Psalms Im 119 & the Hebrew
Aleph Bet - part 15

@ Samekh

The next letter of the Hebrew alphabet is “Samech™ (pronounced “sah-mekh”) and has the sound of “s” as in
“son”. The letter Samech is the 15th letter of the Aleph-Bet, having the numeric value of 60. The pictograph for
Samech looks something like a shield, whereas the classical Hebrew script (Ketav Ashurit) is constructed of a
circular shape with a squared left corner:
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I have chosen
the way of truth;

I have set my heart
on your laws.

Psalm 118:30

In modern Hebrew, the letter Samech can appear in three forms:
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Writing the Letter: Samech - Note that the top stroke has an “overhang” on the left.

Samech: Letter of Support and Consecration
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The root of the word Samech T® means “to lean upon,” “to uphold,” or “to support.” The root is also found in
the Hebrew concept of semikhah, the laying on of hands upon the head of a sacrificial victim in a blood ritual of
the Temple, which was also a means of consecrating the priesthood (Lev 8; Exodus 29, etc.). Biblical references
- to the root occur in Lev 16:21, Deut 34:9, Ezekiel 24:2, and elsewhere. In
ancient times, Samech may have represented a shield. Today, the Rabbinical

| ordination ceremony is called a semikhah.
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“Then you shall bring the bull before the tent of meeting. Aaron and his sons
shall lay (samakh) their hands on the head of the bull.” Exodus 29:10
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Spiritual Meaning of the Samech
Samech = 60 and means “PROP”, “SUPPORT” or “COMPASS ABOUT”.

Samech has an enclosed, circular form. It shows how Yahweh
surrounds and compasses us. Samech portrays how we are
completely surrounded by Messiah’s Loving Arms.

Samech is for Sabab — “to compass about.”

“Thou shalt COMPASS me about with songs of deliverance,”
Psalms Im 32:7.

“The eternal YAH is thy refuge, and
underneath are the Everlasting Arms,”
Deuteronomy 33:27.

“His Left Arm is under my head, and
His Right Arm embraces me... Who is
this coming up from the desert,
LEANING upon her Beloved?”” Song

of Solomon 83 & 5. Samech shows us a picture of a PROP,

strongly supporting and upholding a
“He that trusts in Yahweh, mercy shall tree to enable it to weather Stoms
COMPASS him about,” Psalms Im T le REEIGR TNl safely. This reveals how Messiah
2710 for Sukkah, indicating supports and upholds us,

that God'’s strengthening us to endure the
“Storms” of trial.

Omnipresence is our
The first set of Hebrew P
Support and Shelter.

letters shows the Gospel. God actively supports
The second set of seven His own (Hebrews 1:3),
Hebrew letters gives the and we trust n His
details of Sanctified Living.
And the third set of seven
letters, beginning with
Samech, shows Yah’s
Promises and Warnings to

His People. The final

provision and care.

According to the sages, Samech is said to
represent the endless and ever-ascending
spiral of God’s Glory in the universe. This cycle
is revealed in both the seasons and in the

Hebrew letter, set apart on rhythm of the mo’edim (festivals).”

its own 1s the Tav...
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Meaning from its Context: Setting Samech within its Letter Family:

The First Set of Seven Letters:

7 7 2 2 X

The Second Set of Seven Letters:

1Y 9

The first seven Hebrew letters portray the GOSPEL:

N

Aleph — In Yah’s Image

Beit — Yah’s Word, Tabernacling in Flesh

Gimel — The Elijah Message

Dalet — ...1 Stand at the Door and Knock

|
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Hey — The Breath of Yah

Vav — Man Joined with Heaven

]
I

Zayin — Sword (Weapon) of our Warfare

The second grouping of seven Hebrew letters portray
the SPIRITUAL WALK:

M

Chet — Abundant Life is found in Yah

0

Tet — Judgment — Life (Fruit of Spirit) in
Death to Self

Yod — The Hand (Works) of Yah

Kaf — Grace-empowered Works
(Obedience)

Lamed — A Light to the World

Mem — Living Water from the Belly

U ([ J|U

Nun — Fish, Building up the Church,
Humility
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The Third Set of Seven Letters:

y D y The third grouping of seven Hebrew letters portray
w -] P D Yah’s PROMISES and WARNINGS to His Church:

Samech — We are Supported and
D Encompassed by Yah

Ayin — Eye — Window to the Soul

Peh — The Power of Speech

Tzaddi — The Righteousness of the Saints

Kof — Holy unto Yahweh

JN WU K

Resh — Human Reasoning vs. Obedience

W Shin — Peace and Protection

And the Final Hebrew letter (7av) n is set apart — on its own — the Capstone Message which underlies all the
three sets — it is the letter of the Cross of Messiah!

