messiah had been
crucified, buried, and théane rolled in
front of the doorway; after everyone went
home, because everything wdmei
Then, the countdown to the third day.
ASince, 0 excludes
count.

t

The third day from the beginning of His
suffering? Or, the third daydm the end of
His suffering? This passage allows
argument; it is not specific enough.
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The Third Day Texts, continued
in hiding).

Acts 10:39, 40 And we are witnesses of a
things which he did both in the
land of the Jews, and in
Jerusalem; whom they slew an
hanged on &ree: Him God
raised up the third day, and
showed him ope

1 Cor. 15:3, 4 For | delivered unto you fir
of all that which | also received
how that Christ died for our sin
according to the scriptures; Ar
that he was buried, and that he
rose again the third day, accer

ing to the scriptures (Isa. 53:1Q

Starting Point

The text is again unclear in its intent: The
third day after He had been hanged on a
tree, exclusive of the crucifixion day?

Or, inclusive of therucifixion day? -Such
a Aknottyo probl em.

This text is clearly referring to the third da
after being buried.

When most texts are ambiguous, while a few texts are clear, should not the clearly stated
Scriptures set the guidelines for interpreting #mbiguous ones? As | understand it, that
i s what iliseupoele) herela lttleithere alittled | sai ah 28: 10, 13

Harmonizing the Evidence: The Third Day Dilemma

Ambiguous Texts:

Clear Texts

Matt. 17:23 The third day He shall rise
again.

Matt. 20:19 The third day He shall rise
again.

Mark 10:34 Shall kill him, and the third
day He shall rise again.

Mark 19:38 The third day He shall rise
again.

Luke 18:3233 The third day He shall rise
again..

Luke 24:4546 He will rise from the dead
the third day.

Acts 10:39, 40 Whom God raised up the
third day.

Mark 9:31 Andafter he is killed, H shall
rise again the third day.

Luke 9:22 The text seems to suggest tha
He will be raised the third day
after being killed.

Luke 24:21 Today is the third dajnce
these things were done.

1 Cor.15:3, 4 He wdsuried and rose agait
the third day.

Matt.12:39, 40Three days plus three
nights in the heart of the
earth.
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Two passages u safter,toh edlibpthegime Matthewa?2n:63, aiid Mark
8:31. His enemies are reporting their memory of what they have directly or indirectly

heard: After three days | will rise again.The preposition, Afafter,
completion. Translated to simple English t he st at e méAhén thwee daysd r e a d
have been completed, | will rise agaio No construct meets this

the Wednesdagrucifixion Model. Three twentjour-hourdays were exactly completed
when the angel rolled back the s¢oand the risen Saviour stepped out of His prison
chamber. But then, our holy God always does things exactly and perfectly! That is His
way!
He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the children of Israel
(Ps. 103:7)Let us seek to know His way

In the Mark 8:31 reading, Christ began to teach His disciples that He must suffer, be
rejected, and be killed, and after three days rise again. This listing is obviously in
sequential order. Even if you reverse the first te (ejected and suffe}, one can

clearly see that the rest of the list must remain in the order sequenced. To begin the three
days when He would suffer, or be rejected, would place this Scripture in opposition to the
others we have read, and disregard the chronological ordedéutén the verse.

The Scriptures must be interpreted so as to bring harmony between the various writers.

Thus, the beginning time for counting the three days must correspond to the same
beginning point as in Mark 8:31 and Matthew 27:63 which cleaal ghat the three days
folowt he fAbeing killed. o Consequently, the 1t
rising in Mark 8:31.

Finally, we wi || Wwithio k0 aMa rtkh el 4p:r5e8p,0 sa lt ti o u gih
Matthew 26:61; 27:63, and MarlkbR9 setting and statement, is, here again, spoken by

C h r iememi@ssThe Bible simply records the testimony of the false witnesses. Therefore,

their testimony is not to be taken as a standard for accuracy. Recognize that this statement
recorded by MarK14:58) must be regarded as an estimation, or approximation. The false
witnesses were more interested in discredi:Ht
another temple made without hands, than in accurately quoting His prophetic words.

We heard himay, | will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and
within three days | will build another made without hands [emphasis
supplied].

Actual l vy, |l ittl e about their testimony was t
He would destroy theiTemple in three days, but they deliberately misconstrued His

words. Knowing their testimony was meant to make a false report believable, we are
obligated to regard this Scripture for what it is: A reporting of an event, rather than a

stating of a truis1. Therefore, it must not be allowed to influence our conclusions.

In summary then, we must accept the directly quoted words of the Saviour as of the highest

authority. The disciplesd inspired memor.i e
understood o har moni ze with Christds words. The
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hand, must be regarded for their historical importance to the storyline, but must not be
given canonical, doctrinal value.

A knotty problem? Anytime error has been established by ane believed for centuries,
it becomes a difficult problem to rectify.

A story, which acknowledges this fact, is told about a noted Sakbatling evangelist.

When he was starting out in evangelism as a zealous young preacher, he began visiting
Sunday-keeping churches for their worship services. He would fill out an interest card,
return home after the service, and wait. In this manner, he would expect a phone call
during the week by the pastor to set up the requested visit. As the story gogsist Ba
preacher called on him in response to such a card left in the offering plate.

Al dondét wunderstand what your interest s i/
to the point. AYou 1indicat-day Sabbattkeepng car d

minister, and that you are not looking for a new church family; so, are you visiting my

church to sheept eal ? And, why have you requested

minister questioned.

Al have just one questigalitot askAWowy, doexpl ¢
when you claim to follow the Bible and the Bible alone? | picked up this literature in your

church foyer, o0 he continued, showing the pr
Bapti st bel i ef s . thé Billle asdathe Bibleg/ alone ab & basiefor gouri n
faith. Then, why do you keep Sunday when yo

Surprised by the boldness of the young evangelist, the embarrassed Baptist preacher
excused the AmiWealnlded shaeanbdéeggn o fiwe Bapti st s
of our forefathers. They kept Sunday. 0

The evangelist had prepared for this moment. A Bible study and a history lesson followed.
In the end, the minister realized that his beliefs were moreotathan he had formerly
recognized. Not long after that visit, it was learned that the Baptist minister, whose eyes
had been opened that day to his own real foundation of belief, left the Baptist Church to
become a Catholic priest. He recognized thatialiefs were based more on tradition than

on Scripture, but he saw no reason to adjust to a Bidwed foundation. At least he was
honest.

What is the foundation of your belief, dear Reader? Is it the Bible and the Bible alone, or
does the teachingd your forefathers interpret the Scriptures for you?

Someone has aptly said, AFal se opinions are
men, and thereafter circulated by honest people who perpetuate the crime without knowing
what they are doop. 0O

When we are unbiased and eager to know what is the truth, we shall search for it, as for
hidden treasure, with all our hearts.
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And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with
all your heart, Jeremiah 29:13.

[Speakng of wisdom] if thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for
her as for hid treasures; then shalt thou understand the fear of the
LORD, and find the knowledge of God, Prov. 2:4, 5.

Whom shall he teach knowledge? And whom shall he make to
understand ddcine? For precept must be upon precept, precept
upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there
a little, Isa. 28:9, 10.
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Toward the Dawn
Chapter 5

We have observed dayadinights changing at midnight for all of our lives. It is difficult,

for some, impossible, to think in any other reference. To the Hebrew mind, however, a day
was made up of fAevening and morning, o (Gen.
is nowregarded in the progression of a day.

The devout Jews in the first century began their days at sunset.

They followed the lunisolar calendar in which the first day of a

new month began with the sighting of a new crescent moon just

after sunset. Calendanodifications had been made since the

days of Jeroboam [ACal enHimgr Refor
Cult, and Calendar in Anciersrad, Jerusalem: Magnes Press,

1986.] None of the calendar changes altered the ewvening

morning reckoning, however. Thewls i n Chri stds d:
Sabbaths from sundown to sundown, just as they do today.

From evening to evening, you shall celebrate your sabbaths,
Leviticus 23:32.

The word A d a was @ begam tavwnowapdithe first @ay of fiie week A 1 s

found in only two places: Matthew 28:1 and Luke 23:54. The Greek word usage in each of

these texts is slightly different from each other. The numb&tnr ongdés @oncor dat
Adawno is #2020. The ComBepei Woml Study Didtibnarg: News i n
Testament has this to say about the meaning of t

Upon or besides, denoting accession, coming or drawing toward,

and to shineln Luke 23:54 the verb has the meaning to draw neatr,

as the Jewish Sabbath which began in the evenjhgv.23:32 [cf.

John 19:31 with Deut 21:22, 23]) To dawn as the daylight, to grow

toward daylight (Matt. 28:1). In the evening of the Sabbath when

the Jewish day was drawing on towards the first day of the week,

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went (or bgettset out). It

does not appear that they actually came at this time to visit the
sepulcher, perhaps being delayed by the great earthquake (Matt.
28:2) which preceded our Lordos re

Here, by inference, this scholar and authority seweral languages suggests that Mary
Magdalene and other women went to the tomb as soon as the sun went down that Sabbath.
Al t hough this theol ogi antheappmach of anetvdayint he fid.

order to preserve the traditional Easterdany r esur recti on, he interr
sepulcher with the great earthquake. He believes it must have delayed her arrival until the
daylight was approaching. This would har mon

with traditional beliefs of @re-sunrise resurrection.
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In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of
the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the
sepulcher. (Matthew. 28:1)

In this scenario, Mary, and perhaps the other women, would havebealh night. They
would have left their houses as soon as the sun went down, but mysteriously not arrive at
the sepulcher until just before dawn of Sunday morning.

There are other possibilities for the time gap, however. Take a closer look at ¢heh of
two Scriptures carefully. Matthew 28:1, the first of the two, reads:

In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of
the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the
sepulcher.

The second text, Luke 23:54 reads:

And that day was the preparation, and the Sabbath drew on.

These two texts seem to be in agreement, although the translators have used different

wording (Adawno vs. Adrew ono) . Even thoug
and are, therefore, dapdent on interlinearies as we study, we can assuredly tell that the
only two references to the word Adawno in t
slightly different ending from each other. We must trust that the reference books give an
accuraterendei ng of this differentiation. Noti ce t

Luke 23:54. Instead, in the English translatiepiphoskp has been rendered
AccordingtoThe New Strongds Compl e, te@phoBko,d20R0p nar y ¢
meansit o begin to grow | ight 6 cdmesfronegphangt o daw
#2014, meaning fito become visible or Known,

It is clear, then, thagpiphoskolike many English words, has more than one meaning:

1) To approach, or draw on, as when the sun goes down.
2) To begin to show light, as in the early morning.

Here are all of the entries in the Strongbs

Matthew 28:1i In the end of the sabbath, as it begaléovn towardthe frst day
of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the
sepulcher(Vs. 2)An d , behold there was a gr e
[Dawn - #2020- epiphosko]

2 Peter 1:19- We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto

ye do well that ye takeelkd, as unto a light that shineth in a dark
place, until theday dawn and the day star arise in your hearts (Vs.
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20) Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any
private interpretation. [Dawn #1306i diaugazo]

Those are the only Sprit ur es where the word Adawno i s foc
texts above are clearly unrelated i n meani nq
t hrough, break through, or come to spiritual
28, melaegi mtoto draw on, or to shine forth,

Il n Matthew 28: 1, the tilmeeendbhtt ceubBSdbbatispo
not be coAsitieegantea d aowmrM t owardeé, o0 without reco
biblical, reckoning of theevening ending a day as the next day began. Indeed, the day

always began at sundown. Only through this understanding may we prevent the text from
speaking confusion. Certainly, we can see that it would be totally inaccurate to suppose

that the Sabbath dne & stfie sun was coming up Sunday morning. We must conclude

then, that Matthew 28:1 is referring to those few minutes as the sun is going down Sabbath
evening, heralding the beginning of Sunday®o6:s
first day, Genesis 1:5), reminding ourselves that a biblical day begin at sundown.

If we guard against preconceived notions, and recognize the influence of long cherished
traditions, we will approach the Scriptures in simple, childlike trust. Thus, we will allow
the Scriptures to say what they mean and mean what they say.

There is one more scripture which uses the vemighoskopbut it i s not trans
|l nstead, it is render ed @pbbhoskemeda nveh i ciht oi sb eagli ¢
t o dr aTwattexbis found in Luke 23:54, and reads:

And that day was the preparation, and the sabbath drewdrew - #2020,
to begin, or begin to dawn toward].

So far, it should be clear to the reader what the Bible is saying: That the content of the
resurection Scriptures is focused on the sundown at the end of the selagn8abbath.
There likely followed a sleepless night of reminiscing, sorting, and solving; of confusion
and challenging misconceived conclusions. Thereby, all the biblical accountdenay
harmonized.

With so few usages of the worepiphosko,in the New Testament, to give a full

understanding of the implications and subt]l
will next broaden our word study to include all suffixes. This mdhat we will next

search for all the Adawns, 0 and Adawningo6s. 0
There are no Adawns, o0 |isted in the concord

texts that must be examined, just in case there could be important insights waiting to be
discoveredThe word fAdawningo seems to be associ at
four different Hebrew words are found in the concordance, covering a total of five
occasions in the Old Testament.
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ADrew, 0O the past tense of lyineMew Testantent, hasshe ot h
several uses and is translated from several different Greek words. Below one may note that

the numbers on the right indicate the | ocat.
in a Strongds Concoendesa rexcept Revelation 124, camhtees e r e
connot aapproaaghingpf @i nce this is where the cont

now focus on the New Testament use of the pa

Matt. 13:48 theydrewto shore, and saown 307
Matt. 21:1  And when theydrewnigh to Jerusalem 1448
Mark 6:53  the land of Genesaret, adkwto the shore 4358
Luke 15:25 and as he came addewnigh to the house, 1448
Acts 7:31 as hedrewnear to behold it, the voice of 4334
Acts 27:27 deemed that thegrewnear to some country; 4317
Rev. 12:4  And his taildrewthe third of the stars 4951
One cannot say that the next day i s fHapproa

morning and the previous day ended at &évening, as we read in Matthew 28:1. There are
eight or nine hours of nighttime between the evening and the morning. If one uses Bible
reckoning, there will be no controversy, however. The approaching of one day is the same
as the receding of the day befatre Thus, as Friday is receding into the dusk, Sabbath is
approaching, dawning, drawing nigh. When the sun disappears over the horizon, Friday
ends and Sabbath begins.

Some of us still follow the Bible reckoning today in regards to Sabbath observafige.

then, is it such a mystery, such a knotty issue, to recognize that when the women had rested
over the Sabbath day, they rushed to the sepulcher as soon as the sun went down? Is that
not what you would have done if He was your dearest friend, andigainot ready to let

go of the relationship Or, you had unfinished business which dominated your thoughts?

If the Sabbath ended at midnighwh i ¢ h i twe woole = mighttin assuming that the

women went to the tomb sometime between one andofieec | oc k A. M, as i s
believed. But the Sabbathi dend at midnight; it ended aundown For this reason,

skeptics squirm to keep from accepting the obvious. They assert that Jews were keeping the
days from midnight to midnight under the Ramaule of the Julian calendar. This may

sound like a plausible explanation by which to defend the Traditional Model, but it simply

iS not true.

I n summary of what i's Iimportant to recogni:
resurrection chapters deM opi ng our st o rapptoacking @ nelw eay e, me an
which we know happened at sundown; not daybreak.

Furthermore, as surprising as it may be, thi
in the Greek New Testament Scripturasalll Most d the New Testament, as we have it

today, was translated from Greek, we are told. Because the tradition, set up by the Roman
Church to honor Easter as the commemoration of the resurrection, had already been
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established when the first Latin, German, aner|éEnglish translations were being written,

we have the present agitbagdn tondawndoward thedirst8ayofi pt ur
the week, 0 or fAon t he Thidrendering dustyatewtlie fattthat, we e k ¢
from the stoning of Sghen onward, true followers of Christ (of both Jews and Gentiles)

were belittled, hated, and persecuted. Consequently, when judgment was required on the

part of the early translators, the current hatred for the Jews influenced the word choices in

the tranfating process. The above example in one of many instances.

Notice howThe Interlinear Bibleenders John 20:1. This is as directly translated as it is
possible to be. Notice the reading:

On the, Andirst of [or after] the sabbathsMary the Magdalea
comes early, darkness yet being to the tomb, and sees the stone being
removed from the tomb.

If the reader is not certain what the above choppy, but direct, translation adds to the
argument in this treatise, pick up a copylbe Scripturesa Messianidranslation, avowed
to give the most literal and accurate English reading possible. Here is John 20:1 in that
version:
And on thefirst day of the week Miryam from Magdala came early
to the tomb, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been
removed from the tomb.

Notice two points from that reading: First, the verb is more accurately rendered in the past

tense. When Mary arrived at the tomb, she saw that the stone had already been removed
from the tomb. Sec on ddunattentibrh ®o ydueeadirethe battemdo  wi | |
mar gin below the verisSe:e EfkPpilrasntatdayy dNfottelse 0
to the back of the Bible in search of a secHt
such a section. On page 1214uyuaill read the following explanation:

First Day of the week: The wunderl yingiatGmeek te
sabbatom whi ch when | i t erané bfythet r ans|
sabbat hbwto i s traditionally rendere
The term fdtfthe swwe alay piadotleidbt ehreamhel rya |
h e b d o m&teek,dut nowhere appears as such in the N.T.

The entry continues with an explanation of how the Bible translators borrowed a Semitic
idiom [Elsewhere, | read it came from the Phoenicians.] inrdadeake the text say what
established traditions demanded!

Study! Study! Study to show yourself approved unto Yahweh, a workman who needs not to
be ashamed, who rightly discerns the word of truth (See 2 Timothy 2:15). What else has
been tampered witto validate traditions? Scary thought!

What was just explained iThe Scripturespublished by the Institute for Scripture
Research (1998), I's that the Greek phrase,
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me a rorwe ofithe sabbath/8 I n  Gr ghede,!hadTtbeersplaced in the verse, would
be accurate, for the followers of Christ would have kept the first day of Unleavened Bread,
a Sabbath, followed two days later by the sevelath Sabbath, followed three days later

by the last day of the weekf Unl eavened Bread, a third
By allowing the pressure of tradition to bring into our Bibles a spurious mistranslation
designed to justify tradition, we have allowed Sunday to be placed before the people as
Aone obfbatthhes ,sbta according to the above refere

Sabt

Again, the Wednesdap-Sabbath Model is the only explanation that fits the composite of
all the Scriptures on the subject. Review the sequence of events that took place at Calvary

for clear evidence of this. N®the following chart:

Matthew 27-28

Mark 15-16

Luke 23-24

John 1920

*Temple veil rent
from top to bottom
when Christ died.
*An earthquake rent
the rocks.

*The centurion
exclaimed that Jesu
was the Son of Gog
*Women stood out
of the way watching
everything.

