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Psalms 119 & the Hebrew 
Aleph Bet - Part 19  

 

 

The nineteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet is called “Qof” (pronounced kof) and has the sound of “k” or “q” 

as in “queen”. It appears in the following three forms: 

 

 

Writing the Letter: Qof 

 

This letter looks like the English “P”, except that the curved part doesn’t connect with the stem. 

 

The aleph bet is what modern Hebrew calls the alphabet (22 letters that Yahweh used to speak the universe into 

existence). But Biblically, Aleph Tav are the first and last letters of the Hebrew alphabet. Each individual letter 

is called an Oat. Oat = sign. It is saying something (giving a Spiritual Message).   
 

Qof is the letter which symbolizes the Bride of Christ. It 

signifies that which is made holy and is set apart for holy 

use. “It is written, Be ye HOLY, for I AM HOLY,” 1 Peter 

1:16. 

 

“Holy, Holy, Holy, is Yahweh of hosts, Who was and Is, and 

is to come!” (Isaiah 6:3 and Revelation 4:8). 

 

Qof is the first letter of the word Qodesh, meaning, 

“HOLINESS.”  

 

“Worship Yahweh in the beauty of HOLINESS,” Psalm 29:2. 

 

“For Yahweh hath chosen Zion; He hath desired it 

for His habitation. This is My Rest for ever: here will I dwell; for I have desired it.  I will abundantly 

bless her provision: I will satisfy her poor with bread. I will also clothe her priests with Salvation: and 

her saints shall shout aloud for joy,” Psalm 132:13-16. 
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Spiritual Meaning of the Qof 
Qof = K,Q and 100 and means “LAST”, “LEAST”, “HOLY” and “HOLINESS”  

  

Yahweh is HOLY, and He desires 

holiness on behalf of His People, 

saying, “You shall be holy, for I AM 

HOLY,” Leviticus 19:26.  

 

The Tzaddi (the letter just before Qof) 

is the letter of Righteousness. Are these 

two letters bearing the exact same 

message? No! Tzaddi is the walk of 

Righteousness – but holiness is the 

END OF THE PATH. It is the final 

goal of Righteousness by Faith.  

 

Romans 6:19 “…For as ye have 

yielded your members servants to 

uncleanness and to iniquity unto 

iniquity; even so now yield your 

members servants to righteousness 

unto holiness.”    Paul stated that 
Yahshua has 
become “our 

righteousness, 
HOLINESS and 
redemption,” 1 

Corinthians 1:30. 

 
 

Yahweh makes us holy in order that we may 

live righteously, but also, we are to live 

righteously – empowered only by Yah – that we 

may grow in Holiness. Thus, there is the aspect 

of being made holy as well as the aspect of 

developing Holiness. 
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Hebrew Words Beginning with Qof: 
Hebrew Word Pronunciation Meaning 

דושק kadosh 
“holiness” – Isaiah tells us that the angels in Heaven praise God saying, “Kadosh, 
kadosh, kadosh is Yahweh, Master of Legions, the whole world is filled with His 
Glory,” Isaiah 6:3. 

דשיםק kedoshin 
“separation from all others for the sake of her future husband”. When a Hebrew 
woman becomes engaged, she enters a period of kedoshin. This is a shadow-
picture of Christ’s People and their forsaking of all idolatry for His Sake. 

 Kadashim (kah-dah-SHEEM) Holy things; consecrated things; sacrifices. 

ח א דשק
השם

Qadesh et 
HaShem 

(ka-DAYSH et hash-SHEM) n. To sanctify the Name of God by noble deeds or by 
martyrdom. 

 

Qof: When Man Really Does Become an Ape 
In light of all that Qof teaches concerning holiness, it may come as a surprise 

to learn that Qof’s name, spelled out - וףק  – means “monkey”. How can this 

be? What does a monkey have to do with holiness? As one Hebrew scholar 

explained: 

 

When a man does not elevate himself beyond the ordinary, when a man 

does not act in a way to create sacredness, when a man does not endow 

his situation with holiness, man is no more than an ape. (Robert M 

Haralick, The Inner Meaning of the Hebrew Letters, p 269) 

 

Scripture speaks often of man’s baser, carnal or “animal” nature. Holiness may easily be mimicked, or “aped”. 