Hebrew Words Beginning with Samech:

Hebrew Word | Pronunciation Meaning

Nno satar “hiddenness”

70 sod “Secrets” of Yahweh, revealed only to those who are close to Him.
N30 sagar “to close”

miaio) sabab to revolve, surround or compass about — Psalms 32:7

Samech and the Priestly Blessing

The letter Samech represents the number 60. This is the same number of letters found in the Birkat Kohanim -
the “Priestly Blessing” found in Numbers 6:23-27. The text of the Priestly Blessing recited by the Kohanim,
(priests) which appears verbatim in the Torah, is:

May Yahweh bless you and guard you —

TIDYN, M 7212

(Yevharekh-kha Adhonay veyishmerekha ...)

May Yahweh make His Face shed Light upon you and be gracious unto you —

T, IR DI MM W0

("Ya’er Adhonay panaw élekha vihunnékka ...)
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http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Blessings/Synagogue_Blessings/Priestly_Blessing/priestly_blessing.html
http://bible.gospelcom.net/cgi-bin/bible?&version=ESV&passage=Numbers+6:23-27

May Yahwebh lift up His Face unto you and give you peace —
DI9Y 79 DY), PO P2 MM N2
("Yissa Adhonay panaw élekha viyasém lekha shalom.")

Also of note is the fact that the Priestly Blessing’s 60 letters are used to form 15 words - the same ordinal
number that represents the letter Samech. Notice that the Gematria for the word “Samekh” is 120
(Samekh+Mem+Kaf), which represents the double portion of blessing in Yahshua.

Secrets of the Samech

The Gematria of Samech
The letter Samech is represented as Yod - Hey in the Hebrew numbering system, which is also one of the Sacred
Names of God.

Y= ™ =15 (@)

The Miracle of Samech

The letter Nun, which immediately precedes the letter Samech in the alphabet, suggests someone who is
“bent,” or someone who humbles himself in brokenness and submission to Yahweh. Putting these two letters
together, we have the Hebrew word nes, miracle.

°4-9:4

Miracle faithful one
encompassing  (who in bent)
support

A person of faith is a walking miracle! Yahweh gives support to the fallen and broken ones who put their trust in
Him. Indeed, this is directly illustrated in Psalms Im 145, an acrostic Psalms Im that begins its verse about
Samech as follows:

;22277535 mpin bR hoh mm R

Yahweh upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down.

The Enlarged Samech

There is a textual oddity that soferim (scribes) preserve in Ecclesiastes 12:13, where the Samekh is enlarged:

2TONTIY DY 037 927 MiD
:DINTOD ArD Y TOIERTINY KT

TT T

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep His Commandments: for this is the whole
duty of man.”
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This Samech is drawn enlarged to show that out of respect for and awareness of the all-encompassing Presence
of God (as represented by the letter Samech), our primary response should be one of reverent awe and
obedience.

Paleo-Hebrew Look at Samech:

5 -dd i P fapet The pictograph % is used almost ex-
Fa Y Mi 7 Late Modem clusively through the history of this

2,000 HC 1000 BHC 400 BHC Tﬂdaﬂ letter. This picture has the meanings of
pierce and sharp. This letter also has the
meaning of a shield as thorn bushes were

¥ ¥ ’7 b used by the shepherd to build a wall or
shield, made to enclose his flock during

the night to protect them from predators. This concept is found in the Hebrew word “shamar” which is
translated as “keep”:

Exodus 15:26 “And said,"559 If’5:8 thou wilt diligently hearken!!8085 118085 tg the voice!©903 of Yahweh!3068 thy
God,430 and wilt doM¢2:3 that which is right3477 in His Sight,58¢ and wilt give ear'23® to His
Commandments, 487 and keep™8:04 all3605 His Statutes,270¢ T will put776© none!3808 H3605 of these diseases!4245
upon'’592t thee, which"®34 I have brought"77°© upon the Egyptians:H474 fortsss8 [H589 am Yahweh'3008 that
healeth!749 thee.”