*On Passover
afternoon, Joseph o
Arimethea begged g
Pilate the body of
Jesus.

*Joseph placed the
body in his own new
tomb and rolled the
stone over the door.
*Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary
watched at the
sepulcher.

*This day was a
prepaation day.
*The next day the
chief priests and
Pharisees asked
Pilate to place a

guard at the tomb s¢

*Temple veil torn.
*No earthquake is
mentioned.

*The centurion
exclaims that Jesus
was the Son of God
*The women,
including Salome,
and the mother of
Jesus, had come
from Galilee; they
watched all that
happened.
*Joseph, an
honorable counselof
went boldly to Pilate
for the body.
*Joseph bought fine
linen, took down the
body, & wrapped it.
*Mary Magdalene
and the otheMary
watched at the
sepulcher.

*No mention is
made of the
preparation day, or
the guards at the
tomb.

*When the Sabbath

was over, the Marys|

*Jesus cried out,
ifnFat her |,
hands | commend

My spirit
*No mention of an
earthquake.

*The centurion ex
claimed that Jesus
was a Righteous
Man.
*The people watch
ing smote their
breasts when Christ
died.
*The women
watched everything.
*Joseph took down
the body, wrapped it
and placed it in a
new tomb.
*Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary
watched at the
sepulcher.
*This day was the
preparation day.
*The women went
home, prepared
spices, and rested o
the Sabbath day.
*No mention is

*No mention of the
temple veil or an
earthquake. He add
the details at the
cross: casting lots,
thief on the cross,
and Mary put into

Johnoés ca
*John dwells on the
fulfillment of

prophecy in each
event.

*No mention is
made of the women
watching all.

*It was the
prepaation for the
Passover meal, so
the Jews made hast
to get the bodies
down.

*The next day was g
sabbath.

*No mention is
made of securing thy
tomb, or of any
earthquake.

*No mention of
meeting angels with
messages to go tell
the disciples.
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Matthew 27-28
that the disciples
coul dnot
body.

*Pilate secured the
tomb for three days.
*At the end of the
Sabbath the two
Marys went tolie
sepulcher.

*There was another
earthquake.
*Sleeping saints
arise at the
earthquake.

*A mighty, dazzling
angel rolled away
the stone.

*The angel sat atop
the stone.

*The guard fell as
dead before the
angel.

*The angel sent the
women to tell the
other dsciples.
*They met Jesus on
the way and fell at
His feet and
worshipped Him.
*Jesus told them to
tell the others to
meet Him in Galilee,

Mark 15-16

and Salome bought
spices, preparing to
anoint the body.
*The women came
to the tomb at
sunrise to anat the
body.

*They found the
stone rolled away,
and wondered. No
earthquake
mentioned.

*They found a
young man sitting
inside the tomb
clothed in a long
white robe; they
were afraid.

*No mention of the
guards being over
come by the bright
ness of thengel.
*The angel sent the
women to tell the
disciples & Peter.
*The angel had said
to meet Jesus in
Galilee.

*The narrative
moves to the walk in
the country.

Luke 23-24

made of a guard at
the tomb.

*Very early on the
first day of the week
the women returned
to thetomb bringing
their spices.

*They found the
tomb empty. Then
two men in shining
garments appeared
and told them that
Christ had risen.
*No mention of an
earthquake, or of th¢
soldiers falling
before the angel.
*No mention of the
two angels sending
thewomen to tell the
other disciples.
*The women left the
sepulcher to find the
disciples.

*Peter ran to the
tomb to see for
himself.

*A detailed narrative
of the walk to
Emmaus follows.
*He reminds them
that He would rise

the third day.

John 1920

*Mary ran to tell the
disciples and Peter.
*Peter and John ran
to the sepulcher to
see for themselves.
*Mary returned to
the sepulcher to
weep.

*Now she found two
angels sitting in the
tomb. They spoke t
her. When she
turned back, she
thought she saw the
gardener.

*When He spoke,
she knew it was
Jesus.

*Jesus sa
touch Me for | have
not yet ascended to
My Father, but go
tell the disciples that
| am going to My
Father and your
Fat her . o
*That evening, while
they hid from the
Jews, Jesus appear
in their midst.

All of the above happened in a short afternoon, roughlytheaosaneyears ago. Notice
particularly the similarities and differences between the four accounts. Each one adds
something not mentioned by the others.

Now, from the above Scripres, along with my visual imagery, here is a composite
narrative of what | believe happened from the cross to the empty tomb:

1 Several hundrethousand people were in Jerusalem because the PaSsagtr
of Unleavened Bread event was the high point eagpring. In fact, the Jews
called the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread a High Sabbath. It was
one of the few occasions during the year when attendance was required. The
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excited throng, some of them friends of Jesus, had no idea of tHubdifiging
events that were about to transpire.

When we pick up the events near sundown on Golgotha, Jesus had already
refused pain killers, He had given assurance to the thief beside Him, and He had
willed His mother into the care of one of His youngestofw#rs, John. We

would have seen the soldiers cast lots for His outer garment, and would have
heard Jesus say, fAFather, into Thy hand

Women, standing nearby, were weeping. They learned later that at the moment
when Christ died annseen hand sliced through the Temple veil from top to
bottom, leaving in full view the empty Most Holy Place. A stone marked the
place where the Ark of the Covenant should have been. The soldier near the
cross saw it all.

Joseph of Arimathea, a counsetomong the Jews and a follower of Jesus, not
willing to see Him thrown into an open grave, as was the custom for criminals,
hastened up the hill. The sun was about to set, ushering in the yearly Sabbath
the first day of Unleavened Bread. He knew thestsigvere anxious to dispose

of the bodies before sundown. Joseph had just acquired permission from Pilate
to take the body of Jesus.

Nicodemus accompanied Joseph of Arimathea, bringing fresh linen and aloes.
Joseph approached the centurion with hicied orders from Pilate. Urged on

by pious priests, the soldiers were already breaking legs and using their spears

to hasten the ending of this hideous sp

Joseph of Arimathea took down the body of Jesus, and wéhhelp of
Nicodemus, prepared the naked, mutilated body, wrapped it in the linen, and
proceeded to his own garden tomb nearby.

The women, including Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of Jesus, and
Salome, all followed the sad procession to the garden $epulcThey stayed
and watched until the great stone was rolled over the tomb entrance.

The sun had now set, and the sobbing company of-bezkén believers
returned to their homes in the growing dusk. They needed time to sort out all
that had taken placso suddenly, so unexpectedly, on this historic Passover
Day. The Passover meal was supposed to be served at 6:00 that evening. Some
suppers must have been late that Sabbath evening. We might wonder if any of
the followers of Jesus felt like eating thmtal? The disciples of Christ had
eaten their Last Supper with the Saviour the night before.

The next day was the Feast of Unleavened Bread, a High Sabbath of rest for all

Jews. Competing with the Sabb#&ibeping activities that were to occupy the
minds of the public sector, the priests had an additional agenda: They must
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convince Pilate to secure the tomb, for they remembdred®ign. It had been

the sign of Jonah three days and three nights. So the priests sought to have the
tomb guarded for theedays. Their request was granted, and the soldiers were
dispatched, even though it was a sacred holiday in Jerusalem.

The day following the Feast of Unleavened Bread High Sabbath was a business
asusual day, a Fridapreparatiorday, with more than thesual duties to finish

before another sundown, which would usher in the sexdasghSabbath. The

women busied themselves shopping for the spices and whatever supplies they
would need for the Sabbath day. They shopped, prepared the spices, did their
Sabb#h food preparation, prepared their homes and clothing, and made
themselves ready forthe sevedttay Sabbat h, according to

Eager to make a lawful journey to the sepulcher, the Marys and Salome watched
as the sun went down on that, seayyn longerthanusual Sabbath day.
Finally, they gather the supplies and spices, which they had prepared on Friday,
and, taking their lanterns, they headed for the tomb in the growing dusk. Mary
ran ahead, a mighty earthquake heaving the earth beneafeelt. When the
other women, perhaps disoriented for a time by the quake, finally caught up
with her, she had already found the tomb empty.

Inside the tomb, Mary Magdalene was bewildered. What could have happened
to her Lord? She looked about andswsartled by two angels (appearing as
men dressed in white). She was afraid, but they assuaged her fears with
assurance that her Master had risen. She may have then rushed out looking for
the other women who were following her there. When they found ether,
perhaps at the edge of the garden, they returned to the sepulcher while Mary
excitedly told what had just transpired. Approaching the tomb, they saw a
brilliant angel sitting on the cowastone. He spoke to the women, again
explaining that theiMaster had risen. He then dispatched them to tell the
disciples and Peter.

Running much of the way, the women excitedly entered the meeting place

where the disciples were hiding from the magistrates. When the story was
recounted, some disbelieved. Petad John raced to the garden sepulcher, to

see for themsel ves, John arriving first
was indeed empty!

The disciples of Christ must not have gotten much sleep that night, as their
doubts and ambivalent feelings of feaingled with excitement must have kept
them chattering long into the night.

Mary Magdalene, on the other hand, had to find Jesus. The angel had said that
she was to tell the others that Jesus would meet them in the place they had often
met in Galilee. We are not privy to her thoughts as she made her way through
the darkness of that first day of the week. She would return to the sepulcher
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once more. Perhaps she hoped to question the men dressed in shining robes,
whom she had met on her first visit teettomb.

All was silent in the garden as the first hint of sunlight gathered on that first day
of the weekiresurrection morning, it is traditionally called. Mary walked
pensively through the trees and shrubs, tears blurring her vision as she entered
theempty tomb. On that visit, she noticed the neatly folded grave shroud on the
shelf. She had been too stunned to notice it before.

Not wanting to leave the place, where only a few days before she had been near
the Master she loved so dearly, she lindeme the garden. Presently, she
became aware of someone else in the garden. Only a gardener would be there
going about his work so early in the morning.

By the question she asked him, we realize that even Mary did not trust what she
herself had seen arbard. Perhaps the explanations made up by the doubting
disciples to bring rationality to this whole bizarre aberration, had made her
doubt her own experience.

The fAgardenero saw her deep sorrow. fAWo
you | ookeaskpd.f or 20 h

Without looking up, and perhaps trying to conceal her-¢eaked face, she

answer ed, ASir, i f you have taken him
him, and | will take him somewhere el se
In that wonderful moment when Yeshua called mea me , AMary, O S

recognized Him and prostrated herself at His feet. She had washed those feet

with her tears only a few days before. Now, she reached to worship at His feet,

but He stopped her with His command, f
ascended o My Father. o (KJV) Some versions
not hold on to Me. o

Obediently, she left Him to find the disciples and tell them the rest of the story,
as He then had told her to do.

Yeshua returned to Heaven to be presented as thig/#cal Lamb, the Peace

Offering, and the Wave Sheaf Offering. The time would have been 9:00 A.M,

for that was the time the Wave offering was presented, and Jesus fulfilled all the
types in exact, l'iteral ti me, medrsm wel | a
the tomb at sundown Sabbath, He had waited to approach His Father until 9:00

AM for He would fulfill the type in time and event. More on that subject in the

next chapter.
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1 Those who came out of their graves at His resurrection accompanied Him as
the spring harvest. He would be presented first, then they, according to the

type.

1 Later that evening, Christ returned to encourage and instruct the men and
women who had been His closest friends and earthly companions.

In conclusion, the evidence is rapelling for a literal sundowto-sundown burial to
resurrection, spanning sevesttyo hours. Christ died on Wednesday, was buried about
sundown before an annual Sabbath, and came forth from the tomb at sundown of the

seventhday Sabbath exactly three dagnd three nightsjis Sign.
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Our Passover, Our Peace Offering
Chapter 6

One of the ar gume-bDaysandahgeN ingshtt stoh eMofdTehlr eceo me s
study of the Old Testament peace offerings. That is iviwll be examined here. It has

been put forth that because Christ was our Peace Offering the time element can be
shortened a few hours to match this type.

Leviticus 7:1517 presents two kinds-obr reasons ferthe peace offerings:
1 Peace offeringfor thanksgiving
1 Peace offerings for vows, or voluntary offerings

Although we are thankful for the gift of grace, we cannot find an antitype in the thank
offering for the death of the Son of God. No! He was not offered for a thank offering,
although WEare thankful for His gift!

The second option for presenting a peace offering was to honor a vow. This was a
voluntary offering, and we can find an antitype here. The Son of God did voluntarily (John
10:17, 18) vow to set Himself aside as an offeringsfor and thereby again bring peace to
the universe. We may insightfully say that The Passover Lamb became our Peace Offering.
That is a Truth.
1 Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for
our justification. Therefore being justified byitfg we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, Rom.-5:25

1 For it pleased the Father that in Him should all fullness dwell;

and, having made peace through tF
1:19, 20.
T For unto us a child aces ithe né The
Il ncrease of Hi s government and pe
Isa. 9:6, 7.

1 And thou, child, shall be called the prophet of the Highest
[referring to John the Baptist] e
darkness and in the shadow of death, [nefg to Christ] to
guide our feet into the way of peace. Luke 1:76, 79.

1T éthe Lord of peace himself give vy

Christ was the Prince of Peace, the Prince of Life, and our Saviour, the Lamb of God.

1 And killed the Prince of Lifayho God hath raised from the
deadé Acts 3:15
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1 The God of our fathers raised up Yeshua, whom you slew and
hanged on a tree. Hi m hath God e
Saviouré.Acts 5:30

Although the Passover Lamb became our Peace Offering, that didh moty way,
alterHis Sign. Let us look, then, for the parallels between the types and antitypes
in this ritual. We will note the regulations given for the peace offering, that we
might better see their application and meaning applied to the Antitype.

Peace Offering: Type and Antitype (Lev. 7:1517)

Type Antitype

*Must be without blemish, Lev. 3:1 *No sin found in Christ, 1 John 3:5

*The fat was separated from the offering, | *Christ was tested and came through
being a type of sin, Ps. 37:20. The fat my victorious, Luke 4:1, 2. Again, no sin.
be burned up, Lev. 7:31

*The peace offering would be eaten fao | *How this applies to the death of our
days, Lev. 7:18L7 Saviouris unknown.

*The remains of the sacrifice, which were| *Christ went through the second death for

not eaten, must be burned up on the third u s . That i s death
day. understand it bett g
*The shoul der was t *The government shall be upon His

7:32, 33 shoulder, Isa. 9:6; Luke 15:5

*The breast was saved for Aaron and his | *He shall carry them (the lambs) in His
sons, Lev. 7:31 bosom, Isa. 40:11

*The Peace Offering and the Bssover *Type met Antitype in our Saviour, our

Lamb were theonly sacrifices eaten by all Lamb without blemish, and our Prince of
Israel, and both must be without blemish.| Peace!

The argument is made that since the remains of the peace
offering were required to be burned op the third day, we
may shorten the time for Christ in the tomb to be kiass
seventytwo hours. Those who reason this way say He was
raised sometime on the third day, to match the Peace Offering
Model. This could mean, then, that Jesus may have been
crucified on Friday a few hours before sundown, placed in the
S tomb at sundow, call Friday dayone, apply figuratively His
death for two days and have it consumed, or finished on the third day. In this way, the
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resurrection can be argued to have happened sometime on Sunday, the first day of the
week, and have the antitype finishim less than seventywo hours. This explanation, or
cour se, I gnor es-a€ehaus flav! Besides, peace offermgs svere offered
throughout the year, on any day of the week; but, the wave offering followed the Sabbath.

For those of us two require the Bible to explain itself, to reveal the applications of types
and antitypes, and to harmonize itself between each Bible writer, we must settle on the
interpretation that brings the closest harmony between all contributions from Scripture,
recardless of our personal preference or traditional teachings.

It makes perfect sense to apply theaning of the peace offering remains, tlee second

death. If it was done on the third day, then we may trust that our Saviour dealt with the
second deathrothe third day of His entombment, if that is the antitype implied. No
Scripture directly says that, but the fact that the second death is complete consummation by
fire, so that sin will not ever rise again (Nahum 1:9), may be implied from the type itself
We may not understand it, but we trust the Bible enough to believe that there may be a
parallel here. Everything about the offerings has an antitype in Christ. Seeing that worked
out so frequently in other offerings and ceremonies, one can truftehansummation of

the peace offering may indeed have been meant to cover a wider scope than most of us
have previously thought.

Peace Offeringi Type Peace Offeringi Antitype
Day One: The sacrifice without blemish | Day One: Christ, the Lamb without
was made. It waeaten bll blemish was sacrified to make
Israel. Peace for all spiritual Israel.

Day Two: The flesh was eaten the secon{ Day Two: His body was symbolically
day. Aeateno up by
Earth, and remained so for
those two days.
Day Three: The uneaten portion was Day Three: Because the next tpitnat
burned up, entirely.. happened was the resurrection
some suppose it corresponds
to the-ufpbwr nin
But, wait! Will not this sin
cursed earth be consumed by
fire? It seems more logical to
find the parallel between the
burning up of the remains with
t hsecoiiddeath 0 by a4
consuming fire than with the
resurrection.
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As with The Sign of Jonah, we find that the Peace Offering

holds more significance than formerly realized. The Peace
Offering was about making peace Barth all the way to the

Second Death In other words, His Peace is the Ultimate Peace!

I Peace forhe Plaintive; Peace for the Planet. Before Christ

came from the tomb, He had gaine
death, 0 Revelation 1: 18, and had
all accomplished before Christ came from the tomb, and it
happened, | believe, amaling to the type, on the third day!

A We 61 | understand it better by an
explains some of the types and antitypes presently buried in
mystery.

Important to recognize is, however, the harmony and continuity

between the types dnAntitype without adjusting the Scriptures
own preferences, and wi fiHisout i gn
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The Antitypical Wave Sheaf
Chapter 7

If Passover on the 4of Nisan corresponded to the Crucifixion, thé"1of Nisan must
correspond to the Resurrection. Interestingly, although not directly related to this study, the
17" of Nisan has been shown to be the day the Hebrew people marched by faith through
the Red Sea to salvation from the pursuing Egyptians. Evereltbfat, Nisan 17 had great
significance, for it was the day the Ark rested in the mountains of Ararat; again, a point of
salvation to Goddés people.

Nisan 18 was the day of the wave offering, the day after the

Sabbath day.. That is the type and antitgseociated with

the beginning of the harvest. In a sense, it may hold the most
important implications for us. We will review the wave

of fering presented the morning ¢
resurrection. We will, in this chapter, also give attentmn

the day on which the Bible commanded it to be done, for it

holds crucial implication for the keeping of Pentecost

following fifty days later.

The reason the wave sheaf is important to our unraveling of the knotty teachings regarding

the death and resrection of our Elohim and Messiah Yeshua, is because some
conscientious students of Scripture have tr]i
of the weeko as the starting point for coun
responsil@ for the confusion, this focus on avoidance of Sunday has contributed to the
confusion, nonetheless. Some zealous ones resist celebrating any event of the Most High

on the first day of the week, as if Satan, after all, created it!