Apart from indwelling godliness, we can become worse than animals. We are to be on our guard, to not allow 

the carnal man to take over the driver’s seat of our souls.  

 

“You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being 

corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new 

self, created to be like God in true Righteousness and Holiness,” Ephesians 4:22-24. 

 

Qof (ק) is the only letter which extends below the line. (Other letters only extend below the line in their FINAL 

forms, but not in their standard form, as does the letter Qof.) In addition to holiness, Qof also represents the 

depths to which mankind may sink, by acting like animals and just going with our carnal impulses and feelings. 

Doing this is the opposite of holiness. 
 

Qof words include Kadosh (holy). 

The holiness of God is His "specialness". He is to be honored above all else. 

Korban (sacrifice) is also a Qof word. 

Qof comes from the root Karev which means to come close. 

A Qof year is a year to come closer to God. 
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Qof: Shows Zion vs. Babylon 
Occurring over 150 times in the Bible, the word “Zion” essentially means “fortification.” In the Bible, Zion is both the 

city of David and the city of God. As the Bible progresses, the word “Zion” transitions from referring primarily to a 

physical city to having a more spiritual meaning. Zion, represents the People of Yahweh – the Holy People – His Bride: 

 

Isaiah 51:16 “…Say unto Zion, thou art My people.” 

Psalm 125:1 “…They that trust in YHWH shall be as mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever.” 

THE PEOPLE WHO TRUST IN YHWH 

WILL BE MOUNT ZION! 

Yahweh’s Temple – His House – is built up of individual stones – each 

of which represents a saved PERSON: 

 

• 1 Peter 2:5  “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual 

house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to 

YAH by Yahshua.”  

• Ephesians 2:19-21  “…Ye are no more strangers and 

foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of 

God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

Yahshua Christ Himself being the Chief Corner Stone;  In whom all the 

building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy Temple in YHWH.” 

 

It is the Zion of Yahweh’s people, not the literal city of Jerusalem that is 

foretold in Micah’s End-time Prophecy: 

 

 Micah 4:1-2  “But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the houseof 

YHWH [or a living temple built with living stones] shall be established in the top of the mountains, 

and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall flow unto it. And many nations shall come, and 

say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of YHWH, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and He 

will teach us of His Ways, and we will walk in His Paths: for the Law shall go forth of Zion, and the 

Word of YHWH from Jerusalem.” 

 

Zion is also the STONE, foretold in Daniel’s vision, which Yahweh uses to break the kingdoms of the 

heathen nations at the end of the world. We know this by connecting Daniel 2 with Jeremiah 51: 

 

 Daniel 2:34 & 45   Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands ... Forasmuch as thou sawest that the 

stone was cut out of the mountain without hands... 

 

 Jeremiah 51:20  “Thou art My battle axe and weapons of war: for with thee will I break in pieces the nations, 

and with thee will I destroy kingdoms.” 

 

Bible Prophecy Compares Both the Bride of Christ – Zion - AND the Whore of Revelation – Babylon – to Women: 

 Jeremiah 6:2“I have likened the daughter of Zion to a comely and delicate woman.”  

 Revelation 17:5 “And upon her forehead was a name written, Mystery, BABYLON the Great, the MOTHER of 

HARLOTS and Abominations of the Earth.”  

 “Come out of her My people, that ye be not partakers of her sins and receive not of her plagues...” 

 

The letter Qof is a reminder that WE are being CALLED OUT OF BABYLON – INTO ZION! 
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The First Set of Seven Letters: 

 :The first seven Hebrew letters portray the GOSPEL א ב ג ד ה ו ז

 

 א
Aleph –  

 ב
Beit –  

 ג
Gimel –  

 ד
Dalet –  

 ה
Hey –  

 ו
Vav –  

 ז
Zayin –  

 
 

The Second Set of Seven Letters: 

 The second grouping of seven Hebrew letters portray ח ט י כ ל מ נ

the SPIRITUAL WALK: 

 

 ח
Chet –  

 ט
Tet –  

 י
Yod –  

 כ
Kaf –  

 ל
Lamed –  

 מ
Mem –  

 נ
Nun –  
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In the final series of letters, we find Yah’s Promises and Encouragements as well as Warnings. Tzaddi is the center letter. 