Psalms 119:113-120 Shows the Samech:

In Psalms 119:113-120, we find the Samech section. In this part of Psalms Im 119, we see what it means to
be protected within Yahweh’s Encompassing Presence. We also see vital keys to what is our part in
having such an intimate walk with Yah.

) 15 SAMEKH
PRI UMY R oraye 172 | hate double-minded men,

TORAH but 1 love your law.
i T27? AR M Yne 174 You are my hiding place and my shield.
DABAR | hope in your word.
TDR-MND YN YIn enie | 105 Depart from me, you evildoers,
ELOHIYM MITSVAH that | may keep the commandments of my God.
PN NYIRTE M anNa wone e Uphoeld me according to your word, that | may live.
IMRAH Let me not be ashamed of my hope.
RN PENI YWY aywik Yo 177 Hold me up, and [ will be safe,
CHOG and will have respect for your statutes contnually.
10NN YD Tenn ouhw2a e 172 You reject all those who stray from your statutes,
CHOG for their deceit is in vain.
ADTY YI0R 127 YIS0 Rnavnonoe 119 You put away all the wicked of the earth like dross.
EDAH Therefore | love your testimonies.
PORY Poavnm el TIN2n e 120 My flesh arembles for fear of you.
MISHPAT | am afraid of your judgments.
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Keyword Study: Psalms 119:113-114 (words starting with Samech are highlighted)

“SAMECH. I hate yain thoughts: but Thy Law do I love. Thou Art my Hiding Place and My Shield: I hope
in Thy Word.”

Vain thoughts H5588 se‘eph divided (in mind), that is, (concretely) a skeptic: - thought.
Art my Hiding H5643 sether a cover, covering, covert, disguise, hiding place, privily,
Place protection, secret (place)

MyShid | Haoss | min | A Chesmlonson ekl St aproccor
I hope H3176 yachal to wait; be pc}z)téeg;i, nhe(g?es.;[ ;; y(,cf;i; ,tggu};etlfséaririake to) hope,

Rewrite these 2 verses using the fuller meaning you found in your Keyword study above:

I find closed off minds odious and skepticism is something which I hate. But I love Your Torah.
You are my Covering, my Hiding Place, my Secret Place of the Most High. You are my
Protector and Shield. You help me to be “thick-skinned”, having a “hide” like a crocodile, so
that I will not be easily harmed or offended. I wait patiently, trusting You to fulfill all that You
have promised in Your Word.

Cross References:

Psalms 3:3, Psalms 84:11; Psalms 94:11; Psalms 32:7, Psalms 91:1-2; Psalms 130:5-6; Isaiah 32:2; Isaiah 55:7;
Jeremiah 4:14; Mark 7:21; 2 Corinthians 10:5

Samech Study Page 7




Keyword Study: Psalms 119:115-116 (words starting with Samech are highlighted)

“Depart from me, ye evildoers: for [ will keep the Commandments of my God. Upheld me according unto
Thy Word, that I may live: and let me not be ashamed of my hope.”

to turn off (literally or figuratively): depart, eschew, leave
undone, be past, pluck away, put (away, down), remove (to
and fro), revolt, be sour, take (away, off), turn (aside, away,
in), withdraw, be without

Depart H5493 sur

to spoil, good for nothing, bad, show self friendly [by
Ye evildoers H7489 ra‘a‘ mistake], do harm, (do) hurt, (behave self, deal) ill, do
mischief, punish, still vex, wicked (doer)

A to prop, to lean upon or take hold of, bear up, establish,
Uphold H5564 samak (up-) hold, lean, stand fast, stay (self), sustain

to be ashamed; to be disappointed, or delayed: - (be, make,
Be ashamed Hos54 bush bring to, cause, put to, with, a-) shame (-d), be (put to)
confounded (confusion), become dry, delay, be long

expectation: - hope (from the root meaning: “from what I

My Hope H7664 seber have watched and waited for”)

Rewrite these 2 verses using the fuller meaning you found in your Keyword study above:

Remove yourselves from my life, you who show yourselves friendly to me, but are
really good for nothing, looking to do me harm. I choose to be hedged about within
the blessing of Yahweh’s Torah. Establish me and sustain me as You’ve Promised
in Your Word. Then I will Live. Let me not be brought to confusion and thereby
become disappointed in my expectation - missing out on what I have for so long
watched and waited.