Let us reestablish owufaith in the Creator, recognizing that He has not forfeited one day of

the week to His Enemy. We give too much attention and power to the fallen angel when

we ignore Bibletruth on the grounds that Sunday has become associated with counterfeits.

The Evi One has usurped the fAsides of the Nort
of the congregationo (I sa. 13:14) , but mo s
meetings, or group worship because of it.

Should we reject Friday as the Preparafiay because we have come into the knowledge

of the Islamic religionds c¢claim on Friday
prophets, and priests? Or, do we find their-@ttrist religion innocuous simply because

we know less about their counterfeitershipped on Friday?

If this reasoning makes the reader uncomfortable, perhaps it is because the reasoning seems
foreign to our mineset based on a lifetime of warnings againstday worship on the first
day of the week, it having come from rebelliordalefiance toward our holy God.

Break out of the stereotypes schooled into our very fiber in this regard, and think for a
mo me n t about the meaning in the number i on
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important, the beginning of a sequence, or sbhingthaving a position of great power or

authority. To reject the first day as Satanic, is to also insinuate that Jehovah got better in

His creative adventure with each day in sequence; that the first was defective in some ways

that allowed the devil togd his grip on it. To deny the importance and preeminence of the

first day of the week, because it has been given an abominabléfalBeu nday, 06 gi ves
Archenemy power a Christian should never allow. No! Each day had its perfection,
including the first

Yet, some will ignore the spiritual and symbolic insight in a Bible comnidmdtart the
time clock to Pentecost on the day after the sevdayhSabbath-on the grounds that some
people have been deceived into accepting symbols of Satan disguisgueaanted as
bel ongi ng t o onGHefirstdaly df the vieeks p e |

This same feafactor, or avoidance mechanism, is present in the rejection of several other
very biblical teachings. For instance, some Christians ignore the example and agmonitio

to raise oneb6bs hands in worship. They read
and reject personal application simply because certain denominations practice it.. With

these they disagree. They donét owalnt t o Lk
demonstrative; 0 therefore, they reject the c

Another example is the prejudice that prevents thousands from accepting the examples and

commands to keep the commandment s, i ncl udi nc¢
of God, 06 they decl ar e, it herefore we must r
Jews. After all, they were rejected; were th

We are in danger of following a similar line of faulty reasoning, when we ignore Leviticus

23:11, 15 because we nd t want to have anything to do
commanded by Papal Rome. If Rome were to command that all people celebrate Easter on

the seventlday Sabbath following the Vernal Equinox, would we resist it because it came

from the Papists, or baase it denies the Word of God?

It seems that many Christians frame their religion by what @lveid for appearanceake,
as much as to what theglhere

1 Sabbattk eepers avoid | ooking |Iike AnAPent
ignore and deny Scripture ingh r ef f or t . Most woul d
wi t h -ridiasn@r so during worship. It wi

make people uncomfortable.

I Sundayk eeper s avoid Jdof@Godkiind et $ ke Bston
ignore and deny Scripture in their effort. They wouldt keep the
seventhday Sabbath lest they be associated with Jews, or legalists.

1 Feastk eepers avoid | oefkoilnigowleirlse onAmmyt

and deny Scripture in their effort. Many will deny the truth put forth in
this treatise, simply becaels t he fAchurcho doesndt t e:
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Prejudice clouds reasoning, turning faith in the Word into fear of the watchers.

Today much truth is rejected by the approac
evidence?o0 Il nst ead o fGo di, SOh otwh ememafjroorm ttyh eo fW
AShow me from the teaching of our forefathe
AShow me from the wparophteti fognding dathers,o ar rleadiogh ur ¢ h

theol ogians. 0 I n e a enmonaénominate@ $sehe primacy aft i on s ,
interpretative leaders over Scriptural doctrine.

This does not mean that forefathers are not to be honored, or church apostles and prophet
are not to be believed, but rather, that light is ever increasing. Forefatagnsomhave

had all the evidence that is available today. Church apostles and prophets may not have had
understanding given them on subjects we now understand. Many religious writers assumed
that their prior teachings were all correct. Without direcelaion to challenge these
assumptions, error has at times been innocently strengthened.

The calendar issue enters the picture at this point, because it has given cause for men to
change the AThus saith the Lor dedbyileadingcri ptu

theol ogians; and God isné6t all that particul
God knows your good intentions. o0 Even amongq
variations in calendakeeping crept in by simply avoiding agneent with those in greater
apostasy than onebés own affiliates.

This part of my research has been adequate to convince me that the starting date for the
spring calendar was biblically based on the new moon after the Vernal Equinox, with the
ripening of tle barley adding verification. Furthermore, the timing for the waving of an
omer of barley grain was established by the weekly Sabbath, which came during the week
of Unleavened Bread.

Jehovah had told Moses to estad|]doshfthe can
called that. This would hold great importance, for the antitype would follow in literal time.
The foregoing is what appears clearly presented in Scripture:

Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come
into the landwhich | give unto you, and shall reap the harvest
thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the first fruits of your harvest
unto the priests; And he shall wave the sheaf before the Lord, to be
accepted for you; on the morrow after tisabbath [#7676] the
priest shall wave it. And ye shall count unto you from the morrow
after theSabbath from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave
offering; seven Sabbaths shall be complete, Leviticus 23:10, 11, 15.

In summary, the Vernal Equinox establishes theévalrrof the spring season, the new

moons, the months. Abib, or Nisan, the first month, contained Passover, coming of the 14
day, and the week of Unleavened Bread, which began and ended with annual Sabbaths.
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During that week of Unleavened Bread, a shédfavley was to be presented to Jehovah.
This ceremony established Pentecost, fifty days after the wave sheaf offering.

The Bible does not actually refer to this ceremony as the Wave Sheaf Offering. The act of
waving a sheaf of grain (barley) before therd is mentioned three times in Leviticus,
Chapter 23, but the term AWave Sheaf Offerin

The wave offering was made from the green ears of barley. The month Abib means green
ears ( Stawdbregdibdwas afiéred at Jeraem, but was not gathered strictly
from Jerusalem. Keep in mind, that the barley would be budding green before the new
moon that began the month of Abib. Agriculturists tell us that a couple of weeks must
elapse between the time of budding and floweriaddy and the formation of the embryo

new grain to be waved (the wave sheaf) during the days of Unleavened Bread.

Actually, fAsheaf o has beeomerf $tameh qdCGnd# f 68 @ In6 X
means fdAsmall bowl . o Tim the ascountdof thescollextios @ wh e r e
manna in the wilderness (Ex. 16:18.t r ongo0s New Di ctequatesaany of B
omerwith 2.4 liters (wet or dry) in our modern measuring system.

This first harvested sheaf underwent a rigorous preparatiorr leefo t h eeleviatmgne r
ceremony. 0 The heads of grain weMighnag epar at
as part of the preparation before they were waved over the altar. Notice the following

guote from theMishnah

AThey used teépdhely utsewi thh fbiemt it
the stems of plants that the grain
put it in a grist mill and took therefrom a tenth which was sifted
through thirteen sievesé They put
t h er Bendhotv104).

According to Jewish sources, the wave offering was originally offered at 9:00 A.M.,
although there are no Bible texts to show that. The time is not recorded in Scripture. Only
the commandeday for the offering is clearly recorded: It was to be oétkon the day

after the seventbday Sabbath within the week of Unleavened Bread. This was the
command of YHWH, and this is how it was done after Israel entered the Canaan land.

This ceremony had not been performed while Israel was in the wilderoes fisraelites

had no land, and therefore, no harvest season. There had been no harvest while Israel lived

as nomads for those forty years. Although the calculations for Pentecost were established at
Mount Sinai, they were not practiced until Israetl lemtered the Promised Land. Although

preSi nai records evidence the keeping of Yah\
Pentecost was among the holy days kept by the patriarchs before Sinai. What is known is

the command given to Moses for futurengeations.

For thousands of years, at Sabbath sundown, the high priest has met a throng of
worshippers on the hillside beyond Jerusalem. He calls over the Kidron Valley, Is the sun
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down yet?0 A multitude of voi c arleyidhtieen u s, nT
gathered in the growing dusk at the end of the Sabbath day during the week of Unleavened
Bread. The throng burst into singing their praise to God as they follow the priest up the hill

to the temple where the grain will be prepared for therimfg on the first day of the week

at 9:00 A.M. This service is done even todby some, in memory of its fulfilment two

thousand years agand by others, in hopeful anticipation of a future event.

The wave offering was a kind of gratitude and ackedgment offering for the provision

and the Provider of the bounty in the Promised Land, similar to tithe today. But it
represented much more. More symbolism is revealed through the process of preparing the

grain. The Messiah had endured the beating vattsrthe scourging, the oven, and the
comforting presence of the oil of the Holy Spinthich He had without measur&nd no

bones were broken by His ordeal. This was M
Throne of Glory as the First Fruits fragarth.

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors,
And the King of Glory shall come in. Ps. 24:7

This verse was first fulfilled when He entered His glory after triumphing over His enemy.
The anthem the angels sang vl sung again when He brings the wheat harvest into His
glory. The anthem is repeated in verses 9 and10. And so it will be at the wheat harvest to
come.

Whil e the Saviour represented the Afirst frt
resurreted saints from all time before Pentecost (Acts 2). Many of these may have
accompanied Him at His first ascension (before Acts 1:11). Similarly, the wheat harvest

will have its antitype in the fall with the second coming of Christ and the harvestrdf livi

saints. Both harvests had the prerequisite of an omer of grain offered before the altar; then

the ripened grain could be harvested and used for food or fodder. That is a worthy subject

for another study.
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The Wave Sheaf Mix Up
Chapter 8

Christ, Himsel, was the Antitypical Wave Sheaf that must be offered to the Father before
those resurrected at the time of the great
27:52, 53), or taken to heaven. The 144,000 may be the omer of wheat offered to the Father

bef ore the great final harvest. We do not Kk
pearly gateso for their acceptance, or i f
According to the types, we have reason to wonder, but the Bible is silentiregthese

details in the antitype of the barley harvest.

In addition to the beautiful symbolism which typified the Saviour, we have His precision in

the application of each symbblin times as well as event. Everything about the life and
ministry of the Messiah was sketched in prophecies. A few of those prophecies are as
follows:

He was brought as a lamb to the slaughter, Isaiah 53:7

Behold! The Lamb of Godé John 1:29
Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us, 1 Corinthians 5:7

In the midst of theveek he shall cause the sacrifice and oblation to

cease, Daniel 9:27

= =4 =8 -4

We know that he fulfilled all the other specifications in literal time. Daniel 9:27 should be
no exception. While the prophecy had a true
year), as with most prophecy, there were aspects that would also be fulfilled in literal time.

A foundational point for this chapter of the study into the controversial Crucifixion
Resurrection Models is that the calendar of events for the Wave She#tiededtivals to

follow, were based owatching. As Ancient Israel watched for the new moons and the

budding of grain to determine their appointments with Yahweh, according to the types, so

we must recognize the antitype will be associated wiltchfulness. We will miss our
appointments with God wunless we are watchin
antitype is riveted to the commandwatch.

Watch, therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come,
Matthew 24:42.

Watch, therefore, dr ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein
the Son of man cometh, Matthew 25:13.

Watchand pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed
is willing, but the flesh is weak, Matt. 26:41.

Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye mayaoeounted

worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to
stand before the Son of man, Luke 21:36
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P Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like
men, be strong, 1 Corinthians 16:13.

Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; butitet
watchand be sober, 1 Thessalonians 5:6.

But watchthou in all things, endure affliction, do
the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy
ministry, 2 Timothy 4:5.

But the end of all things is at hand: be ye
therefore sober, anevatch unto prayer,1 Peter
4:7.

Blessed are those servants, whom the Lord when he cometh shall
find watching Verily | say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and
make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them,
Luke 12:37

Here we have the languagefeast days and festivals. What a blessing in that day for all
who have watched and waited! And, what sadness and remorse there will be for those who
have not discerned the meaning of the signs in the heavens, nor in the ripening of the grain.

Remembetherefore how thou has received and heard, and hold fast,
and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, | will come on thee as
a thief and thou shalt not know what hour | will come upon thee,
Revelation 3:3

Behold, | come as a thief. Blessed is he wmicheth, and keepeth
his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame, Revelation
16:15.

The Bible has a lot to say about the importance of watching, as watchmen guarding the
wall keep alert to the events announced by the Creator Himself ich#reging sky. As

Godbés people were to watch for the Vernal E c
alert for the fripeningo world. We are to
|l ater, in El ohimbés appointed time (mobed).

Would YHWH setapart appointed times, such as the Sabbath, His sanctified day of
worship, put His blessing on it, command that we keep it, and then allow that sacred time

to be | ost, so that we candt keaenmyg would S2r Wo ul «
up so mub controversyproducingprejudice that few will ever experience it.

Would YHWH set up rehearsals for the biggest event in the history of time, tell us we are
to hold sacred convocations at these appointed times, and then allow Henanai to so
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confuse and obscure them that no one could agree on, or be sure of, those divine
appointments? Would He? No! But, His amtemy would circulate false theories and
agitate so much controversy that most will despair of finding them.

Would YHWH show us, througthe emblem of the omer of grain, the part we may play
when rehearsals are over, and then leave His glory for the first fruits in disarray? He would
never! But, His arclenemy would discredit those who obey the Torah commands, so that
their obedience isiewed as rebellion, and tradition is championed as a worthy Guide!
Having elevated the Scriptures above tradition, we herein take the position that the Bible
says what it means and means what it says.

If the Sabbath intended in the Leviticus 23:15 is fieventkday Sabbath, as the werd
study suggests, then the Wave Sheaf Offering comes on the day after the-dayeaftthe

week, making Pentecost fall on a Sunday (or eighth day) every year. This was the intent of
the Leviti cusShabath#/&/6, mStarbdrag hd Candtltepnaddice n ¢ e
of the Sadducees, Karaite Jews, and other Jewish reformers who took issue with the
Pharisees on this point.

Those who followed the Pharisees (Orthodox Jews today, and those who honor the
Rabbinic law diretly or indirectly through the writings of Josephus, etc.), defend the
change to Sivan 6, making the wave sheaf come on the day after the first annual sabbath at
the start of the week of Unleavened Bread. This tradition, started by the Pharisees after the
years in Babyl on, I's simply not bi bl i cal

mean the | ast day of Afany period of seven

commentaries (See Appendix 3), lacks support in Scripture.

In addition, ithasben t aught that the words for MASabba
t n o

the Ol d Testament ; herefore, one <coul d
Leviticus 23:11, 15 was not the first day of Unleavened Bread. But, familiarity or
popularity does not makerror into truth. Notice what these verses actually say:

(11) And he shall wave the sheaf before the Lord, to be accepted for you; on
the morrowafter the Sabbath the priest shall wave[Babbath=#7678he
6 "for rest]

(15) And ye shall count untmu from the morrovafter the Sabbath, from
the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offesegen Sabbathshall
be complete:

(16)Even unto the morrow after tiseventh Sabbatishall ye number fifty
daysé

F

What happens when one starts the ceuot Pent ecost from a festiva

the seventiday Sabbath, is shown by the following diagram:
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Crucifixion year:

UBS 2"Weekly 39Weekly 4"Weekly 5"Weekly & Weekly 7Weekly
1% Sabbath Sabbath Sabbath Sabbath Sabbath Sabbath
Sab. andend

of UB of UB

UBS= Unleavened Bread Sabbath

In the crucifixion year, assuming thd" flay Sabbath was also the first day (an annual
Sabbath) of Unleavened Bread (which it wasnboé
inlevi ticus 23: 11, 15, 16, and the fulfill ment
Pentecost arriving fifty days later (Acts 2).

But what happens in the next year? Passover, according to the traditional view, would land
on a Thursday. The Leviticus 23struction is that the priest cosgvenSabbaths. So, if

we say the word ASabbatho in this passage 1in
Sabbat hs, the following is what happens to -
Notice:

UBS 1%Weekly UBS ¥ Weekly 3%Weekly 4"Weekly 8"Weekly 6 Weekly 7" Weekly
Thurs. Sabbath Thurs. Sabbath Sabbath Sabbath Sabbath Sabbath Sabbath
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

In the above time line, it still takes seven weeks (7x7) to equal 49 days, with“tiays0

following as Pentecost. But, count how many Sabbaths are nohose 49 days? By
counting the festival holy days as fASabbaths
directive, one countasinefi Sabbat hs o! The first t wo weeks
contain two Sabbaths eachn only one year out of everseven yearsvould the count

equal the number (7) directed by God in Leviticus for the priests to count to Pentecost:

Count seven Sabbaths.

| f one recogni zes, however , ndiiaterchangpeableHe br e w
(See Appendix 1, page 8%nd that the seventtay Sabbath is specifigkclusivelyin the

Leviticus passage, one soon realizes that the count from the first Sabbath to the seventh
Sabbath places Pentecost on the first day of the week every year, according to the
command given tdloses.

It seems that, although the study on the tu@gsand threenights has been compelling to

those who have followed the subject through the Scriptures, as soon as the wave sheaf has
been mentioned, many have turned back to their traditionalfdelfieFridayto-Sunday.

What was there in the wave sheaf teaching t
many? How could anyone see all the Bible evidence and read the clearly stated command

to the priests to count from Shabbath seven Shabbaths)(Z&@itbyet turn back?. | had to

get to the bottom of the objection. This study seemed to me to be obvious truth.

Anlf you say the Wave Sheaf was offered o
heathen day by placing Pentecost always on a Sunidag, tf i r st day of t
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mu st make the Catholic Church very happy, O
people become agitated with me over Scripture, | know | am onto something the deuvil
doesndt want known. So | kept searching.

My first word-study, as | determined to thoroughly investigate this knotty subject, was

over the contention that the words for nSa
interchangeable in meaning, as mentioned previously. This meant that one could not be
surewheneadi ng the word ASabbatho in a text, wh
week or an annual Sabbath in reference.

What kind of a Sabbath, weekly or yearly, makes a lot of difference in how one regards the
events recorded in the New Testament aotat the crucifixion week. It also begins the

count to Pentecost, kept by most on both sides of the Cross. An incorrect starting point

would mean a wrong date for the Feast of Weeks, as Pentecost is often called. Some
believe a second Pentecost exparien wi | | be on the Arighto Pen
to view this subject, then, from Godds revea

Every reference t&habbath(#7676), defined it r ongés Q@QmirnnZomdda mdc & s o6
Complete Word Study of the Old Testamens Thd&iSabbath, the day of rest, the holy
seventh dayé The wasexamirted. sTeisywombtabbath)@abbath, 0

was always used when referring to the seventh day, and often used in reference to the
sacred seventh year. Once it was used for thedD@tonement, the most solemn of all

the Sabbaths, coming in the seventh month. On the other hand, the&Sialbthathonwas

never used in reference to seventhi whether a weekly or a yearly seventiihat is an

extremely important fact to understand.