From tzaddi radiate both the Promises awaiting the person who hungers and thirsts after RIGHTEOUSNESS, as well as 

the warnings which accompany unrighteous living. Tzaddi is an exceedingly important letter, because its name (tzaddi) is 

the root of the word (tzaddik), which means “righteousness” or “righteous man”. It is fitting that tzaddi should follow ayin 

rather than precede it since “the eyes of Yahweh are on the righteous,” (1 Peter 3:12). 

 

The Third Set of Seven Letters: 

 The third grouping of seven Hebrew letters portray ס ע פ צ ק ר ש

Yah’s PROMISES and WARNINGS to His Church: 

 

 ס
Samech –  

 ע
Ayin –  

 פ
Peh –  

 צ
Tzaddi –  

 ק
Kof –  

 ר
Resh –  

 ש
Shin –  

And the Final Hebrew letter (Tav) ת is set apart – on its own – the Capstone Message which underlies all the 

three sets – it is the letter of the Cross of Messiah! 

Psalms 119:145-152 Shows the Qof: In Psalms 119:145-152, we find the Qof (Kuf) section. In this 

part of Psalms 119, we see what it means to be purse holiness, as a true part of Yah’s Church: 
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Keyword Study: Psalms 119:145-146 (words starting with Qof are highlighted) 

 

“KOPH. I cried with my whole heart; hear me, O LORD: I will keep Thy Statutes. I cried unto Thee; save 

me, and I shall keep Thy Testimonies.”   

 

Keyword Strong’s # Hebrew Word Meaning 

I Cried    

My whole    

heart    

Hear me    

I will keep    

Thy Statutes    

Save me    

 

Rewrite these 2 verses using the fuller meaning you found in your Keyword study above: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cross References:   
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Keyword Study: Psalms 119:147-148 (words starting with Qof are highlighted) 
 

“I prevented the dawning of the morning, and cried: I hoped in Thy Word. Mine eyes prevent the night 

watches, that I might meditate in Thy Word.”   

       

Keyword Strong’s # Hebrew Word Meaning 

I prevented    

The dawning    

and cried    

I hoped    

Meditate    

 

Rewrite these 2 verses using the fuller meaning you found in your Keyword study above: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cross References:   
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Keyword Study: Psalms 119:149-150 (words starting with Qof are highlighted)  
 

“Hear my voice according unto Thy lovingkindness: O LORD, quicken me according to Thy Judgment.  
They draw nigh that follow after mischief: they are far from Thy Law.”   
   

Keyword Strong’s # Hebrew Word Meaning 

My voice    

Thy 

lovingkindness 
   

Quicken me    

Mischief    

They are far    

Thy Law    

 

Rewrite these 2 verses using the fuller meaning you found in your Keyword study above: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cross References:    
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Keyword Study: Psalms 119:151-152 (words starting with Qof are highlighted) 
 

“Thou art near, O LORD; and all Thy Commandments are truth. Concerning Thy Testimonies, I have 

known of old that Thou hast founded them for ever.”  

   

Keyword Strong’s # Hebrew Word Meaning 

Art near    

Thy 

Commandments 
   

Are Truth    

Thou hast 

founded 
   

For ever    

 

Rewrite these 2 verses using the fuller meaning you found in your Keyword study above: 
 

 

 

 

 

Cross References:   
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Psalm 119:145-152 Reveals the Qof 

 Message:  
(write your own personal “Bible Commentary” Message about these verses, now that you’ve studied them. Include 
Cross-reference Scriptures.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal Application: 
1. What was the most personally meaningful message of the Qof that you found in this study?  

 

 

 

 

 

2. What insights about Yahweh did you gain?  

 

 

 