Cross References:

Psalms 6:8, Psalms 26:5, Psalms 26:9, Psalms 139:19; Matthew 7:23, Matthew 25:41; 1 Corinthians 15:33;
Joshua 24:15; Psalms 37:17, Psalms 37:24, Psalms 41:12, Psalms 63:8, Psalms 94:18; Isaiah 41:10, Isaiah 42:1;
Psalms 25:2; Isaiah 45:17; Romans 5:5, Romans 9:32, Romans 10:11; 1 Peter 2:6
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Keyword Study: Psalms 119:117-118 (words starting with Samech are highlighted)

“Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe: and I will have respect unto Thy Statutes continually. Thou hast
trodden down all them that err from Thy Statutes: for their deceit is falsehood.”

Hold Thou me N to support, comfort, establish, hold up, refresh self,
up H5582 s ad strengthen, be upholden.

to be open, wide or free, that is, (by implication) to be safe;
And I shall be H246 Asha' causatively to free or succor: - X at all, avenging, defend,
safe 3467 yasha deliver (-er), help, preserve, rescue, be safe, bring (having)
salvation, save (-iour), get victory

. to stretch; continuance, constant (constantly); elliptically
Continually H8548 tamiyd the regular (daily) sacrifice: - always, continual
(employment, -ly), daily, ([n-]) ever (-more), perpetual

Thou hast A A to hang up, weigh, contemn: - tread down (under foot),
trodden down H5541 salah value

to stray (mislead), to transgress; (through the idea of
them that err H7686 shagah intoxication) to reel, be enraptured: - (cause to) go astray,
deceive, err, be ravished

Rewrite these 2 verses using the fuller meaning you found in your Keyword study above:

Father, please support, comfort establish and strengthen me so that I will get the
victory and be safe. Then I will rejoice to focus upon Your Statutes for evermore as
part of my daily Sacrifice unto You. You weigh in the balances of Judgment and
condemn all who have drunk the wine of Babylon and deceive others to do the
same. Such deceptive ones are not rooted in Truth.

Cross References: Psalms 17:5, Psalms 71:6, Psalms 73:23, Psalms 139:10; Isaiah 41:13; John 10:28-
29; Romans 14:4; 1 Peter 1:5; Jude 1:24; Isaiah 25:10, Isaiah 63:3; Malachi 4:3; Luke 21:24; Revelation
14:20; Psalms 78:36-37, Psalms 78:57; Isaiah 44:20; Ephesians 4:22, Ephesians 5:6; 2 Thessalonians 2:9-11;
2 Timothy 3:13; 1 John 2:21; Revelation 18:23
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Keyword Study: Psalms 119:119-120 (words starting with Samech are highlighted)

“Thou puttest away all the wicked of the earth like dross: therefore I love Thy Testimonies. My flesh
trembleth for fear of Thee; and I am afraid of Thy Judgments.”

to repose, desist, (make to) cease, celebrate, cause (make)
H7673 shabath to fail, keep (sabbath), suffer to be lacking, leave, put away
(down), (make to) rest, rid, still, take away

Thou puttest
away

. A poAc wrong; concretely an (actively) bad person: - +
Ul el H7563 rasha condemned, guilty, ungodly, wicked (man), that did wrong.

flesh (from its freshness); body, person; the pudenda of a

My flesh Hi32o basar man: body, [fat, lean] flesh [-ed], kin, nakedness, self, skin.

to fear; morally to Revelation ere; to frighten: - affright, be
(make) afraid, dread (-ful), (put in) fear (-ful, -fully, -ing).
(be had in) Revelation erence (-end), X see, terrible (act, -
ness, thing)