Checking other concordances, to see if they agreed @ithr ongébés Camchcor dan
Zodhi atesbs Compl et e Wo rwhs aldisaouragingopfocesshfa Ol d
few concordances show the difference betwee
remakable since even a novice in languages may determine from any Hebrew lexicon that

the endings of the two ASabbathod words are
study may be found in Appendix 4, beginning on Page 101.

AOne of t he Kk ntéstertaing sfdr expgetioabentaesmare missing from most
commentaries. Nearly all Protestant commentators suggest, like the statement following,

that the Sabbath was a day of rest for the Jews only. Most commentaries add personal and
denominatioal bias, but little else. More commentary notes are to be found in Appendix

3, Page 97, all of which departed from the exegesis of Scripture, giving their owOéas.
stockbroker, turned Trutkeeker, Christian, says he gave up on commentaries years ago
Some of us have come to see why someone who
wisdom. We must settle for no less that the full, unbiased truth.

Not e: ARnThe first of these [sabbaths] men
23: 10, 1 lVenthadaysablbath.eSix slag's shall work be done, but the
seventhday is the sabbath of rest, an holy convocation, ye shall do no work
therein: it is the sabbath of the Lor
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the sum and substance. Wherefore, shgsapostle, let no man judge you
in this and the other thing; and among the rest, in respect of the sabbath

days, 6which are a shadow of good th
Christ. 6o (comment iTheg Joho MBurt@oHoffman2 : 1 6 ,
Commentary.

Turning to the Interlinear Bible (1982 edition), really a lexicon, there are clearly
determined differences between the characters used to spell out the -slayeS8tbbath,
and the yearly Sabbaths. The words are not interchangeable!

While listing all thereferences to the wor8habbath(#7676), one may also list all the

usages of the words translated fr&mabbathorf # 7 6 7 7 ) , a sdceefl ime efdesta s

and applies to the Day of Atonement, and the first and eighth days of the Feast of
Unleavened Br a d |, Feast of Trumpets, Thus,dnetmgl Feast
write down all the 767706s that have been tr
the word always points to a sacred time of rest, #76ftisised interchangeably with

#76/7. Shabbathonl y r ef err ed t 0severthday,ffeventhreonth,bro r e st
seventhyear Sabbath rest.See Appendix 1, Page 85.

In the Major Prophets, where it might be suggested that 7676 was used to refer to both
weekly and yearly Sabbaths, wedi evidence that is consistent with the earlier Bible
writers: Lamentations 2:6, for example, distinguishes the solemn feasts from the Sabbaths;
Ezekiel 45:17 separates the Sabbath days from the yearly feasts; Hosea 2:11 also refers to

Aher Samaht hBer solemn feasts, o0 indicating a
Next, i f one separadeabbaatlh ot hfer orme f thieheen crees f
sabbath, o0 one wil.l find that the use of the
A S a b kdaes Mobconclusively specifying the type of Sabbath.
fao sabbath At hed Sabbat!k

Ex. 16:25 today is a sabbath unto the | Ex. 16:23  Tomorrow is the rest of the

Lord. [7676]Clearly the Holy Sabbath day. [7676]

Seventh day Sabbath. Oops!| Ex. 16:26  on the seventh day, which i
Ex. 35:2,3 a holy day, a sabbath of res The Sabbath, [7676]

[7676] Clearly the Ex. 16:29  the Lord hatjiven you the

Seventh day Sabbath. Oops! Sabbath [7676]
Lev. 16:31 It shall be a sabbath of rest | Ex. 20:8 Remember the Sabbath day

[7676] Day of Atonement [7676]
Lev. 23:24 the first day of the month Ex. 20:10,11 the seventh day is the Sabk

Shall ye have a sabbath [767 Wherefore the Lord blessed
Lev. 23:32 unto you a sabbath of rest The Sabbath [7676]

[7676] celebrate your sabbat Ex.31:141 6 Ye shall k e

[+7673] Feast of Trumpets Forit is holy. The children
Lev. 23:39 on the first day shall be a of Israel shall keep the

sabbath [7677] and thd'8 Sabbath [7676]

day shall ke a sabbath [7677] | Lev. 23:3  the seventh day is the Sabh
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fad sabbath
Feast of Tabernacles
the land keep a sabbath [767
7673] The Jubile
in the seventh year shall be &
sabbath of rest [767@lbilee

Lev. 25:2

Lev. 25:4

At hed Sabbat!k
of rest[7676]
Lev. 23:11 on the morrow, after the
Sabbath [7676]
23:15,16 coun
after the Sabbath [7676]
the Sabbath of the land sha
be meat for youq676]
Num. 15:32 a man gathering sticks upor
the Sabbath day [7676]
Num. 28:9 on the Sabbath day two lan
[7676]
Deut5:12 keep the Sabbath day [767€
Deut. 5:14,15 the seventh day is the
Sabbath [7676]
A third
Sabbath, etc [7676]
2Ki. 16:18 the covert for the Sabbath

Lev.

Lev. 25:6

2Ki. 11:59 par

[7676]
2Chron. 23:48 A thir.d
on the Sabbath, etZ§76]
Neh. 10: 31 that we

Sabbath day [7676]

Neh. 13:1522 profaned the Sabbath [767

Ps.92:T A Psalms for the Sabbath

[7676]

that keepeth the Sabbath fro

poalluting [7676]

everyone that keepeth the

Sabbath [7676]

Isa. 58:13 turn away thy foot from the
Sabbath [7676]

Jer. 17:21 bear no burden on the Sabbg
day [7676]

Jer.17.227hd | ow t he Sab
The gates of Jerusalem on the
Sabbath day [7676]

Eze. 46:1 on the Sabbath it shall be
opened, [7676+3117]

Eze. 46:4 on the Sabbath day shall be
Lambs [7676]

Eze. 46:12 peace offering, as he did on

Sabbath day [7676]

on the Sabbath, that ye may s

Forth wheat [7676]

Isa. 56:2

Isa. 56:6

Am. 8:5
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From this comparison, one may conclude that the moarkers preceding thevord

ASabbatho do not follow the rule many have I
day Sabbath, and fAaod precedes the annual S
supports the conclusion that whenever sbeenthday is intended, the texti | | read nt |
Sabbath. o H o we v eday, Sabbdthg and’ tbe77677 (ysadyvsabhaths) are

mi xed when the text reads fAa Sabbath. o So
festival, and someti mes fAday SakbdtHput heled doese f er r e

ftheSabbatho refer to a yearly festival

By this point in the study, the reader may realize that an understanding of the use of the
word ASabbatho is essenti al I f one expects
jumping to erroneousonclusions. This is especially true when reading through passages

of Scripture on the timing for the wave sheaf offering and the countdown to Pentecost, as
previously noted.

With the words for fSabbat ho and mfourdst 0 sor
from each book of the Ol d Testament wher e t
f ound. Here is a summation of the word ASab

Genesis- Sabbath does not appear in the book which records its creation coddigh.
However, the root word for fAcessationo
as rest.

Exodus- The ONLY word used for Sabbath in the entire book is the Bbabbath,
(7676),and there is no mention of a feast day referred to as atBabba
[Shabbath]in the book thus, it stands to reason that Exodus 31:13 is
referring to the seventh day Sabbath only. Accordingly, the Sabbathttiay is
sign of the covenant relationship between Yahweh and His people presented in
thebook of Exodus.

Ex. 31:12, 13, 16, 17 The seventiday Sabbath is a sign of the
Covenant.

Jer. 31:31337 A new covenant in the hedrto keep His laws

Eze. 20:12,20Gave t hem AMy Sadfthet hso t o
Covenant

2 Cor. 3:3 [According to 1BC, p. 662] the Covenant written
not on stone, but in the heart

This is not to say that the annual Sabbaths were unimportant in terms of the sign of our
covenant with God; Uit this text (Ex. 31:13), is only referring to 7676, the sevelath
Sabbath. Week by week, the people of Yahweh were to demonstrate their dedication to the
Creator God of the universe. Annual Sabbath were not enough to demonstrate this fact.

The sign,or seal, of God is revealed in the observance of the
seventkd a y Sabbat h, t he Lor dos me mo r i
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31:12,13. Here the Sabbatt clearly designated as a sign between
God and His people, 8T 117.

The seven additional Sabbaths were scattenealighout the year as rehearsals for the
Messianic events to come. They might be thought aigiss along the roadof prophetic

time to prepare the people to meet the Messiah at His first coming, and at His second
coming. Indeed, Jubilee carries the timel beyond His second advent. These annual

events focused on the eradication of sin, or redemption. They were reminders of national

and universal i niquity, while at the same t
Salvation and Redemption. The seveday Sabbath appears to have been intended, on the

other hand, as a signal to the world that here is a people who worship and follow Yahweh;

here is a people who have accepted the offer of salvation.

The concepts of fr esteimbeddedenfall tbecSabbaihs,doutdot fir e
in the same sense. Certainly, when we co0me
will appreciate the additional opportunities to worship, fellowship, and bond with the
heavenly and the earthly Family of GodutBit is the seventday Sabbath that holds out

to believers the promise of eternal rest (Hebrewsl4)1

Leviticus -The book introduceShabbathon (7677used three times to specify a feast day:

Lev. 23:24i the first day of the month shall l)ave a sabbath
Lev. 23:391 on the first day shall be a sabbath
Lev. 24:8- Every sabbath he shall set it in order

The controversi al ASabbatho (76&d6) desig
Sabbath, 0 i SDA8Bible CohmehtargmdinTihe | nt er preter d
Bible Commentaryas in many other commentaries. THeday Sabbath is

clearly specified, nonetheless, by the word used in nearly every case (13 times).

Numbers- The only use of the word Sabbath in the entire book [three timegs} tefe
the seventh day. Refer back to page 53.

Deuteronomyi Again, there is no reference to a Sabbath in the book, except to the
seventhday Sabbath. This is true of all other Old Testament books, as well, with
only one exception: 2 Chronid&6:21.

2 Chronicles- In 2 Chronicles 36:21 the reference to Sabbath is numberi7673
i c e s s aro fulfdl the voord of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the
land had enjoyed her sabbaths; for as long as she lay desolate she kegihsab
to fulfill threescore and ten years. Sabbath, here, must refer teréstd
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The study of the words f@abbaths$inished, note the summary which follows:

1 Shabbath(#7676) refers to a sacred rest on a seventh. That seventh
could be a seventh mtm(Atonement, once), a seventh year (Sabbatical
or Jubilee), or the seventh day. Israel was guilty of profaning all of
these.

1 Shabbathor{#7677) refers to all other yearly festivals, and were clearly
di stinguished from the fAseventhds. 0

1 The possessiverpo n o un, Aimy, 0O associated wit/
Scriptures, i's only wused with 7676,
of Asevent hdsodo were directly indicat

polluting them. See Appendix 4, Page 101.

The reader may @nder, at this point, what all this has to do with the tu@gsandthree
nights thesis. AWhy does it matter whods rig
this study just making a Atempest in a teapo

My answer: Placing tradition abover$pture is spiritual treason, to be sure; but there is
another reason all must know the purpose of these events, the exactness of Scripture, and
the importance and proper place of both the weekly and annual Sabbaths. That important
reason will be shared ithe chapters ahead.

The Karaites were a sect of Jews who opposed deviations from the Torah. They took pride
in following the Laws of God and of Moses without additions or deletions. Here is their
explanation:

Al't i s worth not i ordyothendaybesidesnthe Weeklypo ur |1 s
Sabbath, which is also referred to as a Sabbath. The weekly Sabbath is
referred to as YHWHO6s Sabbath [ 6Toda
16: 25) My Klelkegpt hsd (Lev. 19:3)] while Y
as | srhdbaltdhhs [®¥dt shal l beyoub Sabbatlib: @fl
23:32)] The Sabbatical Yeabliemitah)s also called a Sabbath of YHWH

(Lev. 24:4,5). It is also worth noting the te®habbatonwhich is used to

describe some of the Holy Dayst should be emphasized that the term

Shabbatonis not the exact equivalent of SabbathShabbat nor is it ever

used interchangeably with it Indeed, the terrBhabbatons derived from

the same root as Sabbath although its exact connotation is unclear.
Shabbata seems to be thadjective formof the word Sabbath, and means
something | ike -pPRestofduldnesish@usort h@er ensete
described as &habbat Shabbatoome ani ng a o6 Sabbath of
Similarly, the 7" year is called &henat Skbbaton meaning a O6Ye:
Restfulnessd wuswually tran SHhalbatend o6 Sabb
also applied to Yom Teruah (Lev. 23:24), the first day of Sukkot (Lev.

23:39), and Shemini Atseret"{@ay of Sukkot) (Lev. 23:39). The term
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Sabbath an&habbatorare never used to describe any of the days of Hag
HaMatzot [Feast of Tabernacles, ie.], nor are ANY of the Holy Days ever
called a Sabbath other than the weekly Sabbath itself. The only exception is
Yom Kippur which is the holiest day of the yean which even eating is

f or bi dd &araite Komev(@mphasis supplied).

It matters, then, how we interpret Leviticus 23 because, as some are coming to understand,
the sequence of events during the crucifixion week must align perfectly with tie &ge

given to Moses, not as altered by the Pharis#&esmust adhere to the Word of God, not

the traditions of the Pharisees And that matters a great deal to those who take the Bible

as the highest authority on earth
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What Difference Does It Make?
Chapter 9

It is a test of loyalty, an evidence of devotion to Almighty, a proof of zeal for the treasures

in the Word of God that urges some to dig into Scripture as a life and death campaign. The

direct commands of Yahweh have been put aside in fafohuman authority and
comfortable traditions. So what? What di f f ¢
salvation. Or, will it? Who gets the last word when opinions clash, and arguments raise

the room temperature? Who gets the last word when tasitteckon and the preacher

interprets? How could seemingly honest teachers of Scripture hang onto traditions so
clearly spawned in falsehood?

For instance, when Leviticus 23:11 clearly I
morrow after the Sabbah 6 ( 767 6) , why were our people d
upset with me for sharing it? By checking the verses in twivgydifferent versions to be

sure the King James was not off track here, it was determined that all the versions checked
referred © the seventlday Sabbath as the day before the wave offering. So, why were
friends among the fALeadershipd pulling away
to alarm so many over Pentecost falling on a Sunday each spring?

Some of us are baffled/tihe reaction of Sabbatteepers toward this solemn issue. This is

especially true when one reckons the sequence of days, as did the ancient Jews, and
discovers that the day after the sevethth 'y i s not fistdayo tihet nalws di t
eighthday. I n many Bible texts the MNew@dginhingsday had
Below is a brief word study on fAeighth daybo

Gen. 17:12 - And he that is eight days old shall iecumciseda mong Yy ou é
Gen. 21:4 - And Abrahancircumcisedhi s son | saac being eig
Eze. 43:27 -When an end has been made to the cleansing of the temple, the
eighth day the priest would make@ace offeringfor the people.
Luke 9:28 - About the eighth day Christ took Peter, James, and Johrtap i
mountain where He wasansfigured.

Lev. 9:1 -And it came to pass on the eighth day, that Moses called Aaron and

his sons, and t h#trstaferidgsofdaran] | sr ael é
Lev. 12:3 - And in the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin sbal

circumcised.
Lev. 14:1623-And on t he eighth day heleaasmag | | t ak

of lepersinaugurated.]

Lev. 15:14, 29 [The cleansingof men and women who have had an issue of blood.
The cleansing took place on the eighth day.]

Lev.22:27 -An animal for sacrifice was to be set apart for seven days and
offered, if found worthy, on the eighth day.

Lev. 23:36, 39 The Feast of Tabernacles was to culminate on the eighth day in a
Great Feast.

Num. 6:10 - If defiled by touching death, theelative was to be separated for
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seven days, antleansedon the eighth.

Num. 29:35 - TheFeast of Tabernaclesvas to end on the eighth day with a
solemn assembly.

1 Ki. 8:66 - After Solomondedicated the temple he finished his feast on the
eighth dayand sent the people home rejoicing on the eighth day.

2 Chron 7:9 - The same as above.

Neh. 8:18 -Nehemiah led in thEeast of Tabernacledor seven days, reading
the book of the Law of God. The eighth day was a solemn assembly
before sending the peodieme.

Luke 1:59  John the Baptist wasrcumcisedon the eighth day.

Acts 7:8 - Abraham begat Isaac aosofcumcisedhim the eighth day.

Phil. 3:5 - Paul boasts of beingrcumcisedthe eighth day.

What do all these texts have in common? They all havdotawith cleansing and
purification. The eighth day marked the beginning of new life, a new beginning, a
fresh start. Four Hebrew words are translated int

80661 sh-miyniy, used 28 times, from a word that meansd@tch as a diamond.

80831 shrmondh,used 4 times, conveys the idegbfmbness.

35901 keedode used 5 times, means somethstigick off, as a spark

36371 kalam,used only once to indicate the eighth day. It carries the meaning
of being put to shme, tareceive reproach

In each of these Hebrew words is conveyed the subtlgtydgfment and purification. It

often representgutting away sin and starting over Thus, we may recognize that Christ,

as the Omer of Grain, crushed and then presewotede Father for our purification and
beginning agai n, i s appropriately suggest e
Additionally, as a diamond is tested under pressure, acid, and fire for its true beauty to be
revealed, those who are redeemed will havaeecthrough as diamondsieasured by the

plumb line in an act of judgment, and sparked by the fire of the Holy Spirit for

purification . Thus, we find the spiritual signi fi
implied within the original language itself. Fnermore, its application reaches beyond the

perfect Saviour to His redeemed saints at last. Certainly, one may see that those who live to
experience the Last Great Day of the Feast of Tabernacles (on the eighth day), will have

also experienced the prepamgt purification and judgment embodied in the word

Aei ghth, 0 and the events of fAeightho days.

The Aeightho day was, | ikewise, the Afirsto
significance. Notice the importance of this positional term:

Matt. 26:17 Now the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread the disciples

came to Jesus, saying unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for
thee to eat the Passover? KJV
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The Scripturesible reads:

And on the first of Unleavened Bread the taught onesectim
Yeshua, saying to Him, Where do You wish us to prepare for You to
eat t he Pasysassupplieddn this text.

First - #4413 Protos: The superlative degree of pist: used of time (John 5:4; 1 Cor.
15:45, 47; 2 Tim. 4:16; Rev. 1:11, 1Z8)former, before (Complete Word Studies of the
New Testament, by Spiros Zodhiates, page 953.

In the Matthew 26 text, we may notice that reading the text, as is rendered by the King
James Version, the disciples would have been asking Jesus where tdd teapat the
Passover a day | ate! The explanation offer
c an nfermanly o before. 0 With this knowl edge, we ma
mean that the disciples asked Jesus on the day of Passover,rer Wwbfere He wanted to

eat the Passover, which came at the eve of the first day of Unleavened Bread. Thus
understood, there is no discrepancy in the text. Here are some of the uses of the word
Afirsto in Scripture:

John 5:4 Whoever went into the pdwét after the waters were
troubled would be made whole. [in the sense of prior to the
others].

1 Cor. 15:45,47 Therst man Adam became a | iving
[First, in the sense of being before all others.]

2 Tim. 4:16 At myfirstanswernomanstdo wi t h meé [ Fir st
the sense of being his former answer, or prior to other

occasions.]
Rev. 1:11, 17 Saying, | am Alpha and Omegafitise, and the
| ast é [ First, in the sense of

It may be wted that there is nothing sinister about the first day of the week. The beginning

of the workweek, it was not a day of worship except on Pentecost. It is shocking that Bible
translators have taken liberty with the actual Greek so as to render cedtsiim tearmony

with tradition! The only way translators could arrive at the rendering they wanted for the
Afirst dayo resurrection texts, was to borro

| f one | ooks up the word Aidiomodo inda dict
something like this:

Idiom: An expression of a given language in which a phrase holds a
different meaning from the individual parts.

With that explanation in mind, sead the resurrection passages. It is evident that the
phrase #f i r sdinthkeaegurréctioa acounts,iscs@mewhat misleading.

Mark 14:12 And the first day of unleavened bread, when they killed the Passover,
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His disciples said unto him, Where wilt thou that we go and prepare
that thou mayest eat the Passover?

In later reckoningthe Passover came to be regarded as Day One of the eight days of
Unleavened BreadThe ScripturesYhis is reasonable because Passover was literally the
evening of the first day of Unleavened Bread. Remember, the biblical reckoning of a day
is from evening to evening.

Mark 16:2, 9 And very early on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb
when the sun had risen. (Vs 9) And having risen early on the first
day of the week, He appeared first to Miryam from Magdala, from
whom He had castut seven demon§l he Scriptures).

Luke 24:1  And on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the
tomb, Dbringing the spices which t he

John 20:1, 19And on the first day of the week Miryam from Magdala came early
to the tomb, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been
removed from the tomfibid.)

Agai n, the footnote appears after the term
phrase appeanmsowherein the original manuscripts If the New Testament was indeed
written in Greek, it i ©ne ofdtlte sablbathd 0 tvhceu | adc t buea

subjected to a different set of linguistic rules (Semitic idioms) in order to keep the
traditions established by the Roman Church dytine third to the fifth centuries.

Verse 19 When therefore it was evening on that day, the first day of the week,
and when the doors were shut where the taught ones met, for fear of
the Jewsé

Eager to meet every argument, this reseancluded every available concordance, since
some discredit th&t r on g 6 s CGunandt @oes ronsumport their doctrine. Most
concordances were surprisingly incomplete and/or obviously biased in favor of their
denominational traditions. The completarch is found in Appendix 3, Page 97, for your
perusal.

But, what about the AHigh Sabbatho teaching
off-track, also? If Jewish commentaries [The discrepancies between Christian com
mentaries had already left mekdous.] may be trusted to define their own term, here is

what | found:

High Sabbath The first day of the eigkday Festival of Ingathering.

This day along with the next six, which make up the first seven days of

the Festival of Ingathering, are alseferred to as the Festival of
Tabernacl esé( Qade svwwwliahweN@ahweh Press at
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Hebrew GlossaryS- ... ritual purification of the entire people. Shabbat
Shabaton, A Sabbath of Sabbaths ligh Sabbath Shabbat Shalom,

http://headcoveringby-devorah.com/OrachChayim/HebglossSh.html

Feast of Trumpets: [Lev. 23:2Z5] Godcommathe d | srael t o keery
Sabbathd on the first day of the sev
trumpets.  Although the Scripture does not specify what this feast
represents, it possibly looked forward to the fall of Jericho. In the days of
Joshua, thewere instructed to march around the city of Jericho seven days.

Each day the trumpets were blown by the priests, but the people kept silent.

On the last day, they marched around the city seven times with the seven
priests blowing seven trumpets. Whére tlast trumpet sounded, and the

people raised a great shout, and the walls of the city fell flat. Is it a
coincidence that Paul said we will be
15:54]. http://www.geocities.com/lasttrump2000/theo/feastday.html

High Sabbath: A reference to annual Sabbaths and holydays. Religious
holidays. In the Hebrew Scriptures the seven annual Sabbathsghor
days were holy dayshttp://www.bibarch.com/glossary

According to a number of Hebrew sources, the
with a certain day of the week, but was so called because of the importance of the
occasions in tens of the massive production with rituals of redemption for all. Jewish
sources all agree thatlf i r st and | ast days of the annual
For certain, with al/l s 0 unotamr annual §ablmath,iwhich, a At
fell on the seventlday Sabbath, as | had grown up believing.

According to the calendar on the next page,
La Yahweh Presshftp://www.yahweh.org/sacred each of thesenain events began and

ended with a High Sabbath, a Holy Convocation. Reviewing the Hebrew spring calendar in
types and antitypes, we may note the following:

Passover On the 10th day of the first month, Nisan [roughly corresponding to April on
our cdendar], every familx of Israel was to separate a lamb without blemish from
the flock. Then, on the Y4dayin the eveningthe lamb was to be killed. The
Passover feast followed around six in the evening. The event commemorated their
deliverance from Egpt. But, we know it had, like all the other symbols and
ceremonies, a prophetic meaning, as well.

Unleavened Bread Following Passover [Lev. 238, the 1%' of Nisan, began the Feast
of Unleavened Bread. It covered seven days, from tietd%he 21% of Nisan.
The first and | ast days of this week of
sabbaths could fall on any day of the week. The Feast of Unleavened Bread
celebrated the journey of the children of Israel through the wilderness, when God
fed them with manna from heaven and supplied water out of the rock. While
looking back to that wilderness experience, it also looked forward to the life of
Christ, Who was the Bread of Heaven, without leavening (sin). Prophetically, it
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also expands the ag to the final generation when the people of Yahweh will
depend on Him for bread and water during the final persecution before they enter
the Heavenly Canaan.

Firstfruits (wave sheaf): During the seven day Feast of Unleavened Bread, came a
Sunday, théirst day, or the eighth day, depending upon your perspective. In the
year 31 CE, the year believed by many to be the crucifixion year,-oféereng
Sunday fell on the 8of Nisan, three days after Christ was crucified as the
antitypical Lamb OfferingPeace Offering, and now we know, Wave Offering. Paul
reminds us,

But now is Christ risen from the dead and become the firstfruits of
them that sl eptéd See 1 Corinthians

Another point that needs to be shared in this study of the -Dageand Three Nights

sign of Jonah, is the fact that the United States Naval Observatory records may be used to
verify that in the years 31 CE, the Vernal Equinox fell on March 28, the next New Moon
was seen on Wednesday, April 14, making Passover fall oih Zpralso a Wednesday,

with First Fruits following on the fourth day after it, a Sunday.

Because there is a growing number of Bible students who are coming to the belief that
there is much evidence to favor the year 28 CE as the crucifixion yeaectirels for that

year are herein included. The U. S Naval Observatory records show the Vernal Equinox to
have fallen on Friday, March 28, the next New Moon on Wednesday, April 14, making
Passover fall on April 28, in the year 28 CE.

Anyone may verifyhe above information at the following website:

http://aa.usno.navy.mil/data/docs/SpringPhenom.html

Oddly enough, some who refer to NASA or the Naval Observatory for eviadrioae

lost or added in ages past, as noted in the record of Joshua and Hezekiah, choose to ignore

or deny the accuracy of this source when it is used to verify that Messiah was indeed

of fered Ain the midst of t he MmedcuracyinYet , t
their instruments and calculations to within one hundhedisandth of a degree.

Today, we might |l i ken the high days in the
Conference, or Youth Congress, with guests arriving from all over théd.wdhe

difference was that the High Sabbaths had been instituted by God, and were calculated by
the Vernal Equinox and the New Moons, not b
For the year 2004, for example, when the Gregorian Calendar was plaarethe Hebrew

festivals, it looked like the following:
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Abib 1 New Yeaf Mar. 21/22 | Sunday/Monday
Abib 14 | Passover High Sabbath
(Nisan) Unleavened Bread April 3/4 Sabbathbunday | Holy Convocation
Abib 15 Unleavened April 4/5 Sunday/Monday | Festival
Bread
Abib 20 Unleavened April 9/10 | Friday/Sabbath | Holy Convocation
Bread
Abib 21 Wave Sheaf
Offering’ April 10/11 | Sabbath/Sunday
Siwan 10 | Pentecost (Feast ( Festival/High day
Weeks$ May 2980 | Sabbatibunday | Holy Convocation
Tishri 1 High Sabbath
Trumpet$ Sept. 1516 | Wed/Thursday Holy Convocation
Tishri 10
Day of Sept 2425 | Friday/Sabbath | Holy Convocation
Atonement High Sabbath
Tishri 15 | Festival of Festival
Tabernacles Sept 2980 | Wed/Thursday Holy Convocation
Tishri 22 | Feast of Festival
Ingathering (Last | Oct. 677 Wed/Thursday High Sabbath
Great Day)’ Holy Convocation
|t is difficult to comprehend why Godods

claiming to follow the Bible as their rule of creed. So, let us sefarchlues in history.
The foregoing are some answers found. More of this search into ancient history will be
found in Chapter 10.

As we have seen from word studies, the real division is between Sabbaths attached to
Asevent hds, 0 an dacredlrdst. The horest segker Ifor toutth & facetl with
the fact that both kinds of rest days, whether weekly or yearly, have their purpose and value
to keep the worshipper from Laodicean slumber, and from ignorance of salvational issues
revealed in the tygeand antitypes, including those types found in the annual festivals.

The scriptural new year begins with the new moon of Abib from Jerusalem as stated in Isa. 2:3.

2 passover Day begins on the fourteenth of Abib, and is the first of seven days of unleavened bread.

% This was a normal day, except foetimclusion of unleavened bread.

* This was the seventh festival day of unleavened bread and Passover Week.

® This day was to come after the seved#ty Sabbath, and was not a festival, High Sabbath, or holyday.

® Fifty days from the Wave Sheaf Offeringirne Pentecost, or the Feast of Weeks; The Sivan date changed
from year to year.

"The first day of the seventh month came Trumpets.

8 The Day of Atonement was on the tenth day of the seventh month. It was for fasting, not feasting.

° This day began aeightday festival called the Festival of Ingathering, or the Feast of Tabernacles.

°The last day (The Last Great Day) of the eigay festival of ingathering marked the end of the year.
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Those who insist that Leviticus 23:11 is talking about the first day of Unleavened Bread (a
sabbath), are ignoring the mathematical calculation complicated by the addition of two

extra @bbaths in the seven weeks between Passover and Pentecost, Furthermore, they are

di sregarding the fact that two dif fthed ent wo
chapter of LeviticusShabbath/676, in Lev. 23:3, 11, 15, 16, 32; aBdabbathorY677, in

Lev. 23:24, 39. Therefore, it is conclusive that the writer of these verses intended that the
Wave Sheaf follow the rest day associated with sevéims seventiday Sabbath.

With a little study, one can see that the interpretation of the Wave $bpas from
tradition and defensive reasoniafpne For most Sabbath keepers, to avoid recognizing
Sunday, the first day of the week, they must deny a fixed day for Wave Sheaf and
Pentecost. The Orthodox Jews and Zionists do not keep the Wave SheafSmuayin

Israel now keep a Sivan 6 Pentecost, which came from the traditions of the Pharisees in
rabbinical Judaism, after the first Temple was destroyed.

As ironic as it sounds to many Sabbk#epers, the early apostolic church kept Pentecost
on a Sundy, even while the Jerusalem Jews were keeping a Sivan 6 Pentecost which
migrated through the week! The Jews had changed, but the early Christian church lived by
the Torah, an odd paradox, but suggestive of the fact that the instruction of the Torah is fo
every generation to the end of time.

The story of how traditions grew stronger while the Word of God was left for the scholars

to tie in knots gets worse in the next chapter with grave implications forkeegers
today.
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From Jewish Apostasy © Roman Creed

Chapter 10
Religious truth is based on authority. Wit h
oneods understanding of truth [ not hing m
guesswor k, or human sur ngoadigas oareo tpheerrséosn.d s
wasted and powerless when it is built on ph
but what a man may or may not think it to b

book, Why | Preach that the Bible Is Liwdty True (page 181). In order for there to be
genuine religion, there must first be a message from God, heard by a listening mind, and
translated into a prescribed life. Has God spoken? Yes, through His inspired prophets and
through His infallible Son.

The choice is ours. Will we look within ourselves for a revelation of authority? Will we,

rather, look to the hierarchy of a fallible church to proclaim what is truth and what is
falsehood? Or, as a third choice, will we submit our beliefs and behavibies $tandard of

6What doth the Bible say?6 The | atter is the

Recapping, let the reader be reminded that by the first century CE, the Jewish religion had
long since shifted their seat of authority from the Word of God to personal apecwdnd

church dogma. Truth had gone through many changes.hdlakah the traditions of the
elders [When later written, these oral laws became known adishealj, had come to be
regarded amore authoritativéhan the writterTorah.

Inthedaysd® Chri stodos first advent, the Pharisees
by claiming that Yahweh had authorized them to make laws as they saw fit. They asserted

that God had invested in them the authority to intefpoeahfor the common people. T

claim and subversion of the public into compliance with their own-made rules and

dogmas was the basis for the popery that followed a few centuries later.

Furthermore, let the reader remember that a basic premise in Romanism is that a highly
respect d , religious person may add t o, or chan
originate that attitude. It had existed for centuries. Remember that the Pharisees had
claimed Moses as their progenitor. They believed that whatever they bound on eddth wou

be bound in heaven (Matthew 18:18), just as the popes have claimed in centuries following.

Of course, when that Scripture is used to override the authority of God Almighty, the abuse

is pure blasphemy and attempted treason.

In both cases, and otherske them through the ages, men and women have
believed that they were dependent upon a human mediator to lead them and
feed them spiritually. Thus, like sheep, millions have been prepared for
slaughter.

At first there was no reason to label the righteasisuch, for when Israel took possession
of Canaan, they were a holy nation, acting as a whole in obedience to their God. This unity
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was shodived, however. The false prophets began arising soon after Canaan had been
settled. Notice how Jeremiah lam&pt/er the decline of Israel.

And | [Elohim] brought you into a plentiful country, to eat the fruit thereof
and the goodness thereof; but when ye entered, ye defiled my land, and
made mine heritage an abomination. The priests said not, Where is the
LORD? And they that handled the law knew me not: #ma&l prophets
prophesied by Baaland walked after things that do not profit, Jer. 2:7,8.

Then the LORD said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my name: | sent
them not, neither have | commanded theraythrophesy unto you a false
vision and divination, and a thing of naught, and the deceit of their heart,
Jeremiah 14:14.

| am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith the LORD, and do tell
them, and cause my people to err by their lies, and by lthetness; yet |

sent them not, nor commanded them: therefore, they shall not profit this
people at all, saith the LORD, Jeremiah 23:32.

Other prophets of the Lord joined the protest against theappliinted seers who used
their charisma to routine public into complacency and trust in the arm of flesh.

't shall be unto them as a false divin
For the idols have spoken vanity, and the diviners have told false dreams;

they comfort in vain: therefore they mietheir way as a flock, they were

troubled, because there was no shepherd, Zechariah 10:2.

To the Law and to the Testimony, if they speak not according to this word, it
is because there is no light in them, Isaiah 8:20 .

The Almighty had warned Israel:
If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a
sign or a wonder, And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake
unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not known, and
let us serve them; Thahalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or
that dreamer of dreams: for the LORD your Gprbveth you, to know
whether ye love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your
soul, Deuteronomy 13:B.

Yes, God Almighty watches the compdtion rage over your heart and soul to prove
whether you will cling to the Word of God, or trust in the education and charisma of
man.

Beware of false prophets, which come t
inwardly they are ravening wolves, Matthew5.:1
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And many false prophets shall arise, and shall deceive many, Matthew
24:11.

Throughout biblical history there was a tendency among the professed people of God to
believe the comforting words of a false prophet, rather than the disquieting veaoiting
messenger of Yahweh. The false prophet came bringing a message of rejoicing, while a
true prophet gave the message of danger, peril, and a need for repentance.

The false prophet was not Af al sasgertiobapd s o me s
seltconfidence which always recommends itself to the carnal heart. So, today, many
messengers speak for the Lord God Almighty without having been given a message from
heaven. Men follow, because the preacher, the prophet, or the teacher ofhdwadig

chari sma, sounds plausible, and is believed

In this manner, and in every age, the majority have been led to place their confidence in the
arm of flesh, rather than revelation through Scripture, whelemen of Godpake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost, 2 Peter 1:21

The first reference from the history of Israel, reporting the various sects which arose among

them, comes more than two hundred years after the last of the Old Testament prophets had
penned hiswari ngs . At first there had been fAone n
the division of the tribes: Apostate Israel under Jeroboam, and Judah with Benjamin led by
Rehoboam, who quickly followed Israel into idolatry. As the Hebrew nation split, so grew

the distinctions bet ween Al i berals and cons
A T o +«fololversand Baat o mpr omi ser s, 0 untidxceftlheyywersver e fic
then united in apostasy.

The priesthood was also split between two divisiondd8eees (Zadokites) and Pharisees.
Factions came on the scene, always rallying around a reformer. As the corporate body was
led into apostasy, the reformer would lead away zealots to champion the cause of God
Almighty and HisTorah,as they interpretedhé Word.

The family of Zadok Hhadesar goweed wihtaht twhee tioRIK
Ari ghteousness by faith verses righteousnes

was, AWhen does the f ol l ow+nrthisdfé, orthe hexte h get
The family of Zadok (later, called Sadducees) contented that we are rewarded in this life

for following Yahweh. I n other words, Ari gl
good is good to do because it is good. 0

The Sadducee ghi, ALIi ve right before God because it
bl essings now. 0 They became the philanthropi
like Abraham centuries before them. Wealth, to them, was the blessed reward for right
d o i n dile they\wroudly held to what they claimed was the pure word from Moses, the
Torah, most were corrupted by their wealth, making it easy for their religious ardor to
ferment as wine. They became intoxicated wi
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Noting that hisbry repeats itself may help us to compare the issues from the past to the
concerns of the present. In doing so, some will awaken to serious dangers otherwise
thought to be innocuous.