I am afraid H3372 yaré'

a verdict (favorable or unfavorable) pronounced Judicially,

Of Thy ) especially a sentence or formal decree (human or

H4941 mishpat (particularly) divine law, penalty; justice, including a

particular right, or privilege, ceremony, charge, to be
Judged, Judgment, ordinance

Judgments

Rewrite these 2 verses using the fuller meaning you found in your Keyword study above:

You Righteously rid the earth of those who are actively doing wrong. You cause the
earth to celebrate and to rest by causing the unrepentant wicked to be removed, as
waste disposal. Seeing Your great Strength, in that you can bring the World into this
ultimate Sabbath, I love Your Testimonies! My being trembles in Reverent Fear of
You, which is the beginning of wisdom. In fact, it is because I fear You, thatI am
inspired to put away the sinful flesh, by Your indwelling Power. I Reverence You
and fear Your coming Justice. And I hold in Reverence Your divine Law, ceremonies,
and ordinances, counting them a privilege.

Cross References:

Jeremiah 6:30; Ezekiel 22:18-22; Malachi 3:2-3; Matthew 3:12, Matthew 7:23; Matthew 13:40-42, Matthew
13:49-50; Leviticus 10:1-3; 1 Samuel 6:20; 2 Samuel 6:8-9; 1 Chronicles 24:16-17, 1 Chronicles 24:30; 2
Chronicles 34:21, 2 Chronicles 34:27; Isaiah 66:2; Daniel 10:8-11; Habakkuk 3:16; Philippians 2:12; Hebrews
12:21, Hebrews 12:28-29; Revelation 1:17-18
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Psalm 119:113-120 Reveals the Samech

Message:

(write your own personal “Bible Commentary” Message about these verses, now that you’ve studied them. Include
Cross-reference Scriptures.)

I find closed off minds odious and skepticism is something which I hate. But I love Your Torah. You are my
Covering, my Hiding Place, my Secret Place of the Most High. You are my Protector and Shield. You help me
to be “thick-skinned”, having a “hide” like a crocodile, so that I will not be easily harmed or offended. I wait
patiently, trusting You to fulfill all that You have promised in Your Word.

Remove yourselves from my life, you who show yourselves friendly to me, but are really good for nothing,
looking to do me harm. I choose to be hedged about within the blessing of Yahweh's Torah. Establish me and
sustain me as You’ve Promised in Your Word. Then I will Live. Let me not be brought to confusion and
thereby become disappointed in my expectation - missing out on what I have for so long watched and waited.

Father, please support, comfort establish and strengthen me so that I will get the victory and be safe. Then I will
rejoice to focus upon Your Statutes for evermore as part of my daily Sacrifice unto You. You weigh in the
balances of Judgment and condemn all who have drunk the wine of Babylon and deceive others to do the same.
Such deceptive ones are not rooted in Truth.

You Righteously rid the earth of those who are actively doing wrong. You cause the earth to celebrate and to
rest by causing the unrepentant wicked to be removed, as waste disposal. Seeing Your great Strength, in that
you can bring the World into this ultimate Sabbath, I love Your Testimonies! My being trembles in Reverent
Fear of You, which is the beginning of wisdom. In fact, it is because I fear You, that I am inspired to put away
the sinful flesh, by Your indwelling Power. I Reverence You and fear Your coming Justice. And I hold in
Reverence Your divine Law, ceremonies, and ordinances, counting them a privilege.
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Personal Application:
1. What was the most personally meaningful message of the Samech that you found in this study?

Samech represents a PROP, strongly supporting and upholding a tree to enable it to weather storms safely. This
reveals how Messiah supports and upholds me, strengthening me to endure the “Storms” of trial.

2. What insights about Yahweh did you gain?

Samech holds a warning as well as a promise. Yahweh upholds, protects and encircles us. While we are opened
to Him, relishing this Blessing, He reveals Himself to us with ever deepening insight and experience. But if we
close ourselves off to Him, rejecting His Presence and Encirclement, His Truth is lost from our sight, becoming
concealed from us. Graphically demonstrating this, Samech spelled backwards is kamas — “concealed” “stored
away” (out of view) — this is the opposite of our experience in Samech.
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