Two rival groups dominated Jerusalem when the Messiah walked thestsstrhe

Sadducees were the best known of a few groups (sects) of Jews who rejectedlibiabral

and the books added after the prophets. They followed a more biblical method for
ascertaining Gododos calendar t hamotheleeeinRabbi s,
a literal resurrection.

The Pharisees had set themselves up by political connection with Rome. Caiphas, son

law of Annas the retired High Priest at the time of Christ, was himself not of Hebrew
descent. Yet, he was made High Priesthe stead of his fath@n-law. We are told by

contacts in Jerusalem that none of the laws or edicts made by Caiphas during his short time

as religious leader in Jerusalem were ever passed by the Sanhedrin. Not a one, except the
condemnation of ChristThe very idea of a nef)ew, norLevite, being appointed High

Priest shows the magnitude of the apostasy that existed among this ruling class. Although
Christ called the Pharisees fAblind guideso i
Thus, authoried, they had license to lead the people wherever they willed.

The Sadducees, who had known more power during theSeesind Temple period, and

who followed theTorah without additions, escaped such scathing denunciations as were
heaped on the Phariseleg the Son of God. It had been because the Sadducees followed
the Torah as it had been written by Moses, that they became the ruling, or dominant,
custodians of the Jewish priesthood through the first century BCE. But, they were not
without error in someespects. Christ told the Sadducees who spoke with Him that they
were in error not knowing the Scripture regarding the doctrine of rewards in heaven and
eternal life. One Karaite teacher from Jerusalem explained to me that those Sadducees, who
disbelievedin a heaven and an eternal reward, were a minority sect amonfpthle
keepers in the time of Christ.

Upon coming to power over the Hellenistic World, the Caesars selected the high priests to
govern the Jewish people in Palestine, particularly in Jemsdt is not surprising that the
Roman emperors chose puppesders from among the sect who had the most in common
with the Roman religion. The Roman religion was a pagan, wanikated religion, with
rituals, icons, and idols, much as the Greekshwambred.

Other sects arose during the first and second century BCE so that, by the time the Messiah
was born, there were quite a number of conflicting groups in and around Jerusalem and
Samaria. There is no record that Christ ever addressed any of tkept &xe Pharisees

and Sadducees.

Each generation of growing compromise has been met with resistance to that compromise.
Thus, anciently, various sects appeared among the Jewish people. Each new group was
given a label, to distinguish between thoseuight to be holding the compromised view
from those having the truth directly from ti®rah the apostate from the righteous. At
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each new crisis, another sect would be formed to protect what each group believed was
iThe Truth. o0 Such edadiducges Pharsees deradidns, &Zsalots, h
Boethusians, Ananites, Essenes, Karaites, and others. Each sect believed they had the right
message. They were as competitive and divided as Christians denominations have ever
been.

The Pharisees, who had conoepower in Jerusalem after the Romans conquered the city,
taught t hat Terahbkad lbeennadthofiz€drbythedpriestly fathers. hiaiakat
consisted of the oral I nterpretation of ordi
and defind elaborately the regulations for obeying the Law of Moses. They further taught

that the teachings of a highly respected te:
or fAauthorized. O Their counsel anasofvr i ti ng
Scripture. Thus, some Jews came to regardh#thekatas more important than the written

Torah.

Furthermore, the Pharisees, with their thousands of laws by which to control the populace,
had more in common with the philosophy of the Roman timegen Eoday, textbooks
exonerate Ancient Rome for giving the world the matrix of modern government: Roman
Law.

The Pharisees had not been in power long when the Messiah was born in Bethlehem.
Suffice it to say, because the Pharisees claimed religiousrppeople gave them power.

Of course, it was enforced by Rome until new crises arose between Rome and the Turks in
later centuries. Christ rebuked these -galbortant lawgivers among His people, and
warned the people not to follow their teachings or svaySee Appendix 5 for further
information about the comparison study made, comparing the Sadducees and the Pharisees.

The Pharisees taught that they were the rightful proprietors of the Law, and that the Law
was written so far in their distant past thay had to make it practical for the people to be
able to apply it. Few people at that time ever learned to read. Young men who were
fortunate enough to be given an education, memorized the law and judgments of God, the
Torah The Pharisees furtheruight that they had license from Yahweh to not only
interpret Scripture, but also add to it, as they deemed necessary.

The Pharisees soon required that the peopl e
Pharisees after the destruction of the Temple7n AD, except when remembering

historical events from the Second Temple period. So, today, if you consult the literature of

the Rabbis, you are getting your information from the Pharisees post idegptaction

(70AD), -a weak source of truth as it haglem given to Moses.

With such scathing rebukes heaped upon them (See Appendix 5, page 104), it is baffling to
see feaskeepers today acknowledge them as authority on anything of a religious nature.
Why would we today choose to use their calendar amdealtreckonings in areas where

the Bible is clearly in opposition to their teachings? Yet, those who teach that Pentecost can
fall on any day of the week are basing their assumptions on the apostate sect of the Jews
who treasure tradition above the WordGxd!
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Those who continue to follow the Rabbis, ignoring both the words of Christ, and the
command of Jehovah to Moses (Lev. 23:11, 15,16), do so supported by a statement made
by the Saviour to the multitude and His disciples:

The scribes and Pharisees sit Moses' seat: All therefore what they bid you
observe, that observe and do, but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do
not. (Matt.23:23).

By this one statement in the King James Version, dissenters fothlekeepers justify

their rejecion of the command of Jehovah and the Prophecy of Christ from His own words.
But we must not for a moment think that the Messiah is commending, even recommending,
the Scribes and Pharisees with all their exactions. What is the Saviour really saying
(accoding to the Hebrew here)?

iThe Scribes and Pharisees sit in Mosesbd
anddowhahesays, not as they do. 0

That is how the text reads in the Hebrew scroll of Matthew. Furthermore, it was not
Chri st 6s clpmlengp the &eaclings of Moses; but He actively denounced the
traditions of the Pharisees. It seems evident from the context that He is focusing attention
on the fact that their lives are inconsistent with their profession in theiagatinted
authaity. It is still doctrinely dangerous to follow them.

The Sadducees, by escaping Christés scathin
remained closer to the truth than the Rabbis (Pharisees) during the early centuries of the
common era. While He rebell the Pharisees for their satjhteousness (Matt. 5:20), for

having condemned the guiltless (Matt. 12:7), for haughty blindness (Matt. 15:14), for
taking the seat of Moses to dispense and mak
23:2-4), for lowe of display, and power, and pretended piety (Matt.-Z3:%or lack of pity

for the widows and orphans (Matt. 23:14), an
to the Sadducees seems mild by comparison.

For centuries the contest raged betweetssewen beyond the destruction of the temple in

70 CE, until the Sadducees fled to secluded hideaways, the beaten minority holding at least
two unpopular doctrines: Pentecost must be determined by the barley harvest after the
Vernal Equinox, and fall on &rst day of the week; and, there is no assurance of life
beyond the grave, a doctrine we know to be unscriptural, although only scantily presented
in the Old Testament.

Then, there were the Essenes (a. k. atheirt he MnDe
collection of the fABibleo beyond what most
the ancient manuscripts in clay pots, later found in caves above the shore of the Dead Sea,
leaving for the world a marvelous legacy of proof that the Biblgue. The Essenes had

held to the Apure faitho of their Fat her AbDb
communes in the desert, away from worldly pressures on their children, away from the
corruption of the Greec®Roman immorality, and away fronmé spurious teaching of the
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Pharisees coming to power in Jerusalem. There is some evidence that John the Baptist was
sent with his mother to live among the Essenes while Zechariah served in the temple at
Jerusalem.

According to Messianic Jew, Rabbi Mate | Rood of ARA Rood Awaken
arrangement that gave protection to the child John when the Roman soldiers, prompted by

the High Priest in Jerusalem, came looking for the prophesied Christ child. The lives of

both John and Jesus were in dangken the death decree went through the land to kill all
babes up to the age of two. Rabbi Rood <cl ai
is what brought about the death of Zacharias as he served between the porch and the altar
(Luke 11:51).

There is some evidence that the Essenes, Boethusians, and Sadducees contireiastto co
after the destruction of the Temple in 70 CE. Writings of the Essenes have appeared as late
as the tenth century. References to the Sadducees and BoethusianedontposZ/0 CE
literature, as well, so we may know that they survived into the Early Christian Era.

In their zeal to preserve the Scriptures, however, the Essenes in later years preserved all
ancient writings; some we hold as apocryphal books. Theyamlded a few of their own
writings to the Bible in later centuries. As a result, they took up practices which do not
originate in our Bible.

One such practice was following a solar calendar. Living in the desert, they had no barley
harvest, so they, fosome necessity, took up the secular calendar promoted by the

Egyptians, and later the Babylonians, followed by the Romans. It was the most widely
recognized calendar, so they joined in, rather than endure the confusion that two differing
calendars had caed. This subject merits more attention than the thesis of this treatise

permits.

Following theTorah,as both the Sadducees and the Boethusians had done, the first record
of Karaites on the scene appeared during the early centuries of the CommonhEya. T
continued the teachings of Moses and the keeping of dineh with its commandments,
statutes, and judgments, without additions. The Karaites had no extra writings added to
their Scriptures, and no oral law. According to Nehemia Gordon, a Karane fro
Jerusalem, and authority on the Dead Sea Scrolls, Jews who would dare to possess any
portion of the New Testament were under the threat of death. The Rabbinite priests would
turn them over to the Romans for punishment.

The Karaite Jews are importantthis study for more reasons than just their adherence to

the Leviticus 23 instruction for the wave offering on the day after the Sabbath. But this
peopl e became I mportant -dapAdetistpignee&Dskdtbe b e c a
ancient Karaite dandar to calculate their important date of October 22, 1844, as the
antitypical Day of Atonement.

Indeed, the Boethusians, the Sadducees, and later the Karaites, were essentially the same
group with different names at different periods of history. Wihay held in common was
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a strict adherence to thEorah and a careful keeping of the lunar calendar for their
religious observances.

The Pharisees, on the other hand, who, by the second century, were being called Rabbis,
might have remained in obscurdyd disrepute after the Roman siege of Jerusalem, but for
some writers like Josephus who joined the Romans while trying to remain a Pharisee.

Their laws and oral traditions were finally gathered into what is known a3aimeud

about 200 years after Chti TheTalmudwas a collection of Rabbinic writings consisting

of the Mishnahand theGemara The Mishnahwas the first section of th&almud. It
consisted of the collection of oral interpretations of the scriptures that had been written
down in the seaud and third century CE. Before 200 CE, it had been passed down by word
of mouth. TheGemarawas the second section of tA@lmud consisting primarily of
commentary on theMishnah These rules, statutes, and explanations were greatly
influenced by the yea the Jews had spent in Babylon.

This section, theGermarg was increased in volume through the centuries, as various
rabbis put their own Aspind on the traditior
ridiculed the Rabbinic Jews (fGCentus) for following manmade traditions, as it had

become glaringly obvious that there was little agreement among the rabbis on the correct
interpretation of Scripture or their oral traditions.

When the Islamic Empire swept the Middtast in the seventh cemy, the Jews were
granted freedom to maintain their religious practices. During the third to the fifth centuries
the Rabbis (then called Rabbinites) had collected and refined their religion into what
became known as thHgabylonian Talmud With their rewed power during the seventh
century, the Rabbinites began to impose Taknudon every Jew in the Empire.

Resistance to the Rabbinites was fierce; bloodshed was the result, but the Rabbinites and
their Talmud seemed unstoppable, until the eighth cgntwhen a glimmer of hope
appeared. Anan ben David, a shrewd leader, organized antudic declarations and
lobbied the Muslim government to establish a second Exilarchate, which allowed the anti
Talmudic Jews the freedom to practice their religion laadeparate from the Rabbinites.

This was the group known as the Karaites. They have been acclaimed for their accurate,
meticulous records, and Mosaic Calendar.

Papal Rome came to power a little before the struggling Jewish factions began fighting the
imposition of theTalmud and about the time the early Christian converts of the first

evangelists (descendants with the Apostl| es¢
barbaric practices of the Eastern Religions. Buddhism formed the basis then foraghat w
to become known as Theosophy in the 18006s,

Certainly, every wind of doctrine and deception was rampant during the early to middle
ages. The popes continued what the Rabbis had bddway. created their ownlaws and
passed them off as divinely inspired.
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In every age there have been the liberals and the conservatives, thenbrded in the

broad way; the narrow, Bibleeliever in the straight way. The liberals have design their
own rules and tenets of taj while the more conservative believers have adhered as
closely as possible to the original Word, although often being caught in legalism as they
pushed farther and farther away from the libenal n d e d-gr did e @ ef act i ons.

The RomarPapal leadershiof the third to the fifth centuries, one by one, dropped the
festivals of Yahweh. I't was said to have b
convert, the heathen. Persecution had never let us since the days of Stephen, but some
decades were wse than others. Nonetheless, the hatred of the Jews turned into a

di sregard for the Ol d Testament and severe p
AJewi sho ways. Compromi se preceded concessi
groups split ofto withdraw from the influence and apostasy of the Roman Catholic power.

The Karaite Jews were the conservative descendants of those who had preserved the ways

of ancient Israel under the guidance of Moses. They, in the thirteenth century, called for a

revi val of Aprimitive godliness, 0 returning t
Prophet Moses. But, the struggle was fierce; many gave up their distinctive doctrines;

others hid with hunted Christians, or were slain as the crusaders swepththiheiyg

hideouts.

Papal Rome, by forcing the Christians to accept her dogmas, and by putting to death those
who clung to the Bible truths passed down generation by generation, had by the sixteenth
century seemed to have wiped apostolic Christianity froendarth. Yet, there is ample
evidence to show that the holidays of our Creator, set in motion from the Creation of the
world, were preserved by the few who hid in the region of Translavania, in southeastern
Europe.

Now we are faced with the jobofunr& | i ng t he twisted fAyarns, o
of truth. One of the arguments against the fixed days for Wave Sheaf and Pentecost, for
example, is that the Catholic Church substituted Easter for Passover and fixed it on a
Sunday, instead of the f4f Nisan. But, the two events are not equated. Be reminded that
Passover, on the T4day of Abib, or Nisan, is calculated by the sighting of the first
crescent moon after the Vernal Equinox. It has nothing to do with the fixed calculation of

the Wave Shaf Offering on the day after the sevewthy Sabbath. Here is another case of

mixing up apples with oranges.

Passover was the day Christ died; Easter was supposedly the day of His resurrection. By
moving the celebration to the Sunday after Passovesa# said to be honoring His
resurrection, while attempting harmony with the heathen customs associated for centuries
with orgies and human sacrifice to the fertility goddess, or queen of heaven (Ezekiel 8:9,
14).

At first, Sunday was kept only once a yé&aEaster. Later, the Stotay celebration was
held every week. As noted in tl@DA Bible Commentayywolume 9, Page 362, even
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Polycarp, apostle of John the Revelator, kept Passover on 'thef Misan, in spite of

Roman edicts:
There is also John, whealy on the Lordés breasteéeA
Polycarp at Smyrna, both bishop and martyr, and Thraseas, both bishop
and martyr éAll these kept the fourteert
the gospel, never swerving, but following according to the rule ofaitte
And | also, Polycrates, the least of you all, live according to the tradition of
my ki nsmen, and some of them -tvave I f
years in the Lord and conversed with brethren from every country, and have
studied all holy Sapture, am not afraid of threats, for they have said, who

~

were greater than 1, n It 1 s better to

It should be clear to the reader that Passover was four days before Wave Sheaf. It was
Passoveltthat was fixed by the Roman tBalic Church to be kept on Sundays thereafter.

Thus, Passovesrucifixion and Sabbatsundown resurrection have been replaced by one

event, commanded by Papal Rome, on the first day of the week, Sunday: Easter. They

di dnot need t o taainae always ibder fixed emthedistadaytof thie

week, by the command of Elohim. To avoid honoring what Satan usurped (placing his
power in the HAmount of the congregationo i
keepers have fled from the commandigha Almighty, lest they be seen as honoring the
commands of Rome. In avoiding the first day of the week Wave Offering starting point for

the courtdown to Pentecost, many fed&stepers have repeated the error of Protestants

today: They have rejectedwha Jehovah commanded in order to

But the treason against the sacred Scriptures does not end there. According to modern
Asentinels on the wall,d Roman poperyods eff
commandment have nevended. Rome never changes; she simply alters her guise. Her

efforts against the seventtay Sabbath are as active today as in the Middle Ages when

millions lost their lives for adhering to the Word of God above human dogmas.

But what does all that histpiof the attacks on the Sabbath have to do with the subject of

this treatise? Here is how they connect: I
the World Wide Church of God capitulated from Sabbath to Sunday. A large portion of

their membersipi and clergy split off from their church. Seveqldtly Adventist took little

note of the fact. After all, some thought,
could you expect from those who donéor have
apostasy into tradition has great significance.

According to sources, who must remain anonymous for security purposes, this event was

the result of fan experiment, 0 or -keepinga | runo
It was completely succefss. A former Andrews University professor who boasts of being
the only SDA to receive a doctori al degree f

commissioned to take the feast days to the World Wide Church of God. Sdagnth
Adventist are nowhe targeted entity. This same professor and writer has been working to
start up feast keeping groups in Southern California and across the nation. As with the
World Wide Church of God, wetrained in the Seven Annual Sabbaths of the Lord, then
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led their Bble-believing members to elevate the annual festivals to equality with the
seventhday Sabbath, the campaign has begun in Adventism. From the stance of accepting
the annual feast Sabbaths as being solely lunar, these Christians were subjecting the
seventhday Sabbath to a lunar calendar It was as if all Sabbaths, weekly and yearly, were
all in one package, since they are placed together in the Sabbath chapter in Leviticus (23).
Let it be known to the reader that this writer believes in keeping all trerapyents of the

Lord God Almighty, but to make them equal in every sense to the sedaynt8abbath is

not biblical.

Today there is a plan in -daffeddveontiretdaceo
AAdventist. o Cel ebr at ilaced thd teet tofrtherlilgeral,(sinr om Ro
loving sector of the Seventtay Adventist Church securely on the path back to Rome. The

New Theol ogy with its tolerance f-obpadéenshas

So what can influence those radidarah-followers? Elevate the annual Sabbaths to be

kept asequal with the seventlday Sabbath as sign of sanctification That was the

Abait. o The Aswitcho came when they were | e
technique cal | e drkdd BrathetWorddWide GhwrchtotGoad. Thereby

their church was broken up and significantly weakened. Now this technique is slated to

work on feaskeepers among the Seveithy Adventists. For some, it already has.

Those will be marked who resist therpuasive charisma of trained teachersTofah

Friend, you must know the Word, live by the Word, and be ready to endure persecution for
the Sacred Word. Only those who know the complete Word of God will stand through the
last great deception.
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So Who Gets the Last Word?
Chapter 11

When tradition usurps Scripture, who gets the last word in your heart, Dear Reader? That
is a vital question for each of us to answer, for it reveals where our loyaltied/liewe

stand for the right though the heavens fall? Or, will we modify our beliefs to fit the
Western, secular mind? Will we live by EVERY word that proceedeth from the

mouth of Jehovah, regardless of the price in this life? Or, will we join the crowd who
follows the leader into adapting the Scriptures to fit modernization or tradition, on

the broad road to perdition?

Will we sing the motto:i God sai d it and | belOrwilvwe it |,
take a more modern, pragmatic approach to religious thought? Will we build ouorfaith

the shifting sand of philosophical, or even theological, opinion? Will our revelation of God
and His Infallible Word be subjected to errant man, or personal preference? Will we
constrict our faith to match the revealed will of Yahweh, or will we beoaour faith to
tolerate, then accept, then endorse and promote the more -hfiacd, philosophical

Al oveo of Love and Brotherhood?

When laws are made that command obedience to a religious power, which makes
obedience to Yahweh appear rebellious, wié allow fear of being misunderstood, or
harangued in court, or severely punished, to cloud our reason? Many will never have to
face that pressure, for they will have intellectually submitted their destiny to their church
Al eader shi po b eadnoWren thehissties Heteveeh loyalty to gsod and
compliance with rational legitimacy collide, will fear of prejudice, make compromise seem
negotiable?

The love of God (evidenced by loyalty to Him) casts out fear (1 John 4:18); the two are
completely incanpatible. We cannot love God while fearing what will happen to us if
we reveal that love in obedience and loyalty by faith in His revealed Word.

To Chri st 6vh equu els tri eotnu r nf, wi || I finthe faith

implication is negatie. The question suggests that faith will be waning from the earth
when He returns. The number for the word

Pistis, -Being persuaded, faith, belief. In general it implies such a
knowledge of, assent to, and confidence in certain divitég, especially
those of the gospel, as produces good worlsexical Aids to the New
Testament)

Pistis persuasion, i.e. credence; moral conviction (of religious truth, or the
truthfulness of God or a religious teacher, especially reliance upost @hri

nf a

salvation( St rongbés Compl ete Greek Dictionar

Matt. 8:10 | have not found so greé&ith, no not in Israel
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Matt. 15:28 and said unto her, O woman, great is faith
As opposed to 14:310 thou of littlefaith

Mark 4:40  How is it that you have riaith?

Mark 11:22 said unto them, Haviith in God

Luke 17:6  If ye hadfaith as a grain of mustard seed

Luke 22:32 | have prayed for thee that tiigith fail not

Acts 3:16 Throughfaith in his name

Rom. 1:17 and God evealed froniaith to faith

Rom. 3:25, to be the propitiation througfaith in his blood
28  justified byfaith without the deeds of the law

Sometimes, however, simply an acknowledgement and assent to religious truths without
good worksand therefore, false faith:

James 2:14, 17, 18, 24, 26 What doth it profit, my brethren, though
a man say he hath faith and have not works? Can
faith save him? Even so faith, if it hath not works, is
deadél wil |l show t heeasmy f ai't
the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without
works is dead also.

Pistis, # 4102, is used in the New Testament 238 times to refer to faithfulness, faith or
bel i ef. The only ot herolig8pistognkeanimgaf ldtlefdit. a n s | at e
Oligopistos is used in this manner five times in the New Testament.

Jesus is asking the question (Luke 18:8) as a kind of challenge to His listeners, suggesting

t hat one check his/ her own hearperstasonsdfee t hat
the Holy Spirit, givingcredenceto the Word of God, and following it closely outmbral

conviction toward divine revelation. That, as the Greek word sugges#sths

When a people can read the Word of God without the persuasion of the plotyt®

convict the soul okin, and of righteousness, and of judgmgltthn 16:8), they are in

danger of losing their faith, according to its definition. Furthermore, those who avow the
doctrine of the superiority of church leaders and theologians dhevRible are making a

fat al mi st ake. Church authority does not nec
humble servants of Yahweh; many are not.

But what about those who deny they have shifted allegiance, although their attitudes
toward someScriptures reveal it? Is this not the condition of Laodicea? Are they not
lukewarm, with no persuasion of the Holy Spirit to give credence to the Word of God to

bring the moral conviction to walk by faith in the old paths? Of us the Saviour asks,

A Whemetlur n wi | | I find faith in your heart a

The world is fast being drawn into a net of pseuglgiosity, making each person the

master of his/her own assessment as to what is right and wrong. Sin is out of the picture as
too antiquated for thenlightened mind. Even among professed, conservative Christians,
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there is a sickness that i mmobilizes mo st
blindness. 0

Can one even imagine the certain disaster that would result from a motorist drroinght

San Francisco at rush hour, suddenly overcome by physical blindness, yet believing the
hallucination that he is in control of his faculties? And what a panic would result if
somehow someone could awaken him (or her) to the true nature of hisRecidgnizing

the predictable panic that would result, has kept thousands of ministers quiet, even though
they know the TRUTH!

Deceptions are surrounding us all. Our only safety is in the Word, and in His Hand of
protection. When apparitions and mirackonfront you, Dear Reader, who will get the

last word? Today the aberrations of Mary are increasing at an alarming rate. When you
witness this miraculous manifestation yourself, will you trust your senses? After all, these
incredible events are sentdonvert the world to Christ. That is their message, we are told.

In South America. There has arisen a deliverer who calls himself Jesus Christ. The internet
of fers CDOs a rsided, DOOERO mctuesofl thefman. it is reported (January
2007) that he is sweeping that continent into belief by his marvelous teachings and
miracles.

For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall
show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible,
they shall deceive the veelect, Matthew 24:24.

The el ect , Dear Reader, wi || be those who

(spiritual) I srael, o6 who Afollow the Lamb

by athefiaw@andto-theTest i mony. 0 T hem,twroe, is thessobtteeshifp r o b |
already taking place among Godés professed

authority figure, to the Church (whatever

The insidious deception is found in listeningp A i nt er pret er so rather

directly through the Scriptures!

In 1 Kings 1113 and 2 Chronicles 123, one may read the sad story. It has been included
here as a warning to be applied to these last days. The story of the disomediefitGod

teaches a message that should be heeded by all. The consequences borne out in the account

are no less life threatening today. Read the story as if you were there. It contains an
admonition for us living in the end of time.

First Kings and Smond Chronicles tell the story of the old man prophet in apostate Israel

n

W |

c

1

who told the man of God from Judah that t he

house. The old man was a prophet in backslidden Israel; he gave a false message, but said
it was from the Lord. The man of God lost his life over believingoatradictory
messagesaid to be from God. The same experience will certainly happen again today for
those who allow any message to supercede the Word of God, as revealed to the student of
Scripture.
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While every wind of doctrine is blowing, the enemy of souls is on the rampage to destroy
our walk of obedient faith. We will be tested, as was the unfaithful messenger. Read it in
1 Kings 12. A solemn warning, indeed!

Solomon had left the drd God, Elohim, to serve Molech, the abomination of Moab (1

Kings 11:68). For the evil done by Solomon and his household, prophecy indicated that

the kingdom would be taken from him (1 Kings 113®@ ) . Only for Davi dos
Rehoboam inherit conttr@f Judah and Benjamin. Unfortunately, Rehoboam acted as a

tyrant over Israel and the ten tribes revolted. Solomon then sought to kill Jeroboam, the
chosen leader of the revolting tribes (11:40), despising the prophecy that had come to his
throne. How gbrious his kingdom; how ponderous its rebellious end!

Jeroboam was coming up to fédlast time, and he was not willing to send his people back

to Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Trumpets in a hostile environment; furthermore, he

and his people enjogethe added excitement associated with the attention given to foreign

gods. Thus, Jeroboam had set up a golden calf! [How could he have forgotten the first gold

calf experiencedthe one in the Wilderness (Exodus-32 when God would have
destroyedthewdnl e nati on had not Moses fAstood in th

To prevent the ten tribes from making the journey to Jerusalem for the fall feasts, he turned

t o t he propaganda pl oy of promised pl easu
At oget hernesso. wiltth vhd s tnhed ghtbolresr anceo 1 ssu
doubt. The dynamic is repeated today every Christmas and Easter, but it seems so much
more innocent now.

He ordained a feast at Bethel, a mock festival of Trumpets. In this manner, he hoped to

attract the people to his feast so they would not go up to Jerusalem to the solemn Feast of
Trumpets. Thus, in the spirit of spite and revenge and careless blindness, he tried to win the
support and affection of more people away from Rehoboam. See 1 Kir833. Such

was the setting for the tragedy that befell the man of God from Judah.

Israel was divided over this temptation. The old prophet in Israel refused to go to
Jeroboamds abominabl e feast. It waleldimot on -
an authorized location, nor was it led by godly leaders, nor was it exclusively for the One

True God. But the younger people saw nothing sinister in a little celebration; so it was that

the old prophetés sons we mhite thé a@d ptophet stayedr e mon y
home.

Then came a man of God out of Judah (13:1) who gave a prophecy against the golden calf
that was set up in Bethel for their festival (12:32). He cried aloud:

O altar, altar, thus saith the LORD; Behold, a child shalldwmn

unto the house of David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall he

offer the priests of the high places that burn incense upon thee, and
mendés bones shall be burnt wupon t he
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This man of God from Judah had been given directions to go kelBdeliver the Word of

the Lord, and return fAstraight home. 0 He we
land of the apostate tribes. So, when Jeroboam heard what the man had cried against the

altar (1 Kings 13:2), he, pointing, shouted fooge nearby to lay hold on the man of God

(verse 4), but his outstretched hand withered, and the altar was rent just as the man of God

had given as a sign (See verse 3). Jeroboam then cried to be healed, asking the man of God

to pray that YHWH would reste his hand. With all the crowds of people witnessing these

events, Jeroboam then invited the man to dine with him, as if in gratitude.

And the man of God said unto the king, If thou wilt give me half thine
house, | will not go in with thee, neithetll | eat bread nor drink
water in this place, verse 8.

The man of God hastened on his way, following the command of Elohim, and the people

went home. The two sons of the old prophet also went home. They told their father all that

had transpired (vs.1312) at the celebration. The old prophet wanted to meet the man of

God from Judah who had been so bold against so many, even the majority. The sons
saddled the old prophetdéds ass, and he was of

Are you the man of God theame from Judah? And he said, | am.
Then he said unto him, Come home with me, and eat bread. {vs. 14
15).

When the man of God repeated the instruction he had received directly from the Lord, the
old prophet answered his objections with these words:

| am a prophet also as thou art; and an angel spake unto me by the
word of the LORD, saying, Bring him back with thee into thine
house, that he may eat bread and drink water. But he lied unto him
(13:18).

One may know that the old prophet was truly a propiiérahweh, because after he had

lied to the man of God from Judah, the word of the Lord really came to him and he

delivered a true message:
Foreasmuch as thou hast disobeyed the mouth of the LORD, and
hast not kept the commandment which the LORD thy God
commanded thee, But camest back, and hast eaten bread and drunk
water in the place, of the which the Lord did say to thee, Eat no
bread, and drink no water; thy carcass shall not come unto the
sepulcher of thy fathers (1 Kings 13:22).

We could focus orthe ease with which someone who claimed to be a messenger of
Yahweh turned aside to follow someone else who claimed to be His prophet. That folly
certainly teaches an important lesson to learn from this experience. There is another lesson
from this story however, that specifically relates to this knotty issue, at least at its
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foundation: What do we do with the words of a prophet when they contradict the
revealed Word of God?

Paul warned us this could happen again. It apparently was not uncommon.

Paul warns againstalse apostles, deceitful workers, transforming
themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan
himself is transformed into an angel of light, 2 Corinthians 11:13, 14

Isaiah had centuries before reminded the true igzael

Bind up the testimony; seal the law among my disciples. To the law
and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is
because there is no light in them, Isaiah 8:16, 20.

Indeed, we would not have confusion over the thredaysand-three-nights scripture

had we clung to the law Torah- the first five books written by Moses), held a correct

view of Aprophetsodo and fAmessengers of the L
Scriptures (See Appendix 6, Page 107). In the tragic evdmds led to the death of the

man of God from Judah we may find insights and warnings for our day, warnings that cut

across strong feelings imbedded in icons of {oefgl beliefs.

We may assume that both men in our biblical account were loyal to Jehoveholdl
prophet in Bethel di dnét go to the bl asphemt
with worshipping false gods. No doubt he was deeply grieved by the apostasy so blatant

and shameless about him, but he was of a tribe that had valued thé Begitionore than

the Seed of David. His tribe had joined the United Nations and the World Council of
Churches of his day. Then too, he may have
the seven thousand who iGentanlymdiwhdreohe eodld see k n e e
them.

When his sons excitedly told him about the man of God from Judah who had boldly
prophesied against the altar to Baal which Jeroboam had set up to celebrate heathen deity,
the old prophet must have longed to meet such a man ofctionv Perhaps he hoped to

gain some encouragement from another with his special calling, one with more courage

than he himself possessed. When the sons ¢
fury, his withered hand, his subsequent change ofidétitoward the man of God, and the
miracleheal i ng of Jeroboambés hand, the old pro
himo to fellowship with the messenger.

It seems apparent that the old prophet may have become somewdtainfdiént and lax
himself, however, for when told the instructions the man of God was to follow, he should
have respected the word, however personally disappointing. Had he been accustomed to
virtue and reverence, he would have. He had a desire to honor Yahweh, his Adonai; but,
like Eli before him, he lacked the character to stand boldly against evil in his sons and in
his nation. A visit with the man of God might bring him fortitude. He meant the man of
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God no harm, but he must look out for his own needs and interests, too. iHieaw was
in need of encouragement right then.

The man of God from Judah, on the other hand, had great respect for the calling. He
obeyed, uncompromisingly. With boldness he spoke the fate of the faithless pleasure
seekers at Bethel. But, when someof an esteemed higher position and greater authority

in Israel gave a contradictory message, his heart and good manners deferred to the older
prophet. He respected his elders according to the statutes.

Today, and in every generation the test is giveswHlo we rank the Bible, the revealed

Word of God, in the presence of a skilled theologian, or a messenger of the Lord who has
been revered for generations? When the message is in error, do we reject that spurious
message and remain steadfast in the &oep? Or, like the man of God from Judah, are

we prone to trust the | ater counsel as fAthe

Thousands of Adventists are doing just that,
take the Bible and the Bible only as a staddar right (See Appendix 6, p. 107). When

the explanations and interpretation conflict with clear Bible exegesis, many today cling to

the contemporary teaching as if it werdia o r r eto thé massage God has already

given in Scripture. By allowing aone, regardless of rank, to undo what the Bible says,

many are bDblindly preparing for grave decept
propheto i s -dattédavi ngr ainomuewf Hi s commands.

The old prophet in the book of First Kings wore thea b e | of Aprophet o be
given in the past the straight testimony of Yahweh. We may say that he, in this instance,
abused his authority by speaking what was not a direct message from the Lord while
claiming that it was from God. He was human. |Her confessed his wrong, requesting

that he be buried on the bones of the man of God. He apparently regretted his lapse into
selfaggrandizement over his position, age advantage, and sage authority.

The parallel for us lies in thiestthat came to thene who had heard the voice of God, but
turned aside to listen to a human voice. How steadfast are you, Dear Reader, in the Word of
God?

Those who have heard (through Scripture and the Holy Spirit) the warnings should take
heed:
Therefore we ought toige the more earnest heed to the things which we
have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip, Hebrews 2:1

For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of

the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Spimd, have
tasted the good word of Godélf they s
unt o repent aneeé Hebrews 6: 4

Paul must have felt the weight of great responsibility on his shoulders when he wrote:
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But even if we or an angel from heaven shqukhch to you a gospel
contrary to and different from that which we preached to you, let him be
accursed anathema, devoted to destruction, doomed to eternal punishment!
Galatians 1:8, Amplified Version.

Certainly, Paul did not anticipate that\Wweuld be teaching any error, but that the messages
believed by the listeners must be in harmony with the revealed Word of God. Even the
Avery electo are in danger of falling prey
(See Matthew 24:24). Praid&ahweh, He will not leave His chosen people without clear

light on the pathway to follow.

And thine ear shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk
ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left, Isaiah
30:21.

Wha would it take to dislodge your footing in the Word? Could principalities &i46e

rule or authority)? Could powers (18&Xousia executive permission, right, or liberty)?

Could the rulers of the darkness of this world, if they appear with miraslesgels of

dazzling light? Could spiritual wickedness in high places (Eph. 6:12), when that wicked
ness purposes to fAenlighteno you, and i s so
ensnare your soul? Who gets the last word then, Dear Reader?

Just as the Protestant Reformation was driven by an urgency to return to the literal
interpretation of Scripture, so today a Latter Day Reformation must nudge us back to a
hunger and thirst for the literal Wordhe Word must be craved, heard, believed,
embraced, and lived. In the words of the Reformer, John Calvin,

ALet wus know that the true meaning of
meaning. Let us embrace and abide it resolutely. It is the first business of

an interpreter to let the author sayatihe does say instead of attributing to

him whatwe thihnkh e ought to say. 0

If the Sacred Scriptures were studied and followed, the Christian would be fortified to meet
the wily foe; but the Word of God is neglected, and disaster and defeat foll@@andels

on Stewardshipp. 210.2} None but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of
the Bible will standthrough the last great conflict. To every soul will come the searching
test. Shall | obey God rather than men? The decisive hour is eveat iand. Are our feet
planted on the rock of God's immutable Word? Are we prepared to stand firm in defense
of the commandments of God and the faith of Jesuafedt Controversy] 888, 593594}
Emphasis supplied.

The fAknot t y rucifisntResorrection Contraversg is, at its foundatianest

Will we believe the Word of God in flesh? He gave us His Sign. Or, will we qualify His
Words by the testimony of human interpretevgRo gets the last word in small issues
will determine who gets the last word in the Grand Finale.
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Shabbath verses Shabbathon
Appendix 1

Objective: To determine the Sabbath for counting to Pentecost from
the Wave Sheaf Offering, which was offered the day after a
Sabbath;annual Sabbath, of"8ay Sabhth?

Shabbathi 7676
AThe Sabbath, the day
day; a week. The sacred seventh year; a sabbat
year . The Sabbath was

a ut h o[rhé domypleteONVord Study: Old Testament, p.
2370]

Ex. 16:23 Tomorrow ithe rest of the holy
Sabbath. [7 day]
for today is a Sabbath unto the
LORD. [7"day]
on the seventh day, which is th
Sabbath [ day]

for that the LORD Hagiven
you the Sabbath {7day]
Remember the Sabbath day to
keep it holy. [ day]

The seventh day is the Sabbal
of the LORD thy God. [7day]

wherefore th\LORD blessed th¢
Sabbath day [7day]

Verily my Sabbaths ye shall
keep for it is a signdontext
suggests 7 dayg]

Ye shall keep the Sabbath
therefore, foit is holy [7" day]

Whosoever doeth any work in
the Sabbaday] da

The children of Israel shall kee
the Sabbathé (
sign. [7" day ]

a hol day, a Sabbath of rest to
the LORD. [#" day]
throughout your habitations up
the Sabbath day. {7day]

16:25

16:26

16:29

20:8

20:10

20:11

31:13

31:14

31:15

31:16

35:2

35:3

Shabbathon’ 7677

Ailt means a sacred tinr
sabbath. The term applies to the Day
Atonement, the Feast of Trumpets, and the fi
and eighth days of Tabernacles. The endi
indicates that id]li s a

Lev.23:24 the first day of the month, shg
ye have aabbath
23:39 on the first day shall be a
sabbath

A Re § 7687

Ex. 16:23 tomorrow is theest of the holy
Sabbath day
31:15 but in the seventh is the Sabba
of rest
35:2 but on the seventh day..a Sabl
of rest.
Lev 16:31 it shall be a sabbathrebt
23:3 but the seventh day is the Sahb

of rest

23:32 It shall be unto you a sabbath ¢
rest

25: 4,5 the seven

rest unto the land

Gen.2:2,3 heestedon the seventh day
from all his work
Ex.16:30 So the peopleestedon the
seventh day
23:12 and on the seventh day thou sh
rest
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Shabbathi 7676

AThe Sabbath, the day
day; a week. The sacred seventlagea sabbatical
year . The Sabbath wa

a ut h o [THe Coypletd Word Study: Old Testament,
2370]

Lev.19:3 his mother, and his father, ang
keep my Sabbaths

19:30 Ye shall keep my Sabbaths, an

23:3 The seventh day is the Sabbatt

restéYou shall
cal |l ed oMyayf ea

23:11 On the morrow after the Sabbsq
the priest shall wave the sheaf.

[continuity suggests 7' day]

23:15 count unto you from the morrov

after the Sabbath seven Sabbat
[continuity suggests ¥ day]

23:16 even unto the morrow after the
seventh Sabbatlsgme as above

23:32 It shall be unto you a Sabbath o
rest context suggests the Day 0
Atonement is a Sabbath]

23:38 Beside the Sabbaths of the
LORD [feasts called Sabbaths]
Every Sabbath he shall set it in
order Eontext suggests'? day]
the land keep a Sabbath unto t
LORD. [land rest]

25:8 thou shalt number seven Sabba
of years €ontext unclear: could
refer to 7" days beirg the focal
point for counting, or it could
mean seven years of feasts in
a cycle.]

26: 2 Ye shall
[context suggests all kinds]

26:34, 35, 43 then shall the land rest
and enjoy her Sabbaths
[land-rest]

Num 15:32 a man that gathered sticks uf
the Sabbath dafy™ day]

24:8

25:2

k e

28: 9 on the Sab
[7" day]

28:10 the burnt offering of every
Sabbath[7" day]

Shabbathon 7677

Ailt means a sacred tinrn
sabbath. The term applies to the Day
Atonement, the Feast offrumpets, and the first
and eighth days of Tabernacles. The endil
indicates that idis a

Ex. 31:17 on the seventh dayested
and was refreshed
34:21 but on the seventh day thou shg
rest
Lev.26:3435 then shall the larmést

Shavathi 7673
AnTo desi st, cease,
an end. The primary idea appears to be
sit down or to sit still. Shavath may img
rest, but not iin e
completed, and, themfe there was nc
need to continue. He did not need to 1
like a weary man; He only stopped H
creative activity.

Sample texts are listed below, but this lig

is not exhaustive since this word does nd

add anything to this study.

Ex.55 AndPhar aoh sai dé
rest from their burdens

Ex. 23:12 but on the seventh day thou sh
rest

Ex. 34:21 on the seventh day thou shalt
rest

2Chron. 36:21 until the land had enjoyed
hersabbaths
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Shabbathi 7676
AThe Sabbath, the day
day; a week. The sacred seventh year; a sabbat
year . The Sabbath wa

a ut h o [THe Coypletd Word Study: Old Testament,
2370]

De 5:12 Keep the Sabbath day to sancti
[7" day]

5:14 the seventh day is the Sabbath ¢
the LORD.[7" day]

5:15 thy God commanded thee to kee
the Sabbath day7™ day]

2Ki 4:23 It is n&her new moon nor
S a b b a undeéstodd to mean
7" day]

11:59 A third part of you that entered
in on thdé™M&ylbb a

16:18 the covert for the Sabbath that
they haddayjuil té

1Ch 9:32 the shewbread, to prepare it
every Sabbatfcontext suggests
7" day; See Lev. 24:8]

23:31 burnt sacrifices unto the LORD
in the Sabbaths, in the new mool
and on the set feastsgntext
suggests ¥ day]

2Ch 2:4 on the Sabbaths, and on the ne
moons, and on the solemn feasts

[7" day]

8:13 on the Sabbaths, and on the ney
moons, and on t
[7" day]

23:4 A third part of you entered on the
SabbatHcontext suggests 7 day

23: 8 éewith them
on the Sabbathcpntext suggests
7" day]

31:3 the burnt offerings for the
Sabbaths, new moons, and feas
[context suggests 7 days]

36:21 until the land had enjoyed her
Sabbathsdontext suggests both
Years and 7" days]

Ne 9:14 madest known unto them thy hg
SabbatH7"™ day]
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Shabbathi 7676
AThe Sabbath, the day
day; a week. The sacred seventh year; a sabbat
year . The Sabbath wa

a ut h o [THe Coypletd Word Study: Old Testament,
237)

10:31 or any victuals on the Sabbath
on the holy da
it on the Sabbathcpntext
suggests 7 days]

10:33 of the Sabbaths, of the new
mo o0 n same][

13:15 treading wine presses on the S
[7" days]

1311619 ésol d on th
opened unto after the Sabbath.
[7" day]

13:21:22 they no more on the Sabbat
keep the gates, tomsetify the S.
[7" day]

Isa. 1:13 the new moons and Sabbaths,
calling of assemblie§7™ days]

56:2, 4 that keepeth the Sabbath fron
polluting it [7" day]

56:6 everyone that keefh the Sabbath
[7" day]

58:13 If thou turn away thy foot from

t he Sabbat f'%day]

66:23 from one new moon to another
and from one Sabbath to anothe
[context unclear, could be 7"
days and could be all types

Jer. 17:2127 bear no burden on the
Sabbathéhall ow
[7" day]

Lam. 2:6 solemn feasts and Sabbaths tc
forgotten in Zion7™ day]

Eze.20:12, 13 Moreover | gave them My
Sabbat hsé great
[7" day]

20:16 not in My statutes, but polluted
My Sabbath§7™ days, or
possibly both; See 45:17]

20:20 hallow mySabbaths, and they
shall be a sigfi?™ days, or
possibly both; See 45:17]
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Shabbathi 7676
AThe Sabbath, the day
day; a week. The sacred seventh year; a sabbat
year. The Sabbath was acovana s i gn

a ut h o [THe Coypletd Word Study: Old Testament,
2370]

20:21, 24 had polluted my Sabbaths
[7" days, or possibly both]

22:8 hast profaned my Sabbafi%
days, or possibly both; See
45:17]

22:26 have hid their eyes from my
Sabbath$7™ days, or possibly
both; See 45:17]

23:38 profaned my Sabbattd'[days,
or possibly both; See 45:17]

44:24 and they shahallow my
Sabbath§™ days, or possibly
both; See 45:17]

45:17 in the Sabbaths in all solemnitig
[obviously, the 7" days, since
the feasts are also referenced
in the listing]

46:1,3 on the Sabbath it shall be ope
[7" day]

46:4, 12 Sabbath day shall be six lam
[7" day]

Hos 2:11 and her Sabbaths, and all her
solemn feast47™ days]

Am 8:5 the Sabbht that we may set forth
wheat[7" day]
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Synopsis of the Four Gosy
Appendix 2

As we begin this versky-verse comparison, let the reader be reminded:

1 Evening begins a dayGen. 1:5, 8, 13
1 Roman reckoning begins at midnight
1 Bible reckoning beginstaundown.

Matthewbs Account =62. Matt hew 27:51, 57

1. When Christ died, the temple veil was rent from top to bottom as a mighty
earthquake rent the rocks. (Verse 51)

2. And the graves were broken open so that many bodies of saints arose from the
gravesafter His resurrection. These appeared unto many in and around
Jerusalem. (Verses &3)

3. The centurion guarding the crucifixion saw the earthquake and exclaimed that
ATruly, this was the Son of God. o (Ver s

4. Many women, including Mary Magdalenand Mary the mother of James and
John, as well as the mother of Jesus, stood at a distance watching everything.
(Verses 5556)

5. When evening was coming, Joseph of Arimathea, a disciple of Jesus, went to
Pilate and begged the body of Jesus. (Versgeg)7

6. Next we see Joseph wrapping the body in a clean linen cloth and placing it in
his own new tomb. He rolled the stone over the door and left (Ver§6)59

7. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary watched at the sepulcher. (Verse 61)

8. The next day after ¢hpreparation day, the chief priests and Pharisees came to
Pilate reasoning that the Romans should place a guard at the tomb to prevent the
disciple of Jesus from stealing the body. This watch should be maintained until
after the third day. (Verses &3)

9. So Pilate made the sepulcher secure until the third day from the time he was
approached. (Verses &6)

It appears that Matthew is giving his account of what went on, telling the
events as they came before his mind in importance. He tells @leoeriicifixion, then the
earthquake, and the resurrection of saints after the third day, then he returns to the cross to
follow more of the storyline.

90



The narrative continues in Chapter 28:

10. In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn towafidstheay of the week,
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the sepulcher. (Verse 1)

11.There was another earthquake as the angel of the Lord descended from heaven
and rolled back the stone from the doorway. He sat upon the stonedmothe
of the tomb, his face and garments shining in the glory of heaven (Ve®&es 2

12.The guards at the tomb had, for fear, fallen as dead men before the angel. (Verse
4).

13.The angel calmed the women and assured them that Jesus had risen, but they
could bok inside and see the place where He had lain. (Ver6gs 5

14.The angel then sent the women to tell the other disciples that the risen Saviour
would meet them at Galilee. (Verse8)/

15. As they were running to tell the disciples, they met Jesus who gteetad
They recognized Him, and taking hold of His feet, they worshipped Him (Verse
9)

16.Jesus instructed them to go tell the brethren that they were to go to Galilee to
meet Him. While the chief priests were concocting their copeithe eleven
disciples gathered on a mountain in Galilee where Jesus had indicated. (Verses
10-16)

17.When Jesus arrived they worshipped Him; but some doubted. (Verse 17)

18. Jesus spoke the words we have memorized as the Gospel Commission (Verses
18-20)

There, Matthew aifs His version of the story. Now, as we carefully follow
the account, as viewed by Mark, we will note the details that differ or are in addition to
Matt hewdés record.

Mar kds Accoun#47: Mar k 15: 37

1. When Jesus cried out and died, the temple veil eaisfrom top to bottom.
(Verses 3738).No mention is made of an earthquake.
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2. No mention is made of the graves being opened at this time in the

narrative.
3. The centurion near the cross heard
manwas he Son of God. o6 (Verse 39)

4. There were women watching from a distance, including Mary Magdalene, and
Mary the mother of James the less and the mother of JesuSalanae and
manyother women who had followed Him in Galilee and to Jerusalem.
(Verses 4041)

5. When the evening was coming, Joseph of Arimate&pnorable counselor
and follower of Jesus, went boldly to Pilate craving the body of Jesus,
intending to care for the body before sundown, for the next day was a Sabbath.
(Verses 4243)

6. Pilate, doubting that Jesus could already be dead, checked with the
centurion first. When His death was confirmed, he gave permission for Joseph
to take the body. Thedpseph bought fine linen, and took down the body
wrapped it in the linen and latde body in his own sepulcher. Then he rolled
the stone over the doorway. (Verses/)}

7. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Jesus watched as He was laid in the
tomb. (Verse 47)

8 No mention is made of the cpuntepaliWarnt k @
account seems to follow the chronological order of events more closely
t han Matthewdés; plus, it adds sever al

account. Matthew had mentioned the need for a guard around the tomb until the
third day, which Mark overlooked.

kés account continues in Chapter 16.

9. No mention is made of the soldiers making the tomb secure.

a

d e

d e

10. When the Sabbat h walwougbtepeceqrepdrilggo Mar y 0 s

anoint the body of Jesu3hen, early the first day of the week, they came to the
sepulcheat sunrise (Verses 12)

11. They found the stone had been rolled away, and wondered who had Nane it.
mention was made of another earthquake. They entered the sepulcherdan
found a young man sitting inside clothed in a long white robegnd they were
afraid.(Verses %)

12.No mention is made of the guards outside the tomb overcome by the power
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and brightness of an angel.

13. Theangel calms their fears and shows the women the place where they had laid
Him. (Verse 6)

14. Then the angel instructs the women to go tell the disapl@feterthat Christ
will meet them in Galilee. (Verse 7)

15. The women ran in amazemé&embling, and told no one, because they were
afraid. But He was first seen by Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had
cast seven devils. She went and told the disciples who were grieving.
(Verses 810)

16.No mention is made of thenstruction to go to Galilee to meet Jesus, nor of
the concocted lie back in Jerusalem.

17.No mention of the disciples worshipping Jesuginly of some doubting.
(Verse 11)

18.Now the scenario picks up with Jesus walking and talking wittwo
di sciples walking in the country. They
story. Then Mark tells how Jesus met the eleven as they were eating. Jesus
rebuked their unbelief and gave them the Gospel Commission. (Verse2ap
As He finished His conmission, He was taken up into heaven.

Lukebds Accouni6: Luke 23: 46
1. Jesus cried out, AFather, i anddiedt hy hand
(Verse 46)

2. No mention is made of any graves being opened at an earthquake.

3. The centurion saall that was doneandsaii,Cer t ai nl'y thi s was ¢
ma n (Veérse 47)

4. All the people who had come to see the event smote their breasts. All His
friends and all the women who had followed there from Galilee, watelied
these things. (Same as Markds record)
5. Joseph of Arimathea, a good man and a counséiorhad not approved of

the plotting of the Jews begged of Pilate the body of Jesus. (VerseSsZ0
Nothing is mentioned about the time of day.
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6. Joseph took down the body, wrapped it in limenrfention is made of it
being purchased that day)and laid him in a new sepulcher that was hewn in
stone.No mention is made of rolling a stone in front of the tomb(Verse 53)

7. Ard the women who had come from Galife#owed after and saw the
sepulcher and how they had placed the bodwerse 55).

8. That day was the preparation and the Sabbath drew on(Verse 54)
9. No mention is made of the ddiers securing the tomb.

10. The women returned home after the tomb was covered and prepared spices
and rested the Sabbath day according to the commandme(¥erse 56)

Lukebs narrative continues in Chapter 24:

10. Very early in the morning dlie first day of the week, the women
brought their spices to the sepulcher. (Verse 1)

11.They found the stone rolled away, so they entered in, and found the tomb
empty. They were perplexed as they met thieve men in shining apparel.
The women bowed down their faces to the ground before the shining ones,
who asked them, AWhy do you Vesseskk t he | i

5)
12.No mention is made of the soldiers falling down before the angels.

13.The two men explained how the Savioud lt@ld them that He would be
crucified and rise¢he third day. They remembered His words(Verse 68)

14.No mention is made of the two men sending them to tell the disciples.

15. The women left the sepulcher and told the disciples; they believe them not.
(Verses 911) Peter then ran to the sepulcher and saw for himselfVerse
12).

16. No mention is made about Jesus instructing them to go to Galilee to meet
Him.

17. Here, a detailed description of the walk with thériends on the road to
Emmaus occupies verses 135. Luke continues with details of what
Matthew and Mark have only sketched:
disciples as they ate supper. He opened to their minds the Scriptures
concerning His sacrifice andhow He would rise again the third day.
(Verses 3e45)
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19. The Gospel commission is only sketchy as presented by Luke (Verd&3.47

Johndés AccouR3:: John 19: 16

1. John mentions nothing about an earthquake or the rending of the
Temple veil, but details the events at the crosqVerses 1&4)

2. No mention is made of graves being opened at the death of Christ.
3 The centurionds declaration is not ment
Christbds garment i s mentionedshetehe t hi e

mentioned, and Mary being put into the care of John is mentioned.
(Verses 2837)

4. The women are said to be standing near the cross, instead of at a distance.
(Verse 25)

5. John gives the most detail about the day of the crucifixiorhamdeach event
had been prophesied.lt was the Jews preparation day for a High Sabbath, so
the body must be taken down before the sunset. (Ver8&)26

6. Joseph of Arimathea, a disciple of Jesasretlyasked of Pilate the body of
Jesus, and Pilagave it to himNicodemus provided myrrh and aloes. They
togethertook down the body of Jesus and prepared it with the spices wrapped
in linen. They then laid Him in a tomb a garden nearby. {Verses 3&2)

7. No mention is made of the women watching evgthing done to their Lord.

8. It was the preparation for th#assover, so the Jews made haste to get the
bodies down before the next day which was a sabbath/drse 14, 31, 42)

9. No mention is made of the securing of the tomb, or the plotting of theel
after the resurrection.
Johnds narrative continues in Chapter 20:
10. Mary Magdalene went early, through the darkness, to the sepulcher on the first
day of the week. She found the tomb empky.mention of anyone being
with her. (Verse 1)

11.No menton is made of a great earthquake, or the angel at the sepulcher.

12.No mention is made of a shining angel meeting her at the tomb.
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13.No instruction by an angel is mentionedpbut Mary ran to tell the disciples
and Peter. (Verse 2)

14.Peter and John, with Johnahead, ran to the sepulcher. After seeing for
themselves, they returned to their own homes.

15.Mary then returned to the sepulcher to weep. Two angels in white were
sitting in the tomb. They spoke to her. She answered and turned back to
see Whom sk supposed to be the gardener. When He spoke to her, she
recognized that it was JesugVerses 1116)

16Jesus said to Mary, fiDondét touch me for
Father, but go tell the disciples that | am going to My Father and your Father.
(Verses 1817)

17.That evening(of the first day of the week) the disciples were hiding for fear
of the Jews, when Jesus appeared in their midst. (Vers3)19

18.The words of instruction as remembered by John are different from the synoptic
Gospels(See Verses 223).

From these four accounts, we will reconstruct the major events in sequence as
accurately as possible. See Page83®vhere this reconstruction is placed in parallel. The
words of instruction, as remembered by John, are differemt fhe Synoptic Gospels. (See
verses 2223). He adds details the others missed, as noted in the parallel columns,
beginning on Page 32.
